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“A Grade 1 in Grade 12”, he said...
Mo Barendse
There was a question in one of the Grade 7 SEL
lessons, which required a great deal of thought from a
13-year-old. The question was, “You should always be
growing. Do you agree or disagree?” One boy
answered, “Yes, imagine you are in Grade 1, and you
take the same knowledge you were taught all the way
to Grade 12, without learning anything more, you will
be. . . .like. . .a Grade 1 in Grade 12".
The conversation developed into a meaningful
discussion with another boy, later adding, “Teachers
teach us everything we need to choose a good career
one day.” This statement certainly made me feel
important at that very moment.
A few seconds later, I have to say things like: “Please
settle down; pull up your mask; get back to work; I
don’t have a pencil for you my boy; leave your
Chromebooks, you don’t need them; close the gaming
tab. These are things one says, among many others,
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“A Grade 1 in Grade 12”, he said... cont/d...
repeatedly every lesson, every day, every week, every term; you get the picture. So, what makes
a person come to work every day knowing that you have a class of 18 or 24 boys who provide
such insightful discussions while testing your patience?
Tiffany Whitehead, an Upper & Middle School Librarian at Aldrich Library, International Speaker
and Blogger, said, “The single most important reason to become a teacher is because you have a
deep love of learning and want to pass that along to others.”
Considering Tiffany’s statement you have to stop and think about the vital role teachers play in
our society. Teachers shape our future leaders who will ultimately steer this ship we call our
world. The level of strategic consideration required each day to manage children of varying
abilities to grasp a concept is phenomenal. In addition, the social and emotional support provided
by teachers is as important as the expected educational support. Having the ability to connect
with every child in your classroom while helping them acquire new knowledge, discover new
concepts and develop self-growth will see children further themselves in the future.
We are fortunate as a Wetpups community to have an excellent programme that allows aspiring
future teachers the opportunity to build a career in education while completing their degrees
towards becoming teachers. It has to be said that while our student teachers are studying, they
add immense value to our wheel of operations. They are mentors and role models to our boys,
and possibly without knowing, they have a significant impact on the growth of the boys at our
school.
As a school, we believe that our student teachers are the future of education. Therefore, we will
continue to support individuals who have a deep love for learning and seek to impart their
knowledge. We are pleased that each one of them has a role to play in the future of education.

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK
“Develop a passion for learning. If you do, you will never cease to grow.”
– Anthony J. D’Angelo

Helen Griffiths’ virtual visit to Wetpups
Colin Zinyeredzi
Inspired by Conservation Week in 2017, Helen Griffiths wrote a short rhyming poem that she went
on to perform at the World of Music, Arts and Dance (WOMAD) in 2018. The response was so
positive that various audience members asked her if she would consider turning it into a children’s
book. And so began the literary adventure that ultimately turned into a safari, a Collective Noun
Safari (Griffiths).
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Helen Griffiths’ virtual visit to Wetpups
Helen visited us on 18 and 19 August. She unpacked her book, Treasure Beyond Measure to our
Grades 4 and 5 boys. It was a great treat for the boys, and the activities had them engaged
throughout. After the presentation, this is what some boys had to say to Helen:
Thank you Helen for reading your book to us. I think it can teach children a lot and for
teaching us about more collective nouns. (Yusuf)
Dear Helen, thank you so much for coming and talking to us about your book. It is such a
lovely book and is helping to save the environment which I love. I hope to see it soon in our
South African book stores. Once again thank you so much for online and teaching us so much
more. (Ross)
Thank you Helen it was such a nice book and I loved the activities. (Dylan)
Thanks a lot Helen. It was really nice of you to give us your time and teach us about your
book and its meaning. Thank you for teaching more about conservation. I am definitely getting
my sister and I one of your books. (Andrew)
Thank you so much Helen it was so amazing to get to know you. I hope we can have another
meeting with you. I loved the book so much. (Dominic)
Hello Helen, it was such an amazing experience to have you speak to us and for you to show
us your book. It is such a good and clear message that we have to help our planet. I once
said in Grade 4: we are the ones who started it and we are the only ones that can end it. Your
book is really easy to understand. Thank you so much for the lovely talk. (Anonymous)
In a nutshell, Helen implored people to imagine this world without ‘a memory’ of elephants, ‘a
crash’ of rhinos or ‘an embarrassment of pandas' - the existence of these creatures is truly
precious and their value is incalculable. They are, indeed, a treasure beyond measure. Treasure
Beyond Measure marries the importance of biodiversity with the defining qualities of collective
nouns and in doing so, conveys a powerful conservational message. It's not all doom and gloom,
rather Helen encourages us to be part of humankind and be a kind human. (NZbooklovers)

From the Sports
Desk
by Robin Damons

Return to Fixtures
I want to thank all the parents for your patience and encouragement over the past three weeks.
The decision to suspend inter-school sports fixtures was in the best interest of all concerned,
given the cluster outbreaks at various schools.
Having navigated this time effectively, we have decided that inter-school sports fixtures will
resume on Monday, 30 August. Next week we are scheduled to play hockey and rugby against
SACS next week; the school calendar has been updated. Fixtures will, however, be assessed
weekly, and if they need to be cancelled, we will consult the opposition schools and advise
parents.
Over the last few weeks, I have shared some insight into our sporting culture and asked that
parents assist us in making this a positive environment in which the boys can excel. We look
forward to seeing them back on the pitch, and I am certainly looking forward to the day I can meet
you on the side of the field. Until then, please take care and stay safe.

From the Sport's Desk cont/d...

Announcements:
Please see Term 3 Sports Timetable. Please note that all boys in Grades 4-7 are required to
do one compulsory team sport for the season.
Please note that Park Rugby for Grades 1-2 resumes this Friday, 27 August.
Grades 3-7 Voluntary Touch will resume next Friday, 3 September. The full programme is
available on the App.
For private extramurals offered at Pre-Prep and Junior Prep, please follow the following link:
Pre-Prep & Junior Prep Extramurals.
Term 3 fixtures have been updated on the school App.
Inter-House Cross Country Friday, 29 October at Klein Constantia.
A, B and D squash fixtures vs SACS this Friday were cancelled by opponents. C team
Squash vs Sweet Valley at Bergvliet Squash Club 13:30 this Friday.
Please share any sports news or achievements to damons@wpps.org.za we would like to
include this in future newsletters.
For the private Grade 4-7 summer sports voluntary programme please use the following
Google Form to sign up. This closes Thursday, 2 September.

Class photos
With all things COVID, the class photos are looking a little different this year - you can check them
out at www.capefoto.co.za!
If you would like to place an order, please do so by Friday, 10 September to ensure your order is
included in the first batch of deliveries to the school. You can also order any previous photos if
you might have missed the previous deadline.
New to Cape Foto? Then, you'll need to create an account with us
Go to https://www.capefoto.co.za/login.php
Click ‘Create an Account’
Fill in your details and click ‘Submit’. Your unique code is WPPS_2021
Check your inbox for your verification email (can take up to 2 hours).
Already Registered with Cape Foto Before?
Simply login here https://www.capefoto.co.za/login.php using your existing email address.
There’s a ‘Forgot Your Password’ link there if you need it.
Already Have an Account and Want to Add a Sibling to your Account?
Email us at orders@capefoto.co.za with your child’s name, Grade and unique code
(WPPS_2021) and we will add their photos to your account within 24 hours.
Any questions, please contact us directly at orders@capefoto.co.za

Lost property
For all enquiries contact Martha Salomo at salomo@wpps.org.za.

WPPS Golf Day
This fundraising event supports the WPPS Scholarship Fund
The WPPS Scholarship Fund is an opportunity to mould our society’s future leaders by providing
opportunities for excellence to boys of different backgrounds. The fund exists to support those
who would otherwise not afford the WPPS experience and learning opportunities. Through the
establishment of this fund, we hope to generate a reliable ongoing source of income for these
deserving boys to be given the skills, attitudes, and values to become solutionaries for our
tomorrow.
We currently fund eight boys from Grades 4 to 7.
If you would like to sponsor a hole, book a four-ball, or donate towards this worthy project, please
contact perrott@wpps.org.za

Music
The Grade 7 African Marimba Band performing a Zulu song called Z'yawa.
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ASSEMBLY
"WORRY"

Community Development
Bel Porto School
You are called upon to stand for Courage and Kindness for persons with disabilities on Friday, 3
September 2021!
Casual Day is South Africa’s leading fundraising and awareness campaign for persons with
disabilities and is the flagship project of the National Council for Persons with Disabilities
(NCPD).
Bel Porto School is excited to announce that we will be participating in this year’s campaign to
not only raise funds for the school but to also raise awareness for persons with disabilities.
Please support the school by ordering stickers for your place of work, family and friends. Stickers
are sold at R20 each.
Kindly complete this online order form or contact the school if you wish to order stickers. For
Casual Day 2021 this year, we call upon YOU to be a protagonist for change!
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Summary of absentees due to quarantine and other illnesses
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