MEANWHILE THESE THREE REMAIN: FAITH, HOPE, AND
LOVE; AND THE GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE 1 CORINTHIANS 13:13
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From the Headmaster's
Desk
South Africa is currently struggling under the weight of
the third wave of the COVID 19 pandemic and the
unrest that culminated in the looting and destruction of
many businesses in Gauteng and KZN. It was hard
enough living with the pandemic. The social unrest
has led to further feelings of hopelessness and
despair. However, even amongst this heartache and
pain, we have witnessed moments of unity and
purpose where communities have stood together.
At Wetpups, we are educating our boys with hope and
purpose for the future as we inspire and empower all
of them to become solutionaries for a just and
sustainable future. Even amongst this despair, we
must hold fast to this great purpose. Our theme for the
year is “Faith, Hope, and Love”. Let us live this theme
out in our lives and in our school. This way we can be
part of the solution to our challenges rather than being
part of the problem.
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On Sunday 18 July we celebrated Mandela Day. At this time we remember the father of our
nation who taught us so much about holding fast to a dream and building relationships with those
around us. Mandela said; “It is so easy to break down and destroy. The heroes are those who
make peace and build.” It is our aim at Wetpups to produce heroes for our country who have a
deep understanding and respect for others regardless of their circumstances or their background,
the courage to build when others are keen to destroy and the compassion to develop a country
where all live in harmony and peace.
Nelson Mandela is purported to have loved the Poem Invictus written by William Ernest Henley. I
think it's appropriate to share the poem with you.
Out of the night that covers me,
Black as the pit from pole to pole,
I thank whatever gods may be
For my unconquerable soul.
In the fell clutch of circumstance
I have not winced nor cried aloud.
Under the bludgeonings of chance
My head is bloody, but unbowed.
Beyond this place of wrath and tears
Looms but the Horror of the shade,
And yet the menace of the years
Finds and shall find me unafraid.
It matters not how strait the gate,
How charged with punishments the scroll,
I am the master of my fate,
I am the captain of my soul.

This poem talks eloquently about how, even though we face great hardships and much despair in
life, we are the masters of our own destinies and we need to have the courage to stand up for
what we believe to be good and true. Let us not be bystanders of our worsening situation in our
beautiful and diverse country but rather be upstanders. Let us all take action to build and grow a
country that we can all be proud of and make Nelson Mandela’s “ideal of a democratic and free
society in which all persons live together in harmony and with equal opportunities”, a reality. We
are the Captains of our souls. Regardless of the hardships we face we can choose to destroy or
to build.
Desmond Tutu said, "Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness." It
should be pointed out that hope is not a feeling but rather should be seen in action. It is in the
things we do that we show hope for the future.
As we move into the third term at Wetpups, we want to move forward in faith, hope and love. Let
us continue to build on our relationships with one another and create a school environment where
every boy, staff member, and parent feels welcome and where they feel they belong.

It is only in a happy and safe environment that our boys can flourish and learn optimally. Our new
and innovative Social and Emotional programme continues as we assist our boys in becoming
collaborative, forward thinking, people oriented change agents who have the attitude and the
character to make a meaningful difference to our broken world.
We are really excited that next year we will be welcoming 16 diverse boys which represent 33% of
our 2022 Grade N intake. This is a major step forward in our quest for greater diversity at the
school. We are also excited about the contribution that Annie Gwerengwe our new Head of
Communications and Diversity and Inclusion will bring to the school. In addition to this, Ntokozo
Nxumalo joins us as our new Marketing Manager. We look forward to working with them as we
drive forward to make Wetpups a relevant nurturer of educational excellence in our South African
context.
We are also currently looking at upgrading our infrastructure by rebuilding the deck and the
stands on Mount Royal Field. We are also looking at the entrance to the school on Eyton Road.
These two projects we are hoping to complete by the end of the year. Furthermore, we will be
looking at the idea of having three classes of 18 per Grade during our strategic planning process
that takes place later this term. This project was put on hold due to the pandemic. It is now time to
move forward in confidence and in faith and look at how we make our wonderful school even
better.
These are exciting projects to build on and extend as we look forward to positive growth and
engagement at the school in the future. Let us move towards a brighter future with purpose and
direction as we continue to make our dreams and those of Mandela a reality.
“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” Romans 12:12
Simon Weaver - Headmaster

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK
“Faith sees the invisible, believes the unbelievable, and receives
the impossible.” - Corrie ten Boom

From the Sports
Desk

Term 3 update
As we welcome everyone back to school, we are grateful that all our boys and Wetpups families are
safe during these trying times in our country. We have much to look forward to this term and hope that
everything will soon return to some normality. Our inter-house sports weeks take place towards the
end of term 3 and this is a big highlight in our boys' school year. We aim to make it even more
memorable this year.
The safety of our boys is our top priority and during each coaching session the coaches will adhere to
the various safety protocols we have in place. I ask that parents please assist us by reminding boys of
what is expected in terms of responsible behaviour during this pandemic when on and off the field of
play.
I found the following while doing some reading online. Recent research has identified the four “R”
themes about the understanding of the pandemics impact on youth sport. These were ‘recognising
struggle’, ‘reconnection’, ‘re-engaging after restrictions’, and ‘reimagining sport’.
The lost sporting season/year provoked a sense of mourning.
During the pandemic, for many, there was a decline in mental wellbeing and physical activity, and
an increase in family connectedness.
There was/is also a challenge for sports to attract and retain players, as well as an opportunity to
reset the core values of school-based sport.
Recognising Struggle: In place of sport, many youths admitted to spending more time on the couch
watching TV, eating junk food, and generally experiencing a decline in positive health-related
activities. High-performance athletes on the verge of being selected for provincial and national teams
had emotional struggles related to lost opportunities and disappointment about pandemics’ impact on
the potential future pathway into elite sport.
Reconnecting: Families are reconnecting through physical activity and sport. A time to ‘unplug’ and
reconnect as a family unit.
Re-engaging after restrictions: Some lacked the motivation to stay fit during the pandemic and
struggled to find the drive to continue practicing or training. Some expressed a strong desire and a
‘hunger’ to return to sport, stating that their passion for playing sport they loved had been
strengthened through its absence.
Re-imagining sport: People returning to sport for the right reasons, and playing for the passion for
their sport rather than financial incentives, and a focus on fun and enjoyment. A focus on social
connectedness, as well as physical and mental health, being more valued.
Thanks for your continued commitment and support in ensuring your son gets the best out of this
sporting year. I hope to see you all soon on the sidelines.

From the Sport's Desk cont/d...

Announcements:
Park rugby will resume as soon the regulations regarding contact sport changes.
We have a “Tekkie Drive'' for the Vusa Rugby Programme. Boys can continue to donate old,
well-conditioned sneakers / rugby boots / soccer boots sizes 4 - 9 over the course of the next
term at Mr. Damons’ office. The aim is to have as many pairs of “tekkies'' as possible.
Term 3 sport is scheduled to start on the 26th of July. This is a continuation from term 2. The
inclusion of athletics for this term is indicated on the new timetable. Please see Term 3 Sports
Timetable please note that all practices are voluntary for this stage until we move back to
competitive sport. For admin purposes please use the following link for sport sign-ups Term 3
sport
For all private extramurals offered at Wetpups, please follow the following link: Pre-prep &
Junior Prep Extramurals

Here are some of the private extramurals on offer for Term 3 for Prep Prep and
.
Junior Prep:

Grade N & R boys in their new rugby jerseys...

Alumni
Hilary Lown - Wetpups Renowned and Legendary Teacher
The Wetpups community is deeply saddened to learn that the well respected, honoured, and
much loved past teacher, Hilary Lown passed away last Saturday. Words simply cannot express
how much Hilary has meant to the Wetpups community, not only while she taught with such
passion and devotion for 32 years at Wetpups but even after retiring, Hilary continued to touch
the lives of so many pupils, staff members, and parents. Wetpups is so grateful to Hilary for all
she has done for the community, she will be sorely missed

The photos attached depict Hilary with some of her teaching colleagues "The Golden Girls", her
family, and celebrating a very special 84th birthday.
Hilary's family has been deeply moved by the incredible messages of love and admiration that
they have received with regards to their mother and have allowed us to share Hilary's Facebook
page which if you would like to view you can do so here: https://www.facebook.com/hillary.lown

Caron Perrott - Alumni Relations & Fundraising
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