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Meanwhile these three remain: faith, hope, and
love; and the greatest of these is love 1 Corinthians 13:13
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Taking Stock: Are we there yet?
Any parent will appreciate the gravity of that terrifying question
coming from the back seat of the car on a road trip: Are we there
yet?
While our blood pressure skyrockets to new, and unhealthy levels,
we try to maintain some kind of composure for the sake of peace,
and we calmly (on the outside) reply, “Not quite, darling, but it
shouldn’t be too long now,” knowing full well that we have barely
left home.
For Wetpups teachers, the school year is a bit like taking a road
trip with your boys and we endeavour to make the most of every
experience along the way to that final destination.
There are times during our road trip when we like to take our foot
off the accelerator, enjoy the passing landscape, wind the window
down and inhale a deep breath of fresh country air, or even stop
and run through a field of spring flowers, or cool off in an inviting
mountain stream - all experiences which enrich our journey. There
are also times when we need to stop to refuel, rest up and plan
for the next leg of our long journey.
So, how do we do this in the classroom?
Not that I can speak for all teachers, but I’m pretty sure that many
would feel an affinity to my version of how it works, so let me try
to give a broad outline.
The Route Map
We all start out similarly, with a map which locates our starting
point and final destination, as well as a carefully planned and
crafted route that we intend to follow.
Packing
Packing for any road trip, takes some careful consideration. Comfort is essential, snacks a must, music creates a good vibe, and
then some clever tricks (unashamedly including bribery) to ward
off the boredom of a long drive.

Are we there yet?
Approaching the mid-point of the year, we all, (staff and boys
alike), start to feel a tad tetchy! Everyone knows that an overnight
stop is just around the next corner, but we are at the point where
we need to assess our progress. Reports are around the corner,
and they provide us all an opportunity to reflect on our journey
thus far.
Back on the road again!
Feeling rejuvenated after a good rest, having filled the tank,
checked the oil, water, and tyres, we jump back into “the car” for
the second half of the year. With renewed focus we once again
navigate the traffic, speed bumps, and potholes along the way,
knowing that our final destination draws closer by the day.
So, we are rapidly approaching that time of the year where we
pause to take stock of the progress our boys have made. Our
teaching staff has invested hundreds of hours into the lads in their
care, teaching, cajoling, guiding and nurturing every one of them
so that they can explore their abilities and talents. Much
considered thought has gone into assessment and feedback, and
we certainly hope that every boy will be encouraged to strive to
push harder and dig even deeper during the second leg of our
journey so that he can feel proud of what he has achieved by the
end of the year.
But, are we there now?
No; we are well on the way and we trust that every boy will pause,
recharge and take stock, returning to enjoy the remainder of the
trip; however, remember to savour the view, smell the fresh
country air, and run wildly through the daisies when we stop for a
quick break.
No boy should ever pass up on an opportunity to enrich his
learning journey.
WARREN BOARDMAN-SMITH - Head of Senior Prep

Departure
With great excitement, we pile into “the car” and head off in the
early days of the year. What’s great about these early days is the
enthusiasm which really helps us to develop real momentum,
although there are occasions where we get carried away and miss
a turn or two, landing up on a different route - it all adds to the
excitement!
Unexpected Road Works
There is inevitably a pothole or two along the way; sometimes
even a detour (read COVID). Here we rely on our years of experience, whip out the map and figure out how to recover from this
setback, big or small and yes, you guessed it, we get back on the
road and forge ahead.
Pit Stops
Stopping along the way is important - we all need to get out of the
confines of “the car” to stretch our legs, grab a coffee, or even a
few hours of sleep. Feeling refreshed after a short break, we all
happily pile back in and hit the road again.
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Music Leaders 2021
From the Sport’s Desk
Grade 1 Ships and Boats
Theme
Grade 1 Origami Boats
Junior Art

African Marimba Band
Matthew Fenn (Leader)
Jeremy Liddle (Vice-Leader)
Senior Choir
Matthew de Jager (Head Chorister)
Nicholas Axten (Vice-Leader)
Senior String Orchestra
Zuhayr Sirkot (Leader)
Julian Boeddinghaus (Vice-Leader)
Senior Wind Band
Gordon Alexander (Leader)
Andrew Mommsen/Angus Bromley (Vice-Leaders)

The Grade 1R boys are loving playing chess
whenever they have some free time.

Chapel Service
Click on the following link to view this week’s Chapel Service:
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/13r2WNmGpwn34O7dF60Cil15fVIijCU2n/view?ts=60b3f602

Thought for the Week
“Never underestimate the big importance of small things.“
Matt Haig in “The Midnight Library” (2020)
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From the Sport’s Desk



Holiday Rugby Clinic
Refine your rugby skills these holidays

I have been encouraged by the number of our boys attending
weekly practices for all winter sports, even though there is
uncertainty about the future regarding competitive matches.
From the gazette we now know that we can practise, but all
competitive sport and events are temporarily suspended.
What does this mean for our boys...
What are we doing when there are no games?
For me, coaching is about much more than the game, it is an
investment in the future.

We have established goals for each sports code for the
remainder of the term.

Coaches have been asked to look at specific skills and
conditioning games to keep our boys ready for when competitive sports resumes.

Boys are continually engaged in a team environment.
where a team culture is created.

Boys are actively maintaining healthy habits.

Through commitment to our sports programme the boys
are maintaining positive habits which creates a healthy
mindset.
Announcements:
 Park rugby has been suspended till further notice.
Practices will continue on regular sport days.
 Rugby fixtures have been cancelled due to the DBE
announcement regarding contact sport. Practices will
continue on regular practice days.
 Voluntary touch has been suspended till further notice.
 Hockey fixtures have been cancelled due to the DBE
announcement regarding contact sport. Practices will
continue on practice days, with additional practice times
arranged on Fridays at Herschel Astro. The following applies:
Grades 4 and 5 15:30-16:30
Grades 6 and 7 16:30-17:30
There will be no practices on the cancelled match days.
 Chess fixtures vs SACS and Kirstenhof Primary this Friday.
 Grades 1 to 7 have an upcoming Rugby Holiday Clinic,
please use the following link Rugby June holiday clinic sign
-up sheet sign-up sheet to register your son.
 Grades N and R have an upcoming games holiday clinic,
please use the following link Games June holiday clinic
sign-up sheet sign-up sheet to register your son.

Monday, 12 to Wednesday, 14 July 2021

Grades and Times
Monday, 12 and Tuesday, 13 July
Grades 1 to 3 – 09:00 - 10:30
Tuesday, 13 and Wednesday, 14 July
Grades 4 to 7 – 10:30 - 12:00
Cost
R300 for both days or R150 per day
Venue
Douglas Murray Field, drop off at Ripelby Gate
Dress
Grades 1 to 3 - Barefoot
Grades 4 to 7 - Boots/takkies
Please note that the sessions will be skills and conditioning based,
and will not include contact.
Please register on the following link Holiday Clinic Sign-Up if your
son is interested. Kindly contact Mr Damons
damons@wpps.org.za should you have any queries.
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Grade 1 Ships and
Boats Theme

Grade 1
Origami Boats

Our theme this term has been ships and boats. This week’s
experiment was Floating and Sinking. In groups, the boys first
predicted whether certain items floated or sank. They then
experimented with the various items to see if their predictions
were correct. Great amazement and excitement was had by all!
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Junior Art

Andrew Taylor - Sunset Silhoettes

Ethan Totaram Jacobs - Sunset Silhoettes

Finn Polley - Sunset Silhoettes

Jamie Thomason - Sunset Silhoettes

James Thornton - Sunset Silhoettes

Michael Todd - Sunset Silhoettes
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Junior Art

Grade 4 creating Art

Yusuf Patel - I would like to see the
Northern Lights

Jack Thwaits - Playing the Piano

Leo Murray - Playing my Guitar

Levi Taylor - Playing the Piano
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