WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
Meanwhile these three remain: faith, hope, and
love; and the greatest of these is love 1 Corinthians 13:13
7 May 2021

Newsletter

Tech Integration

In this state it is often difficult to reason with them, which does
not contribute towards a happy and healthy home environment.

Just a few years ago, Wetpups operated with one IT classroom
where all the boys attended a weekly lesson with the IT teacher.
This teacher covered the basics of the Google Suite, which was
done primarily only for Grades 4 to 7. As time went on the staff
became more skilled in the use of technology and the school
moved to purchase more devices for use throughout the grades.
The mere fact that teachers were upskilling themselves for the
boys’ benefit and were also giving the boys more access to
devices, shows the teachers’ commitment and enthusiasm toward
the use of technology.
With the emergence of COVID-19, Wetpups was forced to think
out of the box. The School Management knew it had the
enthusiasm of the staff as well as sufficient devices to assist each
boy whilst being placed under lockdown. Fortunately, as part of
our ongoing staff development, the teachers had already had
some basic tech training in 2019. They further spent a week
training during Easter holidays of 2020 where they learnt the
necessary platforms in order to deliver their lessons online. This
was a resounding success and Wetpups proved that no matter the
challenge, it would succeed.
Once school reopened, we realised the importance of having one
student to one device. After various meetings, where we discussed the merits of both iPads and Chromebooks, it was agreed
that we do a blend of both. Ideally, we want to expose the boys to
both devices before they complete Grade 7. We felt that iPads
would be best suited for the juniors - Grades 1 to 5 - as the variety
of learning apps and mobile management systems that we can use
are more suitable for these boys. The choice of Chromebooks for
Grades 6 and 7 was because we felt the need for boys to import
data using a standard keyboard and to engage more with the
Google Suite side of technology as this would carry them forward
into high school.

When allowing boys screen time at home, a suggestion would be
to follow these steps:
 Set a time limit upfront
 Get buy-in from your son on the time allocation
 Half-way through, mention that he is half-way (this will be
the start of the “winding down” process)
 Ten minutes to go, give him another reminder saying “ten
minutes left.”
 Five minutes to go, tell him to “start finishing off, you have
five minutes left.”
 When time is up, close it off with words like “Time up, that
seemed fun.”
In following these steps, it reminds the boys that their time on
their device will at some point come to an end, and affords them
the opportunity to communicate this to their peers so that there is
a mutual understanding of a time allocation. If one party ends his
time abruptly and without warning, especially to someone who is
intensely engrossed in an activity, your son will be
perceived as a “rage quitter” that will affect the relationship he
has with his peers for future gaming sessions.
In conclusion, I feel that Wetpups is in a very healthy space from
an IT perspective. The School has grown in leaps and bounds over
the past few years. This progress, together with the upskilling of
the staff, has definitely benefited the education of all the boys at
Wetpups.
ANDREW HUGHES - Head of IT and Tech Integrator

With the current use of devices at Wetpups increasing and with us
operating on a one-to-one system, the boys have grown their
knowledge of technology and their skills at an astounding rate. In
our opinion, we have given the boys the best foundation there is
in preparing them for the challenging, yet very exciting, road
ahead.
One of our concerns, however, is the amount of so-called screen
time to which the boys are exposed in the home environment.
Parents, at times, use the device as a “babysitting service” with
the boys effectively having an unsupervised online playdate. This
comes with some challenges and concerns if not managed
correctly.
Security within the home network needs to be monitored and set
at a suitable level, as it could allow for “unsavoury characters”
gaining access to what your son is doing online. The time spent on
a device is also something that needs to be monitored. As boys
engage in online games with their friends, their anxiety and
competitive levels can be heightened quite significantly.
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Thought for the Week
"Talking to yourself can be useful. And writing means being
overheard."
British author Zadie Smith in "Intimations" (2020)

Chapel Service
Click on the following link to view this week’s Chapel Service:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IY97eeu3_dpKd-AKIKrWddMxQGjyyEf/view

The moment is here, phase three of our return to sport, and the
return to competitive sport. Our hockey boys have been involved
in matches versus Bishops Prep. Our rugby boys have their final
preparations for the upcoming season this Saturday. The coaches
are eager, the boys are excited and I am sure the parents can’t
wait. We are following the government guidelines set out for
school sport and, unfortunately, spectators are still not allowed on
our premises. However, we are planning some exciting news regarding livestream of sport matches. This will be communicated
soon. I look forward to welcoming all our sporting teams this season and wish every boy the very best with his preparations. As a
School we pride ourselves on discipline and ask that the boys display the necessary discipline, determination, and dedication
throughout the season.
ACHIEVEMENTS:
Our Winter Sport Captains (left to right) are as follows:
Cross Country - Christopher McLagan
Rugby - James Malan
Hockey - Christian Pfende and Maximus Sandri

Grade 1 STEAM Project
During last week’s STEAM activity the boys continued to chat
about structures and how to strengthen them. We spoke about
the base and how to construct a taller structure. The boys worked
in pairs and were given marshmallows and toothpicks. We started
by eating a few marshmallows and then got going. The boys
constructed some awesome structures and had great fun.

The Grade 1R boys are loving their hockey coaching
sessions with Coach Sonday.
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Grade 4 Star Wars
Day
The boys participated in International Star Wars day on 4 May
(May the fourth be with you). They were allowed to come to
school dressed as characters from the series. We had lots of fun
interacting with worksheets based on the theme, special iPad apps,
and a light saber battle.
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Celebrating Slipper Day
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