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Meanwhile these three remain: faith, hope, and
love; and the greatest of these is love 1 Corinthians 13:13
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Newsletter

Putting Theory into Practice
“Social and emotional learning (SEL) is the process through which
children and adults learn to understand and manage emotions, set
and achieve positive goals, feel and show empathy for others,
establish and maintain positive relationships, and make
responsible decisions. The section that has been written in bold
appeals to me as this is the area through which our boys will learn
to think of and show kindness to others.
Our Community Development programme aims to provide
Wetpups boys with the opportunity to practise skills through
planned, grade-related activities, whole-school initiatives, and
individual random acts of kindness. I encourage you and your boys
to keep your eyes open to see and act upon these opportunities.
We would like to see our boys take on the challenge to show
kindness or love around them, putting others before themselves.”



As the staff member who attends the One-to-One planning
meetings (via Zoom) I was pleasantly surprised to see one of
our Old Boys heading up this portfolio for his high school. I
would like to believe that he learnt that he has a heart for
outreach while at Wetpups. He is a fine example of the type
of boys we hope to have leave our little prep school.

Nothing can make our lives, nor the lives of others, more beautiful
than perpetual kindness. Making our boys aware of times and
places in which they can enact this is the aim of Community
Engagement, which encompasses so many areas of our school life.
It is my hope that through our programmes and various channels
that we continue to foster this mindset so that our boys can become the sorts of solutionaries we strive to inspire at Wetpups.
SIMONE BECKER - Community Development

The lines above are taken from my newsletter article in February
this year. It seems serendipitous that in this article I wish to speak
about numerous ways in which boys have come to me with ways
in which they hope to help others through projects that they hope
to initiate. Our vision is to awaken potential, empower, and
inspire every boy to become a solutionary for our tomorrow. To
see boys empowered to come forward with proposals of how they
wish to help has been heart-warming. Here are some of their
ideas:
 Last week, a Grade 3 boy presented me with a flyer to share
with my class. He is collecting blankets and animal food for
the SPCA as winter is approaching and the animals are in
need. If, by chance, you are inspired to assist, please send
your boy with an item or two to either of the offices or my
classroom. I will make sure that it is dropped off with him for
distribution.
 The Grade 7 Cultural Portfolio has been promoting the
dropping off of no longer needed recorders (the ones the
boys learn to play in Grades 1 and 2) through their
“abandoned recorder” drive. They hope to take these to
Constantia Primary School that strives to give all its learners
the opportunity to play music, and would like to start an
orchestra. There is a flyer for this drive in the newsletter
should you wish to have more information.
 The Grade 7 Library and Outreach Portfolio boys took
ownership of our pre-loved books sale, which was a huge
success, not only in the raising of much-needed funds for our
reciprocal Grade 7 Ikhwili tour, but also in teaching our
younger boys the value of money and the exchange thereof.
The interaction between the “big boys'' and their younger
counterparts was so lovely to see.
 After their matches against Vusa a few weeks back, one of
our Grade 6 boys was inspired to raise funds to buy rugby
boots for his Vusa counterparts. We have looked at this idea
and while it may not be 100% viable at this stage, the fact
that he came to me with a formulated plan to make a difference fills my heart with hope and leads me to believe that
our SEL and outreach endeavours are on the right track.
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Lost Property Grades 3 to 7

In This Issue








Putting Theory into Practice - Simone Becker
One-to-One Winter Warmer Drive
Thought for the Week
Chapel Service
Lost Property
From the Sport’s Desk
Interview with Ms Lauren van der
Valk

Lost Property is in the Grade 4 Quad. There are four large tubs
with unlabelled items in them, these tubs are cleared at the end of
each term and unclaimed items are donated to the Second-Hand
Shop as per School policy.

Thought for the Week
“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is: ‘What are you doing for others?’”
Civil rights leader Martin Luther King (1929-1968)

All labelled items are allocated to individual bags per grade and
distributed weekly. A log of the boys’ names is kept and the boys
are required to do reflection time at the end of the term.

Chapel Service
Click on the following link to view this week’s Chapel Service:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Be4x5KkQgVItNPyBB3sOPddyYOlXKFG/view?ts=60ab1e30

Hockey Skills Training
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From the Sport’s Desk
Although our boys are left devastated by the suspension of sport,
I feel this time is still valuable in our progression towards our future sporting goals. We are constantly consulting other schools to
determine the best way forward and have decided to continue
with practices.
This extract by Lourens Botha offers good insight as to why we
coach when there are no games.
“For me, coaching is about much more than the game, it is an
investment in the future.
What can we focus on while we wait for some game-time?

Build and maintain healthy habits in your players.

Use the time to develop a miracle mindset. (Positivity, Focus,
Resilience)

Cultivate relationships and turn players into a team, family
and an effective unit.

Create a feedback zone where “life challenges” can be discussed. (Judgement free)

Limit the depression factor by getting the players into the
sunlight and fresh air.

Announcements:

Rugby and hockey sport photos are available on the app
under the sports section.

Park rugby has been suspended till further notice. Practices
will continue.

Rugby fixtures have been cancelled due to the DBE
announcement regarding contact sport. Practices will
continue on practice days.

Voluntary touch has been suspended till further notice.

Hockey fixtures have been cancelled due to the DBE
announcement regarding contact sport. Practices will
continue on practice days. There will be no practices on the
cancelled match days.

Squash league has been suspended for Term 2, practices will
remain on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.

Cross country and chess will continue as per normal.

Holiday Rugby Clinic
Refine your rugby skills these holidays
Monday, 12 to Wednesday, 14 July 2021

What we can do when we cannot play:

We can use the commitment of players to cultivate team determination.

Build resilience by committing to our goals.

Adapt today so that we can start working on something new
and stay ahead of the rest.

Capitalise on new opportunities by being agile.

Facilitate team and individual creativity and set new trends.

Be consistent even in the smallest things we do.

Feed and nourish our support structures.

Use these challenges to build a new legacy and write a new
story.

Revisit and redefine our goals and strategy.

Build team synergy by tapping into the team’s vision and creativity.

Bring stability into their lives by continuing to coach.”
Sport Acknowledgement:
To all the cross country legends who come to the forest and to the
cold Wednesday morning early runs… thank you for making the
effort. You are becoming fit, your body is building stamina and you
have perseverance! - Mrs du Bruyn

Grades and Times
Monday, 12 and Tuesday, 13 July
Grades 1 to 3 – 09:00 - 10:30
Tuesday, 13 and Wednesday, 14 July
Grades 4 to 7 – 10:30 - 12:00
Cost
R300 for both days or R150 per day
Venue
Douglas Murray Field, drop off at Ripelby Gate
Dress
Grades 1 to 3 - Barefoot
Grades 4 to 7 - Boots/takkies
Please note that the sessions will be skills and conditioning based,
and will not include contact.
Please register on the following link Holiday Clinic Sign-Up if your
son is interested. Kindly contact Mr Damons
damons@wpps.org.za should you have any queries.
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Interview with Ms Lauren van der
Valk

This week, Gordon Alexander, Connor Clark and Samuel Clarke,
the Grade 7 marketing portfolio boys feature an interview with Ms
Lauren van der Valk who is responsible for the following:
 Grades 6 and 7 History and PBL
 Grade 7 Community Portfolio
 Lost Property
 Grade 7 Lasbrey House Play
 Squash

Grade 1R boys are loving their Afrikaans lessons
with Ms Manuel. They are learning about the
rooms in the house and loving it!

Questions that were asked:
How long have you been at Wetpups?
I joined Wetpups at the start of 2020 after returning from teaching
in the UK.
What is your vision as a teacher and a historian?
As a teacher, I always strive to stretch my students and help them
to become critical and analytical thinkers. My goal is to see them
improve and succeed. I want to see happy, keen students who
enjoy learning and will leave Wetpups to be good human beings in
the world.
What are you passionate about?
I absolutely love history and archaeology. My passions also extend
to community outreach.
What's your next project?
At the moment in the Community Portfolio, we are looking to do
a soup drive and help collect bread tags for the Grade 2s’
collection.
Is there anything you would like to add to the interview?
I feel lucky to be at such a wonderful school with such passionate
and hardworking staff as well as kind, funny, and remarkable
pupils. Wetpups is a special place.
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