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The worldwide pandemic, has brought about many opportunities
for us to take a stern look at the manner in which we live our lives,
the way we treat animals and the environment, and, in some
cases, even ourselves. It has been over 100 years since we have
encountered a disaster of this nature - not since the Spanish Flu
pandemic in 1918. What the boys are still experiencing, is
unprecedented in terms of schooling and education.

Masks. These fabric or cloth masks now live on our faces, and we
need them wherever we go. These masks protect us from the
virus as well as others. It only works if the mask is covering your
mouth and nose. Too many times to count have I been sent out of
class for having my nose exposed.

The Grade 7 boys were asked to write a paragraph about their
impressions of the pandemic. Here are a few examples of their
work:
On March 1, 2021 the COVID-19 pandemic hit South Africa like a
house full on fire. Everyone was scrambling to get home and get
ready for online school, while we were busy lounging in the quiet
waters of Vleesbaai. I was against staying in Vleesbaai for online
school, “There was no way I would get through it,” I thought …
FRED VERSTER-COHEN
COVID-19 has affected the world in numerous ways. However, we
have adjusted to the circumstances that we are currently faced
with. The COVID lockdown was an interesting experience. As my
father’s beard grew longer, my family learned how to adapt to
COVID. Board games every night, testing out new food
combinations and playing ping pong. As it is hard to substantiate
positive factors about this pandemic, there are a few such as
online school. Online school was very dissimilar to anything we
had ever experienced before. Trying to do problem solving with
my dad at the dining room table and getting irritated with each
other. I think that staying indoors really brought our family closer
together.
MAXIMUS SANDRI
Does anyone else remember the pandemic rumours that used to
go around? People used to think that this was some kind of
bio-weapon created by the Chinese government, or that it was
created by big pharma companies. Whether you believe it or not,
it was all just “playground gossip.” Although no-one with common
sense believed in the rumours - for long - YouTubers weren’t
helping at all. Everyday I would see videos like, “ simulating the
coronavirus on plague inc.”, or “ Oh no the coronavirus killed
everyone in plague inc.” and my personal favourite “Buying all of
Walmart’s toilet paper,” which only sparked widespread panic.
Looking back on it, that was not probably the wisest choice …
NOAH TAYLOR
It has been a strange time for all of us, and we had to adapt. Then,
life got back to normal...ish, and we were allowed out of our
sanctuaries. It wasn't easy though. Masks became the new fashion
trend, and different shapes and sizes could be seen everywhere.
Sanitiser became the new hand lotion, with different scents and
colours. Making and losing strong relationships with people you
would have never believed possible. It was a tough time, but after
a while, we got used to it and it was just how 21st century people
would live. The 2019 James would believe I got this from a fiction
novel - how little did he know …
JAMES KOEN

Many students, including myself, went into online school for the
first time when the virus landed in their towns or cities. I was
fortunate to have the tools to continue my learning during the
virus, because many children did not have access to computers
and wifi. The world seemed to be running in a maze, but couldn't
find the way out.
Now, a glimmer of hope has begun to shine on the world with the
vaccine being released, and maybe our world, as we used to call
normal, could return to us again.
RUPERT ROBINSON
Initially, I loathed the coronavirus, because it took away our trip to
London on exchange, but as lockdown pursued, I started to realise
how vital spending time with your family really is.
If not for COVID-19, we would not have found new ways to
communicate with each other through Google Hangouts,
Houseparty and email. I still use those ways to connect with my
friends, and I will be using them for a very long time. Some say
that lockdown was awful, because we missed out on so much
sport, school, as well as family gatherings, but when I was
cemented at home, I got to really appreciate what I had. After
lockdown, I definitely had a shift in mindset, because I viewed
things differently and learnt to be more appreciative of my
belongings. During the course of lockdown, I developed new
interests such as bird watching, along with doing a lot more
drawing.
ALEXANDER TADROSS
Coronavirus. Pandemic. Mutant cold. The coronavirus is an
infectious disease that has spread all over the world, starting in
Wuhan City, China. Many people blame the Chinese and Asians for
most of it, because they eat unearthly things and that’s how Asian
hate started. In late March, when I “came” back from the Wales
exchange (because my trip was cut short by COVID-19), I had to
quarantine for two weeks, but the thing that I didn’t know, was
that straight after my quarantine ended, I was going to be
trapped in my house.
While I was in lockdown for over a year, I must say that I did get
depressed, because I couldn’t play any sport and couldn’t see any
of my friends physically, and even though I could see them
through a screen, It felt like being possessed by the most monstrous, psychopathic, sadomasochistic, dark, evil part of your own
self - a complete stranger who knows every nook and cranny of
your soul, so you can’t hide nor win.
CHRISTIAN PFENDE
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The Grade 7 Marketing Portfolio group has been interviewing
Wetpups staff and over the next few weeks will be showcasing
various staff members.
This week the boys feature Mr Colin Zinyeredzi who is running a
multitude of portfolios such as:
 General Knowledge Club
 Toastmasters
 Social and Emotional Learning
 Grade 6 Class Teacher
 Senior Primary Librarian
The boys posed the questions below to Mr Zinyeredzi:
How long have you been at Wetpups?
"I have been at Wetpups for four months - I started on 1
January."
What is your vision as a teacher and as the School’s Librarian?
"To transform boys into lifelong readers because today’s readers
are without a doubt tomorrow’s leaders. I also aim to create a
space where boys feel welcome and realise their full potential."

WPPS Alumni News
We are sad to inform you about the passing away of two Wetpups
Old Boys.
Zaydaan Saith (2014) passed away on Sunday after a very brave
and long battle with cancer.
Martin Koch (1979) died tragically on Tuesday.
We are devastated by this news and send our prayers of strength
and support to both these Wetpups families.

What are you passionate about?
"I am passionate about digital citizenship and academic integrity.
Scholars have to develop skills aimed at evaluating information
especially information published on the internet. Students need to
realise that all that glitters is not gold, excellent resources reside
alongside the most dubious on the internet. The level of alertness
on April Fools Day has to be maintained throughout the year. In
addition, we want to equip students to become ethical users of
information - ideas, words, and videos, etc, belong to those who
created them and they should be acknowledged through
complete citations."
What's your next project?
"We are still busy with reorganising the Library which is a big
project - collection development will be next. We also held the
World Book Day Celebration on 23 April and it was loads of fun to
see so many book characters jubilant on campus."
Is there anything you would like to add to the interview?
"Well, just to appreciate the opportunity the School has afforded
me."

Thought for the Week
“Life isn’t simply made of the things we do, but the things we
don’t do too. And every moment of our life is a kind of turning.”
Matt Haig in “The Midnight Library” (2020)
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From the Sport’s Desk
The coach-athlete relationship is recognised as a performance
factor in today’s modern sporting environment. Like any other
relationship it is defined by the quality of understanding, respect,
trust and predictability that exists between two people. With each
passing week and each practice session our coaches are
encouraged to continuously build an environment in which the
boys can feel comfortable in expressing their talents. Our
performances this past week and the excitement on the boys
faces showed that we are on the right track after missing 12
months of competitive sport.
Announcements:
 Rugby and hockey sport photos are now available on the app
under the Sports section
 Park Rugby has been suspended till further notice. Practices
will continue.
 Rugby fixtures vs SACS have been cancelled due to the DBE
announcement regarding contact sport this past week.
Practices will continue on practice days.
 Voluntary touch has been suspended till further notice.
 Hockey fixtures have also been cancelled due to the DBE
announcement regarding contact sport. Practices will
continue on practice days. Further communication will be
provided by Mr Boardman-Smith regarding alternative
practice days.
 Squash league has been suspended for Term 2, practices will
remain on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.
 Cross Country will continue as per normal.
 Chess match vs Fish Hoek has been cancelled today.
Rugby
WPPS vs VUSA

Hockey
WPPS vs Kirstenhof
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Wetpups Instagram and Facebook Pages
Don't forget to follow Wetpups on
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/_wetpups/?hl=en
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Wetpups
Alumni Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/wppsalumni
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Grade 4 Blazer
and Grade 7 House
Tie Ceremony
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Grade 4 Blazer Ceremony Posters
The Grade 4B boys have been learning how to use Keynote on our
iPads. We created tables and inserted pictures and words to
commemorate the Blazer Ceremony on Monday. We have also
been trying out different formatting options to make our work look
appealing.

Jonty Turck

Edward Mvulana

Joshua van Mill

Oliver Bothner

Ross Thompson

Samuel Moolman

Chapel Service
Click on the following link to view this week’s Chapel Service:
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1MN_qeIhxU6J6R5ElP75tv8xk9r3iMr0j/view?ts=60a1dd9a
Thomas Pearce
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Grade 1 STEAM
Project
This week the boys did another science experiment. After chatting
about the water cycle we made a rain cloud in a jar. The boys put
water in a jar, added shaving cream that represented the cloud,
and then using a dropper carefully dropped food colouring - the
rain, onto the cloud. They saw what happens when the cloud
became saturated with water droplets. They loved watching the
process!

Grade 1R boys enjoying a Go Noodle break...

Look how beautifully we are writing!
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