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Newsletter

The Silent Hub
Some parts of the school that we don’t hear about often enough
are our Boarding House, Scholarship Programme and Future
Teachers’ Academy. Design & Technology at Wetpups is also an
area at the school that the boys enjoy so much. In this newsletter,
I would like to share some of the things that we do here.
Boarding at Barlow House
It goes without saying that being a boarder has many benefits. It is
believed that boarding prepares one for the non-academic aspects
of school life and beyond, developing independence, better time
management and diverse social interaction skills.
Our boarding house is very small, creating a lovely, homely
environment. We have eight available beds in our senior dorm
and six beds in our junior dorm, so there is a maximum of only 14
boys at Barlow House at any given time.
We are lucky to have wonderful boarding house initiatives. Our
alumni dinners provide opportunities for past boarders to spend
an evening at Barlow House with the current boarders. We have
engaged in outreach activities such as making up various parcels
and serving at a pop-up soup kitchen. Activities that the boys
enjoy include games night, cinema, guest night, astro sports, and
much, much more. We also have termly outings. In the past these
have included a day with the Stormers rugby team, an exclusive
tour of a submarine at the SA Navy, ice skating, bowling and again,
much, much more. We are looking forward to our visit to the
Ysterplaat Airforce base later this year if all goes well. It is also
interesting to observe the business skills of 9- to 13-year-old boys
when given a budget to manage their own meals at their dinners
out.
Our vibrant calendar certainly provides multiple opportunities for
boys to develop skills for independence, which would not necessarily be possible at home. So, when our boys do move off to high
school and grow up, they are certainly far more prepared for an
independent way of life.
Future Teachers’ Academy
While bidding farewell to our student teachers who qualified at
the end of 2020, it was amazing to see the number of boys who
were positively impacted by their presence; a reminder of the
significant influence our students have on our boys at WPPS.
Our Future Teachers’ Academy (FTA) programme is continuing to
make inroads in providing opportunities for future teachers to
hone their craft while working towards a teaching degree. We
currently have 13 students in our FTA. As a school body, we have
to remain mindful of the fact that the student teachers’ primary
goal is to attain their teaching qualifications in hope of being
employed one day. We often forget that they are in training as
they often do such a wonderful job at caring for the boys in our
school.
Our Academy lectures continue to provide our students with

valuable discussions, personal and professional development, as
well as skills development opportunities that are not documented
in university textbooks.
Topics that are covered include

What education needs from teachers today

Expectations from schools and headmasters

The education landscape in South Africa and abroad

The future of assessment in schools

Developing a CV and motivational letter

Self-discovery

First aid training

Sports coaching levels

And more
We believe that our student teachers are gaining valuable
experience and knowledge, which they can one day take into their
own classrooms, while continuing to provide a wonderful
education to our youth.
WPPS Scholarship Programme
It is amazing that we can provide opportunities for boys, who may
not necessarily have the opportunity to attend a school like WPPS,
to experience a Wetpups education. We hope that the impact we
have on the boys and their families is one of a positive nature. We
continue to refine our programme to ensure that it is not one that
only focuses on academic exposure or opportunity. The fact is, a
Wetpups experience is one that remains holistic in the
development of all the boys in our school.
In our endeavours to improve the scholarship programme, we
have looked at the following key focus areas:
Focus areas:

Establishing parent engagement and integration

Mentorship of the boys from origin community (scholarship
boys)

Shifts to the boarding house structure

Fundamental cog to the inclusivity and awareness strategy

Shifting the narrative and establishing proper support process

Unifying school through sport, art, and culture
Enabled by:

Strong partnerships

Programme management

Fundraising and awareness
It is important to note that support on all levels will ensure that
we run a successful programme. I would encourage anyone who
feels that they can assist in any of the above areas to provide
guidance and support to do so, as the future of our country lies in
the hands of our children. What better way to invest in our future
than for it to start at Wetpups?
Design and Technology
“Design and Technology is a practical and valuable subject. It enables children and young people to actively contribute to the
creativity, culture, wealth and well-being of themselves, their
Cont/d Page 2
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community and their nation. It teaches how to take risks and so
become more resourceful, innovative, enterprising and capable.”
Text taken from the Design & Technology Association.
At WPPS, Design and Technology provides creative freedom for
our boys to express their problem-solving capabilities. It builds on
the skills and knowledge gained in mainstream academic subjects
like Maths, English, Science, etc. As much as the boys are having
fun in this space, they are experiencing the marriage of subjectrelated content and real-life experiences.
In Grade 4, the focus is on the development of technical skills,
which are the abilities and knowledge needed to perform certain
tasks.
In Grade 5, we introduce technological bias. This is where we hone
in on the perceptions of emerging technologies. We also focus on
the skills that are current like programming, coding etc.
Grade 6 is where we introduce scenario-based learning. Boys are
taught the technological process to solve problems within various
scenarios posed. It is amazing to see the different views expressed
and approaches offered to solve one problem. The technological
process is implemented using the following steps:

identify a problem

research the problem

generate possible solutions

select the best solution

create a model, test the model

refine and retest the model as needed

and communicate the final solution

Some of our Grade 2 boys sharing the teachings of Islam
and Ramadan with Grade NN

In the Grade 7 year boys are given an opportunity to use the skills
and knowledge learnt to implement the technological process by
solving a problem within their area of interest. This year there are
some wonderful concepts coming through, and I look forward to
sharing some of them over the course of the next few weeks.
As I always say to the boys, “There is no timeline on creativity.”
Our expectation of the boys is for them to think critically and to
apply themselves consistently. These are key in successful problem solving.
MO BARENDSE

Chapel Service
Click on the following link to view this week’s Chapel Service:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K277hQkIBDWLvfkfzI90CTLZtwlF
-sAX/view?ts=6098be5e

Thought for the Week
“Success comes from curiosity, concentration, perseverance and
self-criticism.”
Scientist Albert Einstein (1879-1955)
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From the Sport’s Desk

Sports Results:

Sports can be a fun and engaging way for children to learn some
important lessons about life. Studies suggest that participation in
sports can be very beneficial, fostering responsible social
behaviours, greater academic success, and an appreciation of
personal health and fitness. Participating in a team also can give
children an important sense of belonging.
“Sports are opportunities for children to learn; they provide a
“practice field" for life; for example, learning to work as a team
teaches young children social skills that will help them in their
growth as people, not just as athletes. For our boys, participating
in sports may develop teamwork, leadership, self-confidence,
self-discipline, and coping skills. Sport can also teach them about
sportsmanlike behaviour and respect for authority. In fact,
according to a survey of teachers and school administrators, youth
that participated in sports had better grades and behaved better
in the classroom because of the associated discipline and work
ethic. The evidence from research is clear - children and youth
who are involved in physical activities such as sports fare better in
school, have higher social skills, are more team-orientated, and
are healthier as determined by fitness standards.” (https://
extension.psu.edu>parents-making-youth-sports-a-positiveexperience-role-models)
As our boys get back into the competitive side of sport, I
encourage parents and coaches to play an active role in our boys’
sport development. We have ensured that our coaches
understand the importance of engaging with our boys in a manner
that is both respectable and clear. Boys are given opportunities to
express their talents during practice sessions and to have a sense
of belonging I encourage all our boys to constantly work hard for
themselves, their teammates and school, and to use sport as a
tool to showcase their talents. The 3Ds namely; discipline,
dedication, determination of our coaching model will be
reinforced constantly during practice sessions. Lastly, the boys are
encouraged to display the 3Rs of athlete behaviour namely: react,
respect, responsibility.
Announcements:

Cross Country - we have resumed our Newlands Forest runs.
Boys are asked to meet at the start of the run at 16:45 for
registration every Monday. We will inform parents of a
potential WPA cross country league soon.

Rugby and hockey fixtures have been confirmed and
uploaded on the app under the sports section. Please consult
sports policy regarding selection, sports kit etc.

Park Rugby - Grades 1 and 2 kicked off last week, we
encourage all boys to attend Fridays on the Mount Royal
from 15:00 - 16:00. Boys to be dropped off at the Riviera
Road gate.

Rugby fixtures vs Vusa will be livestreamed this weekend,
available on the following link - Mount Royal Field: Mount
Royal Live Dauncey Field: Dauncey Field Live

Mouthguards are compulsory for contact sports; parents can
make use of one our service providers in the past https://
www.maxmouthguards.co.za

Well done to the following boys on their swimming achievements
at our Inter-House Gala:
Maskell Cup (fastest 100m freestyle) James Malan
Curtain Cup (fastest 4x25m relay)
Matthew Fenn
Marshall Oosthuysen
Louis de Waal
Luke Ratcliffe
Middle Victor Ludorum (U12)
Ryan Dales
Benjamin Sirin
Senior Victor Ludorum (U13)
Matthew Fenn
Hosty Spirit Cup
Lasbrey
Benjamin Cup (Inter-House Cup)
Stansbury

Grade 1 boys are loving being able to play in the sandpit
again!

ROBIN DAMONS
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Grade 1 STEAM Projects
This week the boys enjoyed their STEAM science experiment. As
we are learning about ships and boats, we have chatted about
density.
In this experiment the boys in their groups dropped an orange into
water and observed what happened. It floated! We then peeled
the orange and again put it in water. It sank!

Today, during our STEAM activity, the boys made swings for the
Enormous Crocodiles Park. They used straws, pipe cleaners,
cardboard and masking tape. They had to try and get their “Sticky”
to balance on the cardboard seat. They loved the challenge of
getting the swing to actually swing back and forth.

The boys came to the conclusion that the unpeeled orange floats
because the rind is porous and filled with air pockets. So, even
though you are removing mass when you peel the orange, the
peeled orange is more dense and sinks in the water.
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Grade 2 Pottery
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Book Sale Fundraiser for Ikhwili Tour
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Artwork Collection

Christopher McLagan - Texture Collage

Ethan Bunkell - Texture Collage

Connor Rogers - War Print

Dante Moore - War and Peace Print

Felix Bagg - Peace Print

Muhammad Solomons - Peace Print
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Artwork Collection

Jack Fleck - Textured Collage

Connor Clark - Textured Collage

Julian Boeddinghaus - Textured Collage

Oliver Badenhorst - War Print
Oscar Weldon - War and Peace
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