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Meanwhile these three remain: faith, hope, and
love; and the greatest of these is love 1 Corinthians 13:13
23 April 2021

Newsletter

From the Headmaster’s Desk
We come back to school this term having had a very good
two-week break. Although the pandemic is still very much part of
our daily lives, we are trying to ensure that our boys have as normal experience at school as possible. It is for this reason that we
have reverted to normal drop-off and pick-up times for the different grades. We are also going to our normal timetable and normal
sports and extracurricular activities this term. It should be noted
that we will still be sticking strictly to COVID-19 protocols and
grades will not be mixed. We are really looking forward to playing
inter-schools rugby and hockey matches. At the end of last term
we were allowed to play our first competitive matches. The boys
and staff were delighted to be able to compete in water polo. Our
boys did very well, with our U13A team beating SACS 5-4 in a hotly
contested and exciting match.
As we begin this term there are many things of which we can be
proud. We continue to work really hard on transforming our
school to one where all our boys feel welcome and they belong. A
Transformation Development Plan for 2025 has been put together
by the staff which will be presented to the Inclusivity and
Awareness Committee for comment. The document will then be
worked on and sent to the Board for further discussion and
ratification, and it will form part of our Strategic Planning that we
will set up over the next few months.
The Social and Emotional Learning Programme that we implemented at the beginning of the year is going very well with our
boys being exposed to Self-Awareness and Self-Management in
the first term. We start this term by looking at Social Awareness.
This is about teaching our boys empathy and compassion, making
sure that they are not only aware of those around them, but that
they also care for them in active ways by doing something. One
aspect that we will be pushing hard this term is manners. We need
to reinforce this important skill. Having good manners is a way for
us to show that we are aware of those around us and we do care
about them. Let us all parents and staff, work together to ensure
that our boys show awareness, empathy and care by the
wonderful manners they have. If we can get all our boys to treat
those around them with respect and understanding, we will have
gone a long way in making sure that all our boys feel welcome at
Wetpups and that they belong.

Although, it has been very frustrating not being able to do sport as
we would like during these times, we have plans to further
develop our sport at Wetpups so that every boy is given the
opportunity to excel at sport. We have plans in place to have
academies running for the more individual sports like swimming,
cricket, cross country and athletics. The boys will have access to
experts who can coach them on a one-on-one basis at school.
These experts will be paid for by the individual parents in much
the same way as they do in music. We have extended the cultural
programme this year by having more activities available in the
afternoons for the boys such as drama, art and dance.
In our quest to produce the best environment for our boys to
grow and develop optimally, we are undertaking a strategic
planning process. The first part of the process is looking at where
we are at the moment. This involves us taking stock of our
strengths and weaknesses as assessed through a survey that has
been conducted by the Independent Quality Assurance Agency.
We thank all those who have participated in this survey. We will
be using the results of the survey to assist us in setting our course
for the next five years. We aspire to be the school that provides
every boy with the best opportunities to excel in their areas of
strength and passion. We are keen to address any shortcomings
we may have and also build on our strengths as a school. Let us all
work together to make this school a happy, safe, and secure place
where the resources provided and the atmosphere created results
in optimal learning .
In all that we do at Wetpups, we try to ensure that we provide the
boys with opportunities for them to awaken their potentials and
to strive for personal excellence in areas of strength so that they
can eventually use these God-given talents to change the world in
a positive way.
SIMON WEAVER

We are very proud of the fact that Wetpups has now made a
device available to every boy from Grades 3 to 7. This massive
step forward is going to revolutionise the teaching experience for
our boys. With every boy being able to work on a computer in all
his lessons means that so much more can be achieved and done
by the teachers and the boys. The boys now have secure access to
the knowledge and tools they require to do real and relevant
learning in a deep way. The boys in Grades 1 and 2 have 24
devices for the 48 boys in each grade. We hope to change this
next year so that we can achieve 1-to-1 ratio for all our boys. The
one huge positive that has resulted due to COVID has been the
ability of our teachers and boys to work with IT so that more is
now available to the boys for learning.
celebrating life and learning
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Thank you so much for your generous donations with our
last-minute "Easter Love Pack" collection last term.
We managed to make over 90 little love packs for Huis Nuweland
(with beautiful handmade cards!) that included extras for their
staff too. Thank you so much for bringing smiles to so many individuals this Easter!
With appreciation from Grade 7 Community Portfolio
#wetpupscares

TERM DATES – 2022
TERM 1
Wednesday, 19 January – Friday, 25 March
TERM 2
Tuesday, 12 April – Friday, 24 June
TERM 3
Tuesday, 19 July – Friday 30 September
TERM 4
Tuesday, 11 October – Thursday, 8 December

Headmaster’s Assembly and Chapel Service
Click on the following link to view this week’s Headmaster’s
Assembly: https://www.loom.com/
share/5abd4fe7c6644790b297749ce58aca3c
Click on the following link to view this week’s Chapel Service:
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1F0PUSG34sTVavcB7FXqIgCFFaUvNWNG9/view
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From the Sport’s Desk cont/d...

From the Sport’s Desk

Rugby
It was really nice to see the boys out on the rugby field this past
week. The enthusiasm and enjoyment experienced was something
to remember. It has been a challenging 18 months and seeing the
boys back on their respective fields, catching and passing was a
wholesome sight. We look forward to an exciting season ahead.
Andrew Hughes
Hockey
After a year of no hockey, our passionate and enthusiastic team of
coaches are raring to go, and I know that our boys cannot wait to
get onto the turf either. We are looking forward to setting a good
foundation through skills development and some game practice
over the next few weeks as we wait for our fixtures to kick in, and
look forward to another competitive season against our Southern
Suburbs opposition. It is always great to welcome some of our
Wetpups old boys back, so we look forward to the input of
Wynand van Zyl (2010), Cameron Chadwick (2014), as well as
Justin Stoddart (2015), who are joining our coaching staff in 2021.
Their knowledge and playing experience, combined with their
inside knowledge of the “Wetpups way” should certainly add
significant value to our teams.
Warren Boardman-Smith
Squash
I am thrilled to have so many enthusiastic sign-ups for squash this
term. After a year of no sport it will be great to see the boys back
in action, and to have interaction outside of the classroom. Our
coaching team consists of Mr Zinyeredzi, Mr Mhulafuno, Mrs
Lunn and me.

Announcements
 Term 2 sport will follow our normal rules regarding participation. Grades 1 and 2 will have compulsory sport practice days
for rugby and hockey. Boys will be provided with hockey
sticks for these two grades.
 Grades 3 to 7 boys will be required to commit to one team
sport. The sport programme has been adjusted on certain
days to allow boys to participate in a cultural activity as well
as do a team sport. Kindly use the following link to sign up:
Grades 3 - 7: Term 2 Sport Sign-Up Sheet
 Grades N to 3 please consult the following link relating to the
extra-mural programme. Included is the private extra-mural
information Pre-Prep and Junior Prep Extramurals
 Cross country leagues have been cancelled for the season,
however we will continue with practice in preparation for the
Pentangular.
 Rugby fixtures have been confirmed and uploaded on the app
under the Sports Section. All other fixtures will be confirmed
soon.
 Squash will commence in the first week of May.
 A Biokineticist is available to assist all boys during Phys Ed
lessons. The cost per session is covered by the parent. Please
refer to the following link: Biokineticist Flyer
 Park Rugby Grades 1 and 2 will start on Friday, 7 May.
 Friday afternoon U9 to U13 rugby and U11 to U13 hockey
programme will start Friday, 7 May.
 Team sport trials will take place during the course of the preseason programme.
ROBIN DAMONS

Holiday Club
In the last week of the holiday, 40 boys from Grades 2-5 participated in an Eco Holiday Club. The boys enjoyed the hands-on nature of the activities, which ranged from making our own seed
bombs to create Guerilla Gardens, to seed bird feeders, twig
boats, terrariums, a wheatgrass seed head, and a scavenger hunt!
A lot of messy fun was had and, hopefully, the boys learnt how
easy it is to have fun with nature.
Simone Becker

Lauren van der Valk
Cross Country
Focus on Progress: run to move forward from where you were in
the past. This is our cross country motto.
After a 2020 season that could not happen, we believe that we
can make a difference by becoming fit, which will have a positive
impact for the future.
Our 2015 Cross Country captain, Justin Stoddart will be running
and training with the boys and teaching them valuable skills. Each
boy needs to improve in his own capacity, trying his best every
time. His aim should be to complete his race, then to improve on
his time.
G- Give thoughtful feedback if anyone is hurt…
R- Respect others running
O- One task = running
U- Soft voices (while we having fun)
P- Participate actively
S- STAY with the group…but reach YOUR goal.
Steph du Bruyn
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Ikhwili Primary

Mr Mzilana from Ikhwili Primary in Kei Mouth, spent the last three
days at Wetpups training to use the Google console. Wetpups
continues to have a close relationship with Ikhwili; our Grade 7
boys tour there annually and we continue to support the professional development of the school's teachers.

Grade 1 boys have extracted themselves from the
busyness around them and they are enjoying some
calming colouring.

Thank you to the Wetpups staff members who assisted in the
training workshop, to The Andros Hotel for hosting Mr Mzilana,
and to The Club House restaurant for hosting an evening to welcome Mr Mzilana.
Wetpups is currently trying to raise funds for the reciprocal Ikhwili
Grade 7 tour to Cape Town in August. They have fixtures arranged
at Rondebosch, SACS, Springfield, Herschel, and WPPS. If you are
interested in assisting with this fundraising initiative, please
contact Mr Hughes hughes@wpps.org.za your support will be
greatly appreciated.

Max Brown (Grade 4) participated in two Western
Province Mountain biking XCO Championship Series where he
placed fourth and third in the first two events. In the recent
Southern Africa XCO series he was placed third in his age
group . Well done, Max!

Ms Becker went to drop off the water pump bought
with the proceeds of our staff cake sale at Wavecrest
Primary School this week In the photo with her are
Claudette LaVita, Outreach Coordinator, and Christopher September, Head of the Garden Project.
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South African Mathematics
Challenge: Junior Maths Olympiad
All boys in Grades 4-7 wrote the first round of the South African
Mathematics Challenge in the third week of March.
Congratulations to the following boys, who have been invited to
participate in the second round of the South African Mathematics
Challenge on Wednesday 26 May, from 14:00 - 15:00 (venue TBC)
Special mention should be made of Jeremy Liddle in Grade 7 who
scored 19/20 - an outstanding achievement indeed.

Grade 4
Thomas Brown
Shyam Dahya
Callum Maydon
Neo Milne
Oliver Müller
Leo Murray
Thomas Pearce
Finn Pickard
Jonty Turck
Jack White
Jack Thwaits
Ibrahim Solomons
Yusuf Brey
Oliver Shaw
Gabriel Cooke
Ben Osler
Cian Crowster

Grade 6
Daniel Bowers
Adam Conroy
Yazeed Lalken
Oliver Badenhorst
James Hugo
Michael Merryweather
Sechaba Shimange
Ethan Bunkell
John Dingley
Harrison Ford
Dante Moore
Benjamin Honigwachs
Alistair Hughes
Zameer Osman

Grade 5
Andrew Barnes
Ross Mukheiber
Luke Chamberlain
Dylan Davies
Riley Whitcomb
James Cowen
Rayyaan Osman
Ethan Totaram Jacobs
Yusuf Patel
Matthew Ratcliffe
Jamie Thomason
Ryan Davies
Matthew Koch
Samuel Nicholson
Yuvaraj Ghiwala
Boyd Roberts
Cuan Cadiz
Seth Hamilton
Yakhani Siwundla
Michael Todd
Connor Malan
Nicolas Dike

Grade 7
Matthew de Jager
Benjamin Koch
Joshua Gillett
Stuart Hudson
Zuhayr Sirkot
Andrew Ward
Nicholas Sedgwick
Luca Williams
Andrew Mommsen
Jeremy Liddle
Angus Bromley
Jack Hibling
Gabriel Rogers

Thought for the Week
“The manner in which one endures what must be endured is
more important than the thing that must be endured.”
American statesman Dean Acheson (1893-1971)
Sebastian Dickson was selected for the 2020 U6
Western Province Karate Squad
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A digital copy of the WPPS 2020 magazine is now available for viewing online. While many of our usual activities were curtailed owing to
COVID-19, we still have numerous happy memories to savour. Click here to view our magazine 2020 WPPS Magazine Please contact per-
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