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Power and Privilege Essays
Grade 7 SEL
Over the last few weeks, we have discussed the definitions,
concepts, and consequences of power and privilege during our SEL
sessions and it was time to see the boys’ understanding of the
introduction to this uncomfortable, yet vital topic. These
aspects of society can lead to positive and negative outcomes,
depending on the nature in which they are understood and
applied in everyday life. They needed, therefore, to write an essay
of no more than 150 words in which they would explain how
power and privilege affected them in everyday life, as well as how
it affects our society as a whole. They used the vocabulary and
lesson planners from the three sessions we had to assist them.
These are but a few examples of the many brilliant responses from
the boys. My only regret is that I cannot share them all, as I was
incredibly impressed with the mature and insightful engagement
and as a school, we are incredibly proud of how they have
handled such an advanced and contemporary topic.
RYAN GEDDES
Here are some Grade 7 Essays - Unedited
The social injustice we, as humans, face is horrendous. People of
colour are being stepped on by people of power. A great deal of
people these days are born with power and privilege, but they use
it to gain more power. They don’t give a single thought to helping
those in need. Power is an entitlement. A mass of people with
power complain about what they don’t have, - they have
everything they need! Whereas, there are people who have
nothing and they have learnt to look at the brighter side of things.
Middle class people, such as myself, we don’t realize what our
privileges are until someone tells us. We take advantage of our
authority instead of helping those in need using that same
authority. Rather than complaining, I think we all must recognize
we have a privilege whether we are rich or poor. We need to be
grateful for what we have.

I am fuming, as well as disgusted, at how my world is owing to the
colour of my skin. I am lucky, but why? Well, fate took care of
that. I am gaining sleep scarcely, knowing that people with
coloured skin are sleeping on a cold, hard floor. My power over
black people is boundless. The people from my past have put me
in this situation where I am today. They have given me the power
through money, control and privilege. I was born with privilege
over my opposite sex and other coloured people. To this day, I cry
in my sleep, I cry where nobody can see, with the guilt of two gods
having a battle like it’s the end of the world. In conclusion my life
goal is to put a halt to this and make everybody an equal.
Power is something that comes with status and is often used to
control people. Power is the commodity that keeps giving
powerful people even more power. An example of power is Grade
7 portfolios. For example, I chose to do Student Council. I have the
power to listen to my fellow students, or I could turn my back on
them and make their lives harder. Power is something that can be
lost easily, but can be gained just as effortlessly. Privilege is
something that provides more opportunities. Everybody has
privilege in a different form, but some privilege grants more
opportunities. If you use power and privilege together you can do
great deeds and make great change, or you can use it to oppress
others and set us back fifty years.

Thought for the Week
“It’s your road and yours alone. Others may walk it with you, but
no one can walk it for you.”
Persian Sunni Muslim poet Jalal al-Din Rumi (1207-1273)

Power and privilege is an extremely tricky subject to cover, but
nevertheless we must. Privilege to me is having advantages over
others just for being born a certain way. How white privilege
affects me is through the school I attend, or the house I live in.
White privilege to me, is like a caterpillar, there are 2 caterpillars,
ones brown the other is white, the white one has all the plants
and it will be very easy for it to become a butterfly, while the
brown caterpillar is on the ground scavenging for food, all the
plants in his area are dead, or not edible, he will struggle to
become a butterfly. That to me represents privilege, all this
because of the area they were born in. Lastly, privilege is not your
fault! Just because you were born a certain way. It becomes a
problem when you know you privilege and do nothing.
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Headmaster’s Assembly and
Chapel Service
Click on the following link to view this week’s Headmaster’s
Assembly: https://www.loom.com/
share/13557ecad1a34ecba651b4b58bbcd348
Click on the following link to view this week’s Chapel Service:
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/140ZETFz1sdFivdRKW4lrdpnss_Kw_o75/view

With each boy now being allocated a device for use at school, we
felt it important to amend our AUP with regard to the use and
safety of devices. At the end of this term, boys in Grades 6 and 7
will be allocated a lockable locker with a charging point inside
where they will be able to store their devices. Grades 1 to 5 will
still have their devices locked away by their teachers. Kindly find
the inclusion to the School's AUP below.
Devices (Chromebooks and iPads) AUP
Devices (Chromebooks and iPads) loaned to boys are School
property. I agree to keep the equipment in good condition (and
return it to the School on their demand) in the same condition. In
the event of any damage or need for repair owing to negligence, I
will be held responsible for all costs incurred.
If you have any queries please contact Andrew Hughes
hughes@wpps.org.za

Enjoying the Library

The Grade 1 boys are learning to build words
and blend the sounds.
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Grade 1 Science Experiment
This week the boys did their first science experiment - a tornado in
a bottle. Spinning the bottle in a circular motion created a water
vortex that looks like a mini tornado. The water spins rapidly
around the centre of the vortex due to centripetal force. Vortexes
found in nature include tornadoes and hurricanes. The boys
loved seeing their own tornadoes form in the bottle.
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