WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
Choose to make every day a great day. Find ways to play. When interacting with others,
stay focused in order to be present. Find someone who needs a helping hand, a word of
support, or a good ear – and make their day.
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Newsletter

The situation you live in, does not
need to live in you
Martin Luther King Jr stated: “The time is always right to do what
is right.” This relates directly to our core values and the
self-discipline needed to implement those values. Through mental
practice, we focus on a task before us and let other temptations
and distractions pass us by.
Reflecting on 2020, we have to acknowledge as a society that we
always need to strive to do better. We have seen various incidents
where ambitions for personal gain were placed under the
spotlight, and caused division and unrest for this diverse and
vibrant nation. I often reflect on my own life and ask just how
much value am I adding to society? Am I doing enough to better
the environment around me?
Much of my role is to influence our young boys with the
motivation and life lessons to go out and be ambassadors for our
school wherever they may be through sport development.
Through sport I aim to awaken the potential of every boy by
empowering him with the necessary tools to develop into a
talented sportsman. I aim to nurture talent through various stages
of development; at the same time to ensure everyone has fun and
develops the skills required to excel.
For 2021, we will continue with our current programmes and also
look to implement new projects that will expose our boys to
diverse sporting environments. I want to ensure that all learners
are exposed to quality coaching, which makes them have a sense
of being part of a team, whether an A or B team. We also want to
empower our coaching staff with the necessary skills needed to
coach comfortably in any environment and feel a sense of
belonging. Regarding selection and opportunities, it is my goal to
ensure that through the early stages of sport development, each
boy is involved in an environment where he will grow within the
sport.
The benefits of sport are numerous:
 Children’s character and moral principles are formed through
fair play. Moreover, children who are actively engaged in
sports can be good role models for their peers, at school and
in their neighbourhoods, and inspire them to start playing
some sports as well.
 It enables them to create friendships they otherwise might
not have formed. For example, the friendships professional
athletes develop on the field remain intact even when they
are not playing and often last a lifetime.
 Through sport people are brought together from all over the
world, regardless of their nationality, religion, culture, or skin
colour.
 Teamwork and the benefits of social interaction among
children are best seen in sport. Children learn that they are
part of a team that requires the same effort from all
members for it to succeed, as well as how to win with class,
and lose with dignity.






Competitions on and off the field are viewed as opportunities
to learn from both success and failure. In addition, losing
often motivates children to work even harder for next time.
Children learn to respect authority, rules, teammates and
opponents.
Sport experiences help build positive self-esteem.
Participating in sport helps reduce stress and increase
feelings of physical and mental well-being, as well as fighting
against juvenile delinquency, conflict and aggressive
outbursts. The point is to keep the body in good health in
order to be able to keep the mind strong and clear.

Through our long-term athlete development model, each boy
from Pre-Prep to Senior Prep will be involved in an environment
where he will grow through the various stages of sports
development. We need to acknowledge that we might not always
be on the winning side, but the enjoyment and performance of
sport for every boy should be of a high standard. We want to
create future sports leaders and true sports ambassadors for our
school.
ROBIN DAMONS - Head of Sport

Christmas
Collection for
Kitchen and
Ground Staff
WPPS is organising a Christmas collection for our kitchen and
ground staff, who spend much time ensuring the happiness of the
boys and staff in terms of cleaning and preparing grounds and
food. We will purchase food vouchers with the funds raised.
Donations may be electronically transferred to the schools’ bank
account, FNB, Branch 204209, Account No. 50152664890, Ref:
Christmas Hamper.

Headmaster’s Assembly and
Chapel Service
Click on the following link to view this week’s Headmaster’s Assembly: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GJ3WHZ8htd7oh7Xly_Ylj3ILTgWKMDR/view
Click on the following link to view this week’s Chapel Service:
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1CFUDxF27P44iOA6C9XKiJGDni9y1Xe93/view
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Grade 1 Activities
Whilst learning about the traditional clothing of Ancient Greeks,
the boys designed their own sandals during our STEAM activity.
They began by tracing their feet for the sole, then carefully
constructed their sandal with strips of paper and, finally, added a
touch of glitz and glamour with gemstones. The boys were so
proud of their designs and a few teachers even asked to place an
order!

We are pleased to announce an exciting opportunity for Wetpups
to help those who are less fortunate than we are in a tangible
way. In a year where we have not been able to do much as a
school to help others, this gives us a chance to ensure that some
learners will start 2021 on the correct footing with appropriate
stationery.
On Monday, 9 November, each boy (according to his Grade) will
be given an envelope in which to place the items below. We ask
that the boys decorate their envelopes so that they are appealing
to the recipients.










Grades N-3
six HB pencils
ruler
rubber
12 pack twisties/wind-up
crayons
sharpener
scissors
pencil bag
glue stick










Grades 4-7
six HB pencils
ruler
rubber
six blue ball point pens
sharpener
scissors
pencil bag
glue stick

Please could envelopes be returned to school on or before
Monday, 30 November. Anyone wishing to fill more than one
envelope may fetch more from the Eden or Newlands Road
Offices. If you would like to donate extra stationery, but not fill an
envelope, please contact Ms Becker, becker@wpps.org.za
The filled envelopes will be distributed to learners at schools in
the Mitchells Plain area. Our goal is to produce at least 500
envelopes! Once the final numbers are in, JET Education Services
will assist us in linking with a school where the numbers can be
matched so that every learner receives an envelope.
As a Wetpups community we would like to encourage our boys to
be part of this drive by either earning pocket money that can be
used to purchase the stationery items, or by giving up something
in lieu of the money needed to buy it.
Weekly updates showing the drive’s progress will be published in
the newsletter and posted on Facebook and Instagram.

Thought for the Week
“Never apologize for showing your feelings. When you do, you are
apologizing for the truth.”
American writer José N. Harris

Music Demos for 2021
This week, boys in Grades 1, 2 and 3 were given music demos on
the instrument options for next year. Please talk to your son about
which instrument/s he is interested in learning next year. A letter
with sign-up information and 2021 music fees will be sent out in
the next couple of weeks.
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Grade 1 Activities
The boys enjoyed their second coding lesson. They continued to
learn about sequencing and learnt something new, which was how
to give a command. They loved their unplugged and Code Spark
activity.

Last week the boys continued to experiment with bicarb and vinegar.
They learnt about acids and bases. They put vinegar in a bottle and
bicarb in a balloon. They gently attached the balloon to the bottle
with the vinegar in it. To the count of three they all shook the
contents of the balloon into the vinegar. There were shrieks of
delight as they saw that the chemical reaction inflated the balloon.
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Grade 1 Activities
The boys enjoyed their maths group outside today.

The boys loved their early morning reading up in the tree
house.
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