WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
Choose to make every day a great day. Find ways to play. When interacting with others,
stay focused in order to be present. Find someone who needs a helping hand, a word of
support, or a good ear – and make their day.
20 November 2020

Newsletter

An Extraordinary School
On the inside cover of the centenary school book, A Prep School
and Its People, it reads, " To all who know Western Province Prep,
it is obvious that it is an extraordinary school. This perception is
not simply as a result of their own experiences of it, but based
upon reflections concerning its founding, development, and
survival over the past hundred years."
Mark Shuttleworth wrote in the foreword of the book, "Wetpups,
the name we lovingly give the school and its family, captures
perfectly the balance of energy, informality, adventure, and
vulnerability shared by those who walk in its corridors." He goes
on to say, "the intense commitment of teachers and parents, of
lives and life savings, an investment that those of us who gathered
in lines every morning wouldn't appreciate until many years later
when we find ourselves wanting to pay it back and forward, for
our own children or generations to come."
It is true that over the years Wetpups has faced many challenges
and successes. 2020 has been a year like no other yet, once again,
the Wetpups community has risen to the many challenges it has
had to face, with compassion, grit, solidarity, grace and commitment.
Our parents have supported us and believed in the school during
very testing times, and our outstanding teachers have guided the
boys through difficult waters and bought them safely to shore as
we come to the end of the year. This Wetpups community has
stood firm.

To our Grade 7s and their parents, may your new journey in 2021
be all that you wish for and always remember Iusta Tenete - hold
fast to what you know to be right.
CARON PERROTT - Marketing Manager
* If you would like to purchase a copy of the book, A Prep School
And Its People, we have copies available.

Headmaster’s 2020 Report Back
The Headmaster will be addressing all parents on Tuesday, 1
December at 18:30 on a Google meet. All parents are invited to
attend, A Google meet link will be sent out.

End-of-Year Prize Givings
Pre-Prep
The Pre-Prep will close for the end of year at the normal pick-up
time on Wednesday, 2 December.
Junior Prep
The Junior Prep Prize Giving (Grades 1 to 3) will take place on the
Mount Royal Field on Wednesday, 2 December.

At WPPS we strive for the boys, staff and parents to have a feeling
of belonging. This is so important. This sense of belonging infuses
a sense of mattering. This works best with the idea of giving first
before asking for anything; people who acknowledge that others’
needs, values and opinions matter.

Due to COVID-19 protocols we have split this Prize Giving as
follows:
Grade 1
08:00 - 10:00
Grade 2
10:00 - 12:00
Grade 3
12:00 - 13:00

A sense of belonging brings a fulfilment of needs. By joining the
community, you get something in return for your participation and
a shared emotional connection - shared history or experiences,
including common causes and challenges.

In order to maintain social distancing, please note that only two
guests per boy will be admitted. The boys may go home after
their ceremony.

We acknowledge and thank the class reps this year who have
worked tirelessly, and the Fun Night class reps, who helped
towards making Fun Night an event to remember even with
Lockdown looming. To our fundraising committee, who is always
so inspiring and motivated towards helping to raise funds for the
school. Our thanks also to the Inclusivity and Awareness Committee, for bringing awareness and inclusion to the fore, to Finco
and to the Board of Governors who helped guide our Headmaster,
Simon Weaver, through unchartered waters.
We close off the year knowing that we have new challenges ahead
but, nevertheless, grateful that in 2021 we start over with 48 new
Grade N boys and parents, and new opportunities to continue to
build a 'sense of belonging' with all who walk through the
Wetpups corridors.

Senior Prep
The Grades 4 to 6 Prize Giving will take place on Wednesday, 25
November on the Mount Royal Steps at 08:30.
In order to maintain social distancing, please note that only two
guests per boy will be admitted.
The Grade 7 Valedictory and Prize Giving on will take place on the
Mount Royal Field on Thursday, 3 December at 09:00. This is
ceremony is compulsory for all boys from Grades 4 to 7.
In order to maintain social distancing, please note that this
ceremony is open only for Grade 7 parents and is limited to two
guests per family.
School will close at 11:30 for Grades 4 to 7 boys for the
December holidays.
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Christmas
Collection for
Kitchen and
Ground Staff
WPPS is organising a Christmas collection for our kitchen and
ground staff, who spend much time ensuring the happiness of the
boys and staff in terms of cleaning and preparing grounds and
food. We will purchase food vouchers with the funds raised.
Donations may be electronically transferred to the school’s bank
account, FNB, Branch 204209, Account No. 50152664890, Ref:
Christmas Hamper.

Headmaster’s Assembly and
Chapel Service
Click on the following link to view this week’s Headmaster’s
Assembly: https://www.loom.com/share/
b4deaf7759a3461e9961f4626f6fb566
Click on the following link to view this week’s Chapel Service:
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/11uuO6FEo93ZZnzANQM8keLauYqo1odQj/view

Thought for the Week
“When you arise in the morning, think of what a precious privilege
it is to be alive; to breathe, to think, to enjoy, to love.”
“Meditations” by Roman emperor Marcus Aurelius (AD 121-180)

Stationery Drive Thermometer
Seth Govender (Grade 2) doing a Diwali Celebration
Presentation to his class.

Christmas Appeal
Due to COVID-19 we are not able to have our Carol Service this
year, however, St John’s has asked us to collect gifts. This year’s
Christmas collection will focus on supporting Victoria Hospital
Casualty and Paediatric Wards. They have provided us with their
needs as listed below:
 Soft toys
 Dolls (especially Barbies)
 Cars and motor bikes (metal or plastic)
 Colouring books and crayons
 Stickers and books
 Picture books
 Lego
Thus far we have collected 134 stationery packs towards our
drive! Please continue to contribute to this worthwhile cause.

If you are able to help in any way, your contribution will be much
appreciated. We would like to pack the gifts by Friday, 20
November. Thank you for your continuing generosity.
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Grade 1 Activities
Using masking tape and different shapes, the boys had fun
investigating the concepts of symmetry.

The boys have been learning about Ancient Greeks and the
clothing they wore. For their STEAM activity the boys made their
own beautiful creations by tracing the soles of their feet, cutting it
out and sticking strips of cardboard and paper to make their
sandals. The final touches were done by adding beautiful glitzy
rhinestones. They made some lovely sandals which were even
worn by the boys!
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Grade 1 STEAM

Our challenging STEAM activity this week tied in beautifully with
our theme on Mexico.
God's Eyes were first made by the Huichol people from Mexico,
who used them for prayer and protection. The four points
represented the elements and the hole left at the centre of the
weaving served as a portal to the spirit world through which God
could see you, protect you and keep you safe. Often the charms
were made when a child was born.
The boys thoroughly enjoyed learning a weaving skill and showed
grit and focus as they "found their rhythm" and produced stunning
creations!
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