WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
As you deal with lockdown and online classes, please choose to make every day a great
day. Find ways to play. When interacting with others, stay focused in order to be present.
Find someone who needs a helping hand, a word of support, or a good ear – and make their
day.
12 June 2020

Newsletter

Wetpups Anti-Racism Statement

From the Headmaster’s Desk

Wetpups does not exist in a vacuum. We are a part of society and,
as such, are equally impacted by events that unfold around us. We
have watched in horror as black people in South Africa and abroad
have been killed by police brutality. We recognise the systemic
racism and specifically the cheapening of black lives which gives
rise to such violence. In our own backyard, school children past
and present are sharing heartbreaking stories of experiencing
racism in schools. These accounts are painful and real. We cannot
be silent at this time.

This term has been the most difficult that I have ever experienced
in my 22 years of being a Headmaster. In a matter of just three
weeks, the school had to plan and prepare a whole new online
schooling system. Our teachers had to be trained in a matter of
days. A new timetable had to be developed, and we had to ensure
that all our boys had access to WiFi and to devices. A massive
change of this scale would, under normal circumstances, probably
have taken up to two years to implement. We had to do it in three
weeks and we did it.

As a school we reject racism and are committed to anti-racism.
We acknowledge the pain and suffering that many have gone
through and how all of these events have hurt members of our
Wetpups community and many in society. We acknowledge the
fact that we are nowhere near where we need to be as a school
from a transformation perspective. Whilst work is ongoing in this
space, we recognise and accept the urgency to make the necessary shifts.

In addition to dealing with a complete change to teaching and
learning, we have also been rocked by school boys and girls
opening up about racism that they have experienced and are
experiencing at our schools. This has made us take stock and
reflect on all that we do at Wetpups. We must take this seriously.
We need to fight against all forms of racism and discrimination, so
that no boy ever feels excluded. Boys can only learn optimally
where they feel happy, safe and secure. It is imperative that we
scrutinise everything that we do so that our environment is
conducive for growing good men, who feel that they are able to
self-actualise and become what God intended for them. This has
energised us to grapple with this important aspect of educating
our young boys.

We acknowledge as a school that racist actions and behaviours
have happened and we are intent on rectifying failures in our approach. The Board, the Inclusivity and Awareness Committee and
the School Leadership are committed to eradicating our school of
all forms of bigotry, racism and discrimination, and have been
working on several initiatives to address transformation at
Wetpups. We will communicate more in this regard as we make
progress.
We wish to reiterate our commitment to non-racialism and transformation.
Wetpups rejects all forms of racism.
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The mammoth undertaking of changing our learning systems
would not have been possible without the incredible, hard work of
all our teachers, parents and boys. It is amazing what can be
achieved when everyone pulls together. The online schooling has
been onerous for the teachers and the boys, with our teachers
pointing out that they have never worked harder in their lives. Our
insistence on maintaining ongoing connection and coaching meant
that the teachers were online with the boys from 08:45 until 13:45
each day. Thereafter, assessing work, supporting boys who
needed help and preparing for the next day. In addition to this,
many teachers have their own families to look after. The huge
changes and the teaching on a screen has taken its toll on both
our teachers and our boys.
We have decided that owing to this enormous task, we needed to
keep our holidays more or less the same as were published.
During the initial crisis period, we lost eight days of teaching time
for the boys. Two of these have been made up, as we begin our
break on Friday, 12 June (instead of Thursday, 11 June), and then
begin the new term on Monday, 6 July ( instead of Tuesday, 7
July). Our teachers will still be busy next week ensuring that all the
reports to parents are completed, and most of the last week of
the three-week holiday will be taken up preparing for the new
term; this again will require many changes as we welcome all the
boys back to a very different schooling environment - given the
need to adhere to all the COVID-19 protocols. This effectively
means that many of the teachers will only get one week holiday.
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Thought for the Week
“We need leaders not in love with money but in love with justice.
Not in love with publicity but in love with humanity.”
Civil rights leader Martin Luther King (1929-1968)

Grade 7s Return to School

We have found that we are doing well in terms of the curriculum
and ensuring that the boys are on track academically. This is due
to the fact that we have not lost time with outings and tours. The
academics have been focused and ongoing. As such, we will
continue with our holiday calendar for the rest of the year. We
acknowledge that we are six days short for the boys and two days
short for the teachers in terms of working days. We will reassess
the position as we get towards the end of the year, and then make
a decision whether to extend the fourth term by a few more days
into December.
After a couple of weeks of uncertainty and much bungling by the
powers that be, we now have clarity about what we, as
independent schools, may and may not do. We have taken the
decision to return to school at the beginning of the third term as
follows:
 Monday, 6 July - Grades 7, 6, 2, R and N will return to school.
 Tuesday, 7 July - Grades 5, 4, 3 and 1 will return to school.
This return to school is not normal as we continue to fight the
Coronavirus. Our start times at the beginning of each day, as well
as dismissal times at the end of the day, will be different for
different grades. Our break times will also be staggered. The boys
will be restricted to one classroom each in the school during this
period. We have chosen our biggest venues for our classes, so that
all desks can be placed 1,5m apart. Boys will have to have to
practise social distancing at all times, and will need to sanitise and
wash their hands on an ongoing basis throughout the day. Our
experience with the boys who have already returned has been
encouraging, as they have been compliant and cooperative in
terms of these protocols.
There is some concern about what will happen with those boys
who need to remain at home after the 6 July. We have spent much
time considering this. It would be very difficult to run online
schooling and on-site teaching at the same time. The teachers
would sink under the load. However, we believe that we will be
able to provide those boys with tasks and assignments to engage
with on the Google Classroom platform. The teachers would
ensure that they are provided with the materials needed for them
to keep abreast with the curriculum. However, the onus will be on
the boys to complete the tasks set.
This whole situation has been very unsettling and overwhelming
for all of us. Doing what we have done can be likened to trying to
build a plane while trying to fly it. We continue to forge the best
path possible through this uncertain time for the benefit of all of
our boys.
I hope that everyone is able to have a good holiday so that they
will be refreshed, and ready to face the new challenges that await
us.
SIMON WEAVER

Music News
Watch our virtual Senior Wind Band's remote performance of
Siyahamba: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXXMZpMvNxE

Grade 2Y - History in the Making
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1mhrmh1uwqbo57n/2160p.mov?
dl=0
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Grade 1 Activities
The boys have enjoyed learning about aeroplanes. They have made
their own gliders and aeroplanes out of recyclable materials and
drawn amazing pictures.
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Pre-Prep Returns to School
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Messages of HOPE – inspired by a beautiful poem
This week the Grade 4s watched an inspiring video What
Happened When We All Stopped Tom Rivett-Carnac, the author,
decided to use the lockdown as an opportunity to write a story
about how to rebuild our environment and tackle climate change.
Tom explains that the fundamental message in the poem is one of
hope. “The future is unwritten. What happens next is up to us. We,
who are here now, get to choose how the next chapter of the
human story will unfold – and we must choose well.”
Dr Jane Goodall, a world famous anthropologist, was so inspired by
Tom’s poem that she agreed to provide the voiceover for the video
inspired by the book.
The Grade 4 boys loved the poem and wrote their messages of
Hope:
 In my future I see a stable environment, good health care
around the world, equality and a thriving nature.
 To respect the trees in my neighbourhood and plant new ones
in place of the fallen ones. Keep the world around for
 hundreds of centuries.
 Save trees and plant new ones wherever humans go. You can
change the world, if you just believe and act.
 Stop cutting down trees and filling the landfills, plant new
plants and trees. Save the environment and the animals. Do
not destroy nature and all the wildlife. Protect nature.
 In the future I imagine a stable environment with healthy
plants and natural growth thriving everywhere. We must
plant more trees to stop global warming. We have forgotten
all about this because we are isolated in our homes because
of Covid-19. We must put that behind our backs and plant
more trees.
 I see a world of potential, but that potential can only be
sparked by us. The future is soon to come but that doesn't
mean we should stop caring. The world needs us; there are
lots of things we can do to help such as recycling, picking up
litter, providing money for charities so that one day we can
wipe away poverty. This is the time to act - our world can only
be helped by us. Stop destroying and start helping. We only
have one world so let’s start protecting it.
 We all started off at the same place and people make their
own choices. So fight pollution and save the world.
 When I wake up hearing the birds chirping, I know it will bring
a good day. The way we can help our nation and the world is
to stop polluting and cutting down trees. We need to work
together as a nation.
 Humans must take time to bring back the wilderness.
 God loves us and He will help us. Don't be afraid. Let us show
kindness to each other and care for one another.
 We all have a place in the world and we have to use it
properly to protect us and the wild.
 God has given us one Earth for all people to share with each
other, and to live with nature. So don’t destroy the one and
only Earth because we need it to live and Earth needs us now
to help it to get better for the future.
 God loves us and whatever choice we make we have one try
to make things right never give up,
 Protect and love the people and nature around us. Be the best
person you can be.
 Everyone matters. We should all take our part in helping the
world be a better place, starting with nature.
When we consider these insightful messages from our future
leaders, we have so much to look forward to and to be hopeful for.
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Grade 6 Artwork and Poetry

celebrating life and learning

Pet Portraits during Lockdown
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