WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
Choose to make every day a great day. Find ways to play. When interacting with others,
stay focused in order to be present. Find someone who needs a helping hand, a word of
support, or a good ear – and make their day.
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Newsletter

A Reflection ...

Staff News

Silent classrooms, sterile spaces, orderly desks in stern rows
waiting in anticipation ... and then, finally, we hear the
long-awaited joyous sound of boys’ voices as they spill onto the
school grounds, reverberating through classroom walls, into
passages and onto the playground. Gradually, in spite of being
masked and socially distanced, boys and staff adjust to the new
normal.
Slowly, but steadily, the bare display boards are filled with new,
colourful and expressive works of Art. Although boys have to
remain class bound, their classrooms are briefly transformed into
basic art studios. Passionate Art teachers cart trays of supplies and
art materials to and fro, day after day, in order to give boys the
opportunity to express themselves through different mediums. As
boys engage with the different materials and see their works of art
take shape, they are able to breathe and process their current
environment in an essentially different way.
Then, as protocols ease, we hear single strains of a violin coming
from Mr Viljoen’s old Grade 4 classroom, piano notes from Ms
Becker’s pre-Covid room, plucked guitar strings from the chapel,
airy wind instruments from the Grade 3 classrooms and finally,
groups of boys walking to the Stansbury Hall with marimba batons
in hand, eagerly anticipating bashing out African rhythms with
their fellow grade group boys. The third term ends on a high note
- a colourful celebration on The Mount Royal, with the entire staff
and boys safely socially distanced, dancing in unison to the
echoing sound of Jerusalema.
The fourth term kicks off with a comprehensive extra-mural
creative arts programme, and we start off with a newfound
zeal. As I walk through the passages, I hear boys’ voices as they
rehearse the lines of a new play. I hear thudding feet on classroom
floors, as they eagerly learn new dance moves to pulsing rhythms.
I see young artists in the courtyard and in the Science room
enthusiastically discussing their art projects while they are
drawing and painting.
Suddenly and unexpectedly, after a mere two weeks, everything
grinds to a screeching halt, and I experience a physical sense of
loss as Art, Dance, Drama and Music groups are suspended. It was
at that moment, more than ever before, that I realised in an
unprecedented way, the invaluable and unique contribution of the
Creative Arts to the lives of our Wetpups boys and staff.

Mandy Pritchard, who supervised the Aftercare has decided to
retire early from Wetpups. She left in August and served the
school for the past 15 years.
Kondia Reynolds has taught Art to Grades 1 to 3 for the last five
years. She is moving on to assist her husband, Mike, in their
business.
Tammy Saunders leaves us to complete her master’s degree in
Educational Psychology and will be doing her internship at
Stellenbosch in 2021. She has been at WPPS since 2015.
Jackie Wilter who officially retired from Wetpups last year but
very kindly helped us out in the Library, will be leaving us at the
end of the year.
Jane Coetzè has taught Grade N for almost 19 years. She is leaving
us to have more flexibility to spend time with her
family.
After have been at Wetpups teaching Grade N for 19 years, Babi
Abrahams has decided to resign and move on.
We are very sad to see these members of staff leave. They have all
given wonderful service to our boys and our community and we
wish them all the very best.
We also say goodbye to the following Teacher Interns. They
generally have now all qualified and move into teaching at various
schools.
We say goodbye to:
Serena Kistensamy

Sinawo Poswa

Tayla Stephen

Alexander Marais

Michaela McGregor

Sydney Perreira

Nicole van Dyk

JP Dudley

and wish them well for their futures and trust they will have long
and distinguished careers in the profession.

Headmaster’s Assembly and
Chapel Service

NANNA VAN ZYL - Head of Culture

Click on the following link to view this week’s Headmaster’s Assembly: https://drive.google.com/file/
d/14joYgncFWidTEDShdgqDJgHOsFw_R_SU/view

Thought for the Week
"I'm not there yet, but I'm closer than I was yesterday."
Anonymous

The following staff will be leaving Wetpups at the end of this year:

Click on the following link to view this week’s Chapel Service:
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1Nlztqt6Ys4PxEmvEpxqRJ_UQlr81HrIp/view
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Christmas Collection for
Kitchen and Ground Staff
WPPS is organising a Christmas collection for our kitchen and
ground staff, who spend much time ensuring the happiness of the
boys and staff in terms of cleaning and preparing grounds and
food. We will purchase food vouchers with the funds raised.
Donations may be electronically transferred to the schools’ bank
account, FNB, Branch 204209, Account No. 50152664890, Ref:
Christmas Hamper.

Tech: Grade 6 Building Stadiums

Tech: Grade 4 boys testing their Battleships Game
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Tech: Grade 6 Electrical Circuits

Grade 1 Activities
In our exciting STEAM activity this week, the boys combined
science and art into a fun and creative learning experience!
In the "Magic Milk" experiment, we used a special ingredient
(liquid soap) to make droplets of food colouring come alive on a
plate of milk.
Milk is made up of mostly water but it does contain vitamins,
minerals, proteins and small droplets of fat. The fat and proteins
are extremely sensitive to changes in the milk, so when the
dishwashing liquid is added, a chemical reaction occurs. The soap
and fat work hard to join together, which causes the movement.
When food colouring is added we are able to witness this chemical
reaction occurring.
While our budding scientists observed the magical, swirling
colours, they became artists, too, as they dipped a piece of paper
into their mixture to create a beautiful marbled piece of art. The
combination of science and art was a fantastic hands-on STEAM
activity!
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Grade 1 Activities
On Monday the boys listen to the story, “Where the Wild Things
Are”. They then built a tent for Max, using sucker and kebab sticks,
paper, tissue paper and foil. They needed excellent fine motor
skills to construct the tent using masking tape; many boys showed
excellent grit!
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