WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
Choose to make every day a great day. Find ways to play. When interacting with others,
stay focused in order to be present. Find someone who needs a helping hand, a word of
support, or a good ear – and make their day.
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The Power Within

community – a process which is both uncomfortable and necessary, as any critical self-examination must be.

How powerful a tool is the mind really? In the hope of pondering
this question in totality, one has to address the question of
whether it is truly possible to derive pragmatic results from
hypnotism, psychological / psychiatric counselling, and other
interventions into mental health and functioning. Surely we have
all either heard testimony of, or experienced first-hand, the
healing and therapeutic effects that can be gained through
deliberate and guided self-reflection, however difficult and
discomfiting such contemplation might be at first.
“Never feel bad for being sad. Emotions should not be kept inside
because that will only make things worse. Talk to someone, cry,
scream… whatever helps you feel better.” - Dr Caroline Leaf,
Communication Pathologist
It is hard to imagine that 26 years into democracy, issues such as
transformation and diversity still pose such a huge quandary - not
only in our broader society, but also within our (especially
privileged) schools.
Unequal and discriminatory educational experiences operated
through two related actions: by private everyday racism and
through public racism denial. - Marianne Dovemark (Department
of Education and Special Education) - The University of
Gothenburg, Sweden
It has often seemed to me that there is a general inclination, in
South Africa, to consider transformation and diversity as
imperatives largely from a racial point of view. While the South
African experience certainly makes race, specifically and
historically, a pervasive and ongoing source of inequality, a more
comprehensive understanding of diversity must include other
differences among our learners and families – for example,
demographics, creed/religion, disabilities, gender identity,
language, and so on.
How do the laws and legislation implemented within our schooling
systems take diversity and transformation into account? The
ISASA (Independent Schools Association of Southern Africa)
website provides a definition of discrimination which makes direct
reference to our country’s Bill of Rights on equality. People and
organisations may not, it says, “…unfairly discriminate directly or
indirectly against anyone on one or more grounds, including race,
gender, sex, pregnancy, marital status, ethnic or social origin,
colour, sexual orientation, age, disability, religion, conscience,
belief, culture, language and birth.”
Our school, as a whole, is committed to striving for genuine and
measurable transformation, and greater diversity at every level –
policies with this aim are embodied in our code of conduct, our
school constitution, and elsewhere. But how are we, as individuals
within the school community, working towards dismantling the
discrimination we find both around us and within ourselves? The
first step is an awareness of that discrimination, the scrutinising of
our own assumptions and biases, and those of our greater

“I tremble to think that my children must one day attend another
university. I want them here! But I want them to walk down
Victoria street without having eggs thrown at them from some
male residence because (probabilistically speaking) my children
may not be white. I want them to ask tough questions in class and
not be viewed as radical communists.” - Lovelyn Chidinma
Nwadeyi, addressing Stellenbosch University.
In addition, in order for change to be substantial and enduring, the
process needs to begin as internal to each one of us – not foisted
upon us by external pressures, but starting within, from a genuine
desire to learn and be better. Once we have understood the
systems from which we benefit, and how they disadvantage or
harm others, we can begin to subvert those systems, not only in
action, but with the sincerity of heart and purpose that ensures
lasting change.
“Nothing in all the world is more dangerous than sincere ignorance
and conscientious stupidity.” - Martin Luther King Jnr
Let us then endeavour to do the very best we can, with the wealth
of resources and evidence available, to equip our children with the
self-awareness and intellectual tools to recognise inequality, to
identify lack of diversity and feel the injustice of it, and to foster in
them the desire and ability to enact transformation wherever it is
needed. Let our legacy, and theirs, be one of dignity and respect
for all humankind, for the earth, and for themselves.
WENDY ROEBECK - Head of the Pre-Prep

Term Dates 2021
We published our term dates earlier this year for 2021. Due to the
matric exams being written so late this year, markers will be busy
marking the matric exam papers until 22 January 2021.
For this reason, we will now be opening for Term 1, 2021 on
Wednesday, 27 January. Please note that with regard to the term
dates for the rest of 2021, at this stage they are not confirmed.

Headmaster’s Assembly and
Chapel Service
Click on the following link to view this week’s Headmaster’s
Assembly: https://www.loom.com/share/
c059daf19f574abdbc0ed15f40eb9433?utm_medium=gif
Click on the following link to view this week’s Chapel Service:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TRAtVSCh2c6T37r8HxvGwqN1DX-VJ-X/view
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Mr Price Foundation Mask Drive
With learners having phased back to school, MRP Foundation is
calling on the goodwill of the public to help raise funds to
purchase locally-made, reusable masks for all 78,000 learners,
who are part of the MRP Foundation Schools Programme.
Eighteen of these schools are in the Mitchells Plain area, and this
is where the donations from Western Province Preparatory School
would be used.
As a Wetpups community, we would like to encourage our boys to
be part of this drive by either earning pocket money that can be
donated, or by giving up something in lieu of the R20 to be
donated to the MRP Foundation.
Please see various ways of donating below:
Donate R20 or more and help purchase masks for young learners
in MRP Foundation - supported schools. There are three easy ways
to donate.

Thought for the Week
“Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind
word, a listening ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest act of
caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life around.”
American educator Leo Buscaglia (1924-1998)

More information can also be found on the MRP Foundation
website: www.mrpfoundation.org
EFT

PAYGATE

ZAPPER

NAME: MRP Foundation PAYGATE LINK
BANK: ABSA
BRANCH: Kingsmead
ACC NO: 4075526746
BRANCH CODE: 632005
SWIFT: ABSAZAJJ
REF: DONATE [WPPS]
Please use the reference “WPPS” for all donations.

Grade R boys very proud of their Toucans Rainbows of the Rainforest.
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Grade 1 STEAM
Experiment

WPPS Alumni News

The boys had a blast making “elephant toothpaste” for their
STEAM activity.

Well done to John Smith who was placed eighth in the World
Public Speaking and Debating Championships for 2020.
We are proud of his accomplishment in public speaking. While at
WPPS John was a prefect, was awarded prizes in academic
excellence, the reading competition and public speaking. He also
excelled at music so it was no surprise that he was awarded a
Music Scholarship to Bishops College.

This week we heard that old boy, James Murphy has signed
another two-year contract with the Springbok 7s.While he was
here at WPPS, James excelled in the creative arts and sport.

Meet our new Eden Road WPPS boy! This sweet
little bunny arrived one day, made himself feel
right at home and especially loves the company of
the geese! Catch him if you can!
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Grade 2 Sketching Outside
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Grade 6 Art - A Figure in Action

Jack Hibling

James Koen

Robert Boyes

Jeremy Liddle

Julian Boeddinghaus

Jo Middleton
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Grade 6 Art - A Figure in Action

Christian Pfende

Finn Lecouna

Gordon Alexander

Max Marshall-Smith
celebrating life and learning

