WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
Choose to make every day a great day. Find ways to play. When interacting with others,
stay focused in order to be present. Find someone who needs a helping hand, a word of
support, or a good ear – and make their day.
11 September 2020

Newsletter

From the Deputy Headmaster’s Desk

Term Dates 2021

Let’s talk about more than just Academics or Sport

Last week we informed the Wetpups community that the start of
the 2021 school year would commence on Wednesday, 27
January. This announcement has created some consternation and
parents are asking for an explanation for this decision.

Last week I did a lesson on obstacles with grades three to seven
boys. Volunteers had to thread a piece of cotton through the eye
of a needle. A few boys were successful, but the majority of the
volunteers were unsuccessful. While they are all to be
commended on their persistence, not one boy asked for help.
When I mentioned this, it became clear that it never crossed their
minds that they could have asked for help in overcoming this
particular obstacle.
The societal pressures around masculinity and a reluctance to
seek help in fear that it might be perceived as weakness makes
caring for boys’ social-emotional well-being challenging. Boys have
been taught to think that masculinity is achieved through outward
toughness and an unwillingness to talk about anything that might
make them seem weak. The script about how to be a man seems
to include unhelpful (or no) direction on how to deal with one’s
emotions.
Fortunately, most people involved in a child’s education now
realise that not only does a boy have to be knowledgeable, but he
also needs to be in touch with his emotions and be able to express
these emotions.
Developing well-adjusted young men beyond the (obvious)
academic or sporting success can be achieved through the
introduction and implementation of an intentional and structured
social-emotional learning curriculum because, for many children,
school is the only place where these abilities can be addressed and
enhanced before they become active members of society.
Social and emotional learning, as defined by CASEL (The
Collaborative for Academic, Social and Emotional Learning), is “the
process through which children acquire and effectively apply the
knowledge, attitudes, and skills to understand and manage
emotions, set and achieve positive goals, feel and show empathy
for others, establish and maintain positive relationships, and make
responsible decisions.”

As a school, we do not work in isolation. We try to coordinate our
terms with the other schools in our area. This is done for the
following reasons:
 We try to keep term dates the same as other independent
schools due to siblings being at those schools.
 We need to align our terms so that we can accommodate all
our sporting fixtures.
 Many schools have a senior and junior school and this means
that these junior schools have holidays at the same time as
their senior schools (Bishops, Herschel, Springfield, St
 Cyprian’s etc).
The problem with 2020 is that the matric exams will take place
very late. This means that markers are required from the senior
schools up to 22 January. Senior schools will, therefore, not be
able to open until the week of 25 January. All the schools
mentioned above have high schools and many of our siblings
attend these schools.
The other aspect that needs to be considered is that if we make a
decision on our own on the opening of 2021, we will then be out
of step with all the holidays for the rest of the year, which will
cause much distress to families who have children at other
schools.
Therefore, although the start is not ideal, by starting early on our
own, there would be many negative knock-on effects for families
and their holidays as well as with our sports fixtures with the
other schools.
Please note that at this stage with regard to the term dates for the
rest of 2021, there may still be changes. Once we have
confirmation of the term dates, we will let you know.

These are our children, and we must teach them in ways that will
give them a realistic chance of successfully managing the
challenges of learning, growing, and developing into young men
who will be able to build positive relationships, become
problem-solvers, and not be afraid to express their emotions or
ask for help.
KANDAS BOTHA

Thought for the Week
“A bird sitting in a tree is not afraid of the branch breaking,
because her trust is not in the branch, but in her own wings.”
Anonymous
celebrating life and learning
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Margie Biggs passed away on Sunday, 6 September 2020.
Margie worked at Wetpups from 1978 - 2017 in our kitchen as a
cook. She retired at the end of December 2017.
Our thoughts and prayers are with her husband, Jannie, and her
daughter, Janine.

National Book Week 2020
Zonnebloem Primary School is our partner school and, due to the
coronavirus pandemic, their boys have been unable to access the
library. We have been asked to support them by providing books
that they will take into their classrooms. Wetpups is fortunate to
have two, well-stocked libraries where our boys are now able to
borrow books.
Would you please consider donating one book, preferably a
picture book, an easy reader or a non-fiction book. Collection
boxes will be placed outside both the Newlands Road and Eden
Road libraries as well as at the Eden Road drop-off gazebo. The
collection will be from Monday, 14 to Thursday, 17 September.
As we celebrate National Book Week, let us show how much
WetPups Cares.

Mr Price Foundation Mask Drive
With learners having phased back to school, MRP Foundation is
calling on the goodwill of the public to help raise funds to
purchase locally-made, reusable masks for all 78,000 learners,
who are part of the MRP Foundation Schools Programme.
Eighteen of these schools are in the Mitchells Plain area, and this
is where the donations from Western Province Preparatory School
would be used.
As a Wetpups community, we would like to encourage our boys to
be part of this drive by either earning pocket money that can be
donated, or by giving up something in lieu of the R20 to be
donated to the MRP Foundation.
Please see various ways of donating below:
Donate R20 or more and help purchase masks for young learners
in MRP Foundation - supported schools. There are three easy ways
to donate.
More information can also be found on the MRP Foundation
website: www.mrpfoundation.org
EFT

PAYGATE

ZAPPER

NAME: MRP Founda- PAYGATE LINK
tion
BANK: ABSA
BRANCH: Kingsmead
ACC NO: 4075526746
BRANCH CODE: 632005
SWIFT: ABSAZAJJ
REF: DONATE [WPPS]
Please use the reference “WPPS” for all donations.
Mr Weaver and Mr Botha delivered a special treat
yesterday to all staff in appreciation for all they have
done this term.
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Grade 1 STEAM Experiment
Last week the boys had the challenge of making a robot with the
supplies given to them. They found it quite challenging as they had
to plan before making their robot. We had many different
creations. The boys loved taking home their finished product.
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Grade 1 STEAM Experiment
The boys enjoyed making their own catapults during their STEAM
activity. They worked individually and found it quite challenging
working with the elastic bands. Once constructed, they were given
a ball of paper and a ball of cotton wool to shoot. They had loads
of fun, after which we discussed the science behind it. The boys
learnt about potential energy, force, gravity and kinetic energy.

The Grade 1s are loving their theme “Children around the
World”. At the moment they are learning about India, the
customs, way of life and religion. They learnt about Diwali the
Festival of Lights where the children design beautiful Rangoli
patterns. The boys made their own Rangoli patterns outside
using chalk.
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Wetpups Christmas Market Online
This year due to COVID-19 we are taking the market online.
The theme of the products and stories promoted here are specifically to do with Christmas.
Contact us for further information and follow us
@wetpups_christmas_online

Grade R building, counting and recording cube trains.
Who thought that maths could be so much fun?

Headmaster’s Assembly and
Chapel Service
Click on the following link to view this week’s Headmaster’s
Assembly: https://www.loom.com
share/2cb4880630b1406ab447edc3044fb312?utm_medium=gif
Click on the following link to view this week’s Chapel Service:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cmIuxwm8R5M6FWfQFONQp79HO3FtGTW/view
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Grade 4 Art - Sailing
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