WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
Choose to make every day a great day. Find ways to play. When interacting with others,
stay focused in order to be present. Find someone who needs a helping hand, a word of
support, or a good ear – and make their day.
7 August 2020
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The Unifying Power of Music
In the early days of the pandemic, the world watched as Italians
stepped out onto their balconies to join their voices in song.
People are making music together, even in the face of physical
separation. Music has proven, yet again, that it can create a
collective experience that can overcome any distancing, whether
it be physical, cultural or spiritual.
Like other musicians, the current crisis has inspired me to bring
out instruments that I have not played much in years. Finding that
I had more time on my hands, because there were barriers to so
many other activities, I used that time to practise my own
instruments and rekindle my passion for them. I also unpacked
music that I had not listened to in years, and I was enriched and
refreshed.
Music is a vehicle for expressing and sharing emotions, allowing
people to bond over a shared experience. Anybody who has ever
listened to music knows that it can be an extremely emotional
experience. It can make us laugh or cry, become angry or
nostalgic, encourage us to party, and even help us to fall asleep.
Musicians pour their emotions into their art, and their audiences
can experience that emotional journey along with them.
In this digital age, live musical events provide people with an
opportunity to enjoy music in a very powerful and unique way.
Chances are, nearly everybody remembers an amazing concert
they attended with a group of friends, and many may even
remember somebody they met at one of those concerts. Concerts
unify and connect people from all walks of life and cultures.
Music is a vehicle for sharing our own culture and experiencing
others’. Music frees the soul. It allows you to express yourself in
ways that are unimaginable. It can relax you, excite you, and even
bring out emotions you never knew existed. Music is one of the
most important elements in human cultures, and when music
from one culture is shared with people from another, they get a
meaningful glimpse into another way of life. Just before lockdown
I had the privilege of being involved in concerts with Swiss
classical percussionists who collaborated with traditional Xhosa
musicians, playing Uhadi bows and other traditional instruments.
It was amazing to see and hear the mixture of cultures and to
experience the audience’s powerful, response. You can see some
video clips here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=p7A5h3IggEM
Several studies have shown that listening to music and singing
together directly impact neurochemicals in the brain, many of
which play a role in stimulating a feeling of closeness and connection. Boys have missed the musical interaction with their peers in
choirs, ensembles and in concerts at school, and this has put a
dampener on their music. Hopefully, we will be able to start choir
and ensemble rehearsals again soon to keep the boys motivated.
In an attempt to rekindle a sense of togetherness, The Senior
Wind Band created a virtual video of Siyahamba in Term 2.

It can be viewed here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=VXXMZpMvNxE
It is especially important, at a time when the world appears to be
more divided than ever, that we find common ground by building
cross-cultural relationships and by cultivating cultural cohesion.
When I think of the power of music to influence change, I am
reminded of the South African jazz great, Hugh Masekela, who
composed: Bring Him Back Home. The lyrics of that song
demanded Nelson Mandela’s release from prison, became hugely
popular, and became an unofficial anthem of the anti-apartheid
movement. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NG3oKb2JQow
In spite of the fact that on-line music tuition presented
extraordinary challenges to parents, staff and boys, everyone rose
to the challenge and made the most of this unprecedented
scenario. 90% of individual music lessons continued online during
the second term. The music staff found that most boys made
better progress over this time than in the first term. Parents also
seemed more engaged in their sons’ music and this
encouragement helped to give them a boost.
It was a new experience for staff and boys to do video lessons.
Before the lockdown I had only ever taught one online lesson and
now I have taught about 600 of them! Staff found it exhausting
facing a screen for hours a day, and learning to be on camera took
some getting used to, but we all overcame the challenges. It was
good to see boys in their home environment and see how and
where they practise. We could give them advice on how to set up
and adjust their instruments and stands.
It would be remiss of me not to mention what is happening with
the arts outside of school. Large numbers of musicians around the
world have had their livelihoods curtailed pretty much overnight.
The vast majority are self-employed and are finding it extremely
difficult to find ways to survive. There are also many actors,
artists, dancers, photographers and others who are out of work,
along with theatre and support staff who have also lost their jobs.
I encourage you to think about supporting some of the many virtual concerts and shows that are now online – you will hopefully
find something that you will like by having a quick look at
Computicket or Webtickets.
I would like to conclude with the following quote by Sarah Dessen,
“Music is the great uniter. An incredible force. Something that
people who differ on everything and anything else can have in
common.”
PHILIP PRINGLE

Thought for the Week
“Three things in human life are important. The first is to be kind.
The second is to be kind. And the third is to be kind.”
American author Henry James (1843-1916)
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Click on the following link to view this week’s Assembly:
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/14Ucozcqi4ITrPxHUP6i_gUjIg4LFOKmZ/view?
usp=sharing_eil&ts=5f291d6e
Click on the following link to view this week’s Chapel Service:
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/14Ucozcqi4ITrPxHUP6i_gUjIg4LFOKmZ/view?
usp=sharing_eil&ts=5f291d6e

Vegetables in a Bag - Jean Thomas Petersen - Grade 4

The City - Michael Todd - Grade 4

WPPS Communication and Media
We invite you to visit the school Facebook and Instagram pages to
view and engage with the news, videos and photographs posted
there. These links are available on the school app or please see the
links below.
https://www.instagram.com/_wetpups/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/Wetpups
Please also note on the school app, you can view presentations
such as the weekly online assembly and Chapel Service via the
presentations link.
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Grade 4
Women’s Day
This week the Grade 4 boys have been learning about the
significance of Women's Day, which we will celebrate on Sunday, 9
August. We created posters using Canva, an online publishing app.

WPPS recognises and embraces the importance of this historical
day in South Africa's history

National Women’s Day 9
Each year on the 9th of August, South Africans of all backgrounds,
races and cultural groups join together in celebrating National
Women’s Day. This annual public holiday commemorates an
eventful day in South Africa’s history – 9 August 1956.
What makes this day so special to South Africans? It was on the
9th of August in 1956 that a large group of women began a campaign to bring an end to the pass laws enforced by the government of the time. The pass laws meant that all black people were
to carry a special “pass” or identification document which they had
to produce to prove they were permitted to enter a certain area
designated for white people. This was a major law of the apartheid
regime and greatly restricted the freedom of movement of black
people.
The campaign began when some 20,000 women marched to the
Union Buildings in the City of Pretoria to protest certain proposed
amendments to the pass laws or Urban Areas Act of 1950. This
eventful march on 9 August 1956 was lead by Sophia Williams-De
Bruyn (she presently serves as a provincial legislator in the Gauteng Province), Lilian Ngoyi (Strijdom Square was renamed Lilian
Ngoyi Square in her honor during the 2006 Women’s Day celebrations), Rahima Moosa and Helen Joseph (born in England, she was
a major anti-apartheid activist). Over 100 000 signatures marked a
number of petitions which were left with the prime minister at the
time, J.G. Stijdom. After handing in these documents at his office
they stood quietly outside for about 30 minutes. Soon the women
began to sing a protest song with words which translated into
“Now you have touched the women, you have struck a rock”. Indeed, these words show the immense courage and strength of
these women.
National Women’s Day celebrations were instituted in 1994 and
now take place annually. The 50th anniversary of the march in
2006 was marked with a re-enactment, with many who participated in the original march taking part. National Women’s Day in
South Africa is held in high esteem and is a reminder of the important contributions women make to society, as well as a time to
ponder the advances in women’s rights.
The above article was written by https://www.southafrica.com/
blog
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Grade 1R STEAM Activity
Last week the boys were given the marshmallow and toothpick
challenge. Working on their own they were given the challenge who could build a pyramid like structure? Before they started we
spoke about the importance of the base of the structure. We
discussed shapes, which strengthen a structure, and how the
Ancient Egyptians built their pyramids. Working individually it
proved very challenging and the boys needed to think creatively
and have plenty of grit as they kept trying. The bonus of the
STEAM project was eating the mini marshmallow when they had
completed their structures. What fun!
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Grade 2 Activities
The boys enjoyed making catapults and having fun Hopscotch
counting.
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Senior Prep Artwork

Guernica - Veer Patel - Grade 7

Guernica - David Furter - Grade 7

Illustrating a Poem - The Day Before Yesterday Adam Carter - Grade 5

Vegetables in a Bag - Rayyaan Osman - Grade 4

Illustrating a Poem - Cats - Steven McIvor - Grade 5

Vegetables in a Bag - Yuraraj Ghiwala - Grade 4
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Senior Prep Artwork

Space - Julian Boeddinghaus - Grade 6

Space - Matthew Arends - Grade 6

Space - Gabriel Rogers - Grade 6

Space - Maximillian Marshall-Smith - Grade 6

Space - Nicholas Axten - Grade 6

Space - Finn Lecuona - Grade 6
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