WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
Choose to make every day a great day. Find ways to play. When interacting with others,
stay focused in order to be present. Find someone who needs a helping hand, a word of
support, or a good ear – and make their day.
10 July 2020

Newsletter

From the Headmaster’s Desk
We continue to live in very challenging times. This pandemic is
proving to be more pervasive and longer lasting than we all
initially expected. We now all know of people close to us who
have become sick and others who have struggled with this
disease. We are trying hard to ensure that we do not spread
COVID-19 by wearing masks, washing our hands and social
distancing. Many businesses in Cape Town have been negatively
affected too; this is especially the case for the tourism and
hospitality industries. Many of us are stressed and worried about
the future. Our hearts go out to all our Wetpups families, and we
pray that we may find a way through this difficult period.

when all our boys and staff feel happy, safe, secure, and that they
belong. In achieving our goal of eradicating all racism and
discrimination at Wetpups, we will need to work together, and be
open and honest about our feelings and perceptions. It is also vital
that all forms of racism are called out for what they are and dealt
with. We are currently working on a plan to deal with this
comprehensively in order to build a school environment in which
every boy is able to self-actualise optimally.

Goodbye to Oliver Steynor

As if trying to deal with one pandemic is not enough, we are also
dealing with the pandemic of racism and the pandemic of greed.
The world is in a mess at the moment as these pandemics rage;
the virus has destroyed the markets and accentuated the
discrepancies between the haves and have nots, and the poor get
poorer. On top of this, we continue to battle the scourge of racism
across the world.
At the end of last term, George Floyd was killed by police while
being apprehended. This event sparked a worldwide response
that highlighted racism and the #blacklivesmatter movement
gained momentum. In our independent schools in South Africa,
many pupils and ex-pupils have spoken up about systemic racism
that has affected them. Wetpups was not spared from the anger
that was expressed in terms of individuals, who felt they had been
victimised by the system owing to their race. We cannot ignore
those voices or wish them away. We need to deal with the issue,
so that we inspire and empower our boys to veer away from
bigotry, discrimination and racism. As a school, we felt it
Important to make ours stand against racism clear and put out a
statement to that effect.
Jonathan Jansen recently wrote an article in the Business Day in
which said: "On the one hand, this uprising among black students
at former white schools was no doubt inspired by the
#BlackLivesMatter movement in the US, especially in the wake of
the extrajudicial killing of a black man, George Floyd, by white
police in that country. On the other hand, this outburst tells a
story about young black students simply being gatvol of non-stop
racist treatment at the hands of white teachers and white
students in white schools since the end of apartheid. The dam of
pent-up hurt and insults finally burst as these young people came
out of the frustrating period of an extended lockdown that
probably also fuelled their grievances." This clearly shows that we
need to address this scourge, and make sure that no form of
racism occurs at Wetpups, whether overt or systemic by nature.
There are still many subtle things that we do that entrench white
privilege, which we have to tackle. We want a school where
everyone feels they belong, a place where they do not have to
change who they are in order to survive and thrive, and a place
where everyone can fully be themselves. Education is optimal

At the end of last term we said goodbye to Oliver Steynor, who
had come in to assist us as Deputy Head. We thank him for his
huge contribution to the school in the short time that he was with
us. He was an outstanding help during this very trying time of
dealing with COVID-19. He is always calm under pressure and his
communication skills are excellent. He was a huge support to the
staff, filling in for those who were absent or on paternity leave. He
also did a great job of leading and running the Grade 6 exchange
to the UK, and was the driving force behind our preparation for
our Independent Quality Assurance Agency (IQAA) evaluation that
was supposed to take place this year. I would like to thank him for
his enormous contribution during some very trying times. He is a
true friend of Wetpups, having taught here for many years and
then coming back to help us when we were in need.
SIMON WEAVER
Headmaster

Class Reps Meeting (Online)
A reminder that the Class Reps Meeting will take place on
Monday, 13 July at 15:00. Please note this will be an online
meeting and the Zoom link will be forwarded to all Class Reps.

celebrating life and learning
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Please see excerpts of a letter from One to One convenor, Albert
Glass.

Dear fellow community spirited Capetonians
ONE TO ONE DAY FAIR FOR THE INTELLECTUALLY DISABLED IS
CANCELLED THIS YEAR.
As we all know, Covid-19 has turned all our lives upside down very
quickly and very dramatically! Our whole world has changed, and
we are uncertain about what lies ahead in the next few months.

Welcome to our New Staff

Sadly, what we do know for sure is that this year’s muchanticipated event is going to have to wait until next year. Unfortunately, the current Lock Down Alert regulations prevent this kind of
gathering, so the organisers have no choice but to cancel this
year’s One to One Day Fair.
Notwithstanding the above, the cancellation of the annual event
has not dampened the enthusiasm of the ONE TO ONE organisers
who are pleased to announce the launch of the 2020 ONE TO ONE
COVID 19 HEALTH INITIATIVE in an attempt to alleviate the plight
of the vulnerable communities in Cape Town in coping with the
pandemic.
For the past 39 years, service organizations and community spirited bodies and other social groups have combined resources in
convening a special day for in excess of 3400 participants, of fun
and laughter exclusively for the intellectually disabled and disadvantaged citizens of Cape Town.

Kandas Botha began this term as our new Deputy Head. Kandas
was Deputy Head at SACS for some ten years before going off to
the Middle East to take up a position as Head of an Independent
School in Kuwait for three years. There he gained experience in
leading a school from kindergarten to matric in a multicultural
setting. His main area of interest is the pastoral care of the boys
and making sure that boys are happy, safe and secure and who
can be optimally educated. He has loved returning to Cape Town,
even though he does so under difficult circumstances.

Our aim this year is to collect and distribute 10,000 BARS OF SOAP
and 10,000 litres of SANITISER and other items to assist our patrons in maintaining an acceptable level of healthy lifestyle …
hopefully with your support.
We hope and trust that this special appeal will be sympathetically
received. Please take care and stay safe, stay strong and above all
stay healthy.
Sincerely
ALBERT GLASS
Project Convenor
Wetpups has participated in the One to One initiative for many
years, and we would like to continue to offer our
support, albeit in this alternative format. To this end, we would
like to appeal to all our families to help us collect soaps and face
cloths or towels, which we will contribute to the “2020 ONE TO
ONE COVID-19 HEALTH INITIATIVE”.
There will be boxes placed at each of the screening stations,
please could boys drop their contributions here when coming into
school.

Robin Damons has also joined us as our new Head of Sport. Robin
was the Head of Sport at Melkbosstrand High school for the past
four years. He is a passionate rugby coach and loves all forms of
sport. He is a man with much energy and initiative.
We welcome them both, and hope that they have a long and
fruitful stay at Wetpups.

Thought for the Week
“You have to believe in happiness or happiness never comes.”
American poet Douglas Malloch (1877-1938)
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Getting ready to return to School
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Back to School
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Back to School - Grade 1
The boys had fun on their last day of online learning. They wore
masks so that they could see each other with them on and they
had a fun game of virtual Bingo.
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