WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
As you deal with lockdown and online classes, please choose to make every day a great
day. Find ways to play. When interacting with others, stay focused in order to be present.
Find someone who needs a helping hand, a word of support, or a good ear – and make their
day.
5 June 2020

Newsletter

The Day the Laughter Ended
Walking the empty corridors at school, the deafening silence
brings home the harsh reality of the magnitude of change
imposed upon us by COVID-19. Our classrooms, once filled with
gaiety and laughter, have remained devoid of the pitter-patter of
little feet for the past 70 days. We have seen the history books
and have observed the many sombre images, reflective of the
suffering and scourge inflicted upon the population during the
Black Death, Smallpox and the Spanish Flu, to name but a few. I
doubt whether any of us, living in this modern era of medicine and
technology could ever, in our wildest dreams, have imagined our
world grinding to as abrupt a halt as it has. How, in this day and
age, could this possibly happen, affecting not only country or
continent, but affecting the global populace.

very soon, to welcoming our boys back to school, so that our classrooms and playground may be bustling, once again, with elated
happiness and synonymous contentment.
WENDY ROEBECK
Head of Pre-Prep

Grade 1 Aeroplanes
The boys are loving their new theme - Aeroplanes. This week they
have folded paper aeroplanes and built LEGO aeroplanes.

I am convinced that these adverse circumstances have seen us
firmly inserted onto the historical timeline and that, years from
now, our offspring will probably marvel in disbelief at the articles
and photographs reflecting this bleak period of our lifetimes.
Significant to this is the swift tide of change that has swept over
the education sector. Who could ever have envisaged the fluidity
and spontaneity of a Pre-Prep classroom substituted by computer
screens? “Please mute your microphones” are words that form
the very antithesis of our happy and animated classroom settings.
We have to award credit firstly, to our little munchkins for being
such troopers and for adhering so diligently to the constraints of
this, their new sense of normalcy. Then, to our parents, who have
had to guide the online learning process along putting in so much
additional time and effort. Finally, to our teachers, who have (in
record time) had to acquire new IT skills, in addition to doubling
up on preparation. We remain ever grateful for the wonderful
manner in which our parents have so graciously accompanied us
along this journey of discovery. I am very proud to acknowledge
that our current collection of videos and photographs consists
largely of imagery that reflects a myriad of happy, smiling and
resilient faces. Thank you all! We commend you for your tenacity
and positivity!
Stepping out, the earth seems anew with freshness; even the
Dauncey Field looks lush and green after its prolonged period of
convalescence. And, like the phoenix rising from the ashes, our
little superheroes are soon to return to school. There have been
so many lessons in gratitude learnt from this period of lockdown.
Perhaps some of the more substantial ones for me include being
ever grateful for good health and for the love of family and
friends.
We ask God to please continue to bless and protect our special
school and all our WPPS boys, staff and their families. We pray
that the vexation of this pandemic will disappear as rapidly as it
had first appeared. Our love goes out to those of our families, who
are currently enduring illness or hardship. My hope is that we may
all emerge from this experience stronger, and with an amplified
respect for the earth and all of its inhabitants. We look forward,
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“Happiness is not so much in having as sharing. We make a living
by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”
Norman MacEwan
celebrating life and learning

Grade 1 Pirate Activities
Last week Friday, the boys celebrated Pirates’ Day. They had some
pirate activities to complete during the day, one of which included
making their very own telescopes. They used their pirate treasure
maps to find some tasty treasure. Thank you to the mums and
dads who provided their sons with pirate-themed treats. It was
such an exciting day filled with “piratey” fun!
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Grade 1 Pirate Activities Cont/d...
Grade IR decided to have fun and had an online Pirate’s Day. The
day started with the boys describing what they were wearing and
showing their mates what they looked like. We then sang some sea
shanties together, and had a wonderful treasure hunt which required the boys to find various items in their homes and gardens.
The parents supplied each boy with a prize at the end of the treasure hunt. What a fantastic morning we all had!
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Wetpups Alumni News
We love hearing from our Old Boys. Here is a shout out to Old
Boys, David Grier and Alexander Luiz who are making a
tremendous difference. See their initiatives below.

One-to-One
Please see the letter from One-to-One convenor, Albert Glass:

Please do support the "Miles For Masks" campaign, on Youth Day,
16 June 2020. The Youth-day run Miles for Masks will raise funds
for PPE for our healthcare workers on the front line.

Dear fellow community spirited Capetonians
ONE-TO-ONE DAY FAIR FOR THE INTELLECTUALLY DISABLED IS
CANCELLED THIS YEAR.
As we all know, COVID-19 has turned all our lives upside down
very quickly and very dramatically! Our whole world has changed,
and we are uncertain about what lies ahead in the next few
months
Sadly, what we do know for sure is that this year’s muchanticipated event is going to have to wait until next year. Unfortunately, the current Lock Down Alert regulations prevent this kind
of gathering, so the organisers have no choice but to cancel this
year’s One-to-One Day Fair.
Notwithstanding the above, the cancellation of the annual event
has not dampened the enthusiasm of the One-to-One organisers
who are pleased to announce the launch of the 2020 ONE-TO-ONE
COVID 19 HEALTH INITIATIVE in an attempt to alleviate the plight
of the vulnerable communities in Cape Town in coping with the
pandemic.
For the past 39 years, service organizations and community spirited bodies and other social groups have combined resources in
convening a special day for in excess of 3400 participants, of fun
and laughter exclusively for the intellectually disabled and disadvantaged citizens of Cape Town.
Our aim this year is to collect and distribute 10,000 bars of soap
and 10,000 litres of sanitiser and other items to assist our patrons
in maintaining an acceptable level of healthy lifestyle …hopefully
with your support.
We hope and trust that this special appeal will be sympathetically
received. Please take care and stay safe, stay strong and above all
stay healthy.
Sincerely

Old boy, Alexander Luiz (2003), and his family, who own Coimbra
Bakery and Pie in the Sky Bakery, are making a difference for
those in need by donating bread.

ALBERT GLASS
Project Convenor
Wetpups has participated in the One-to-One initiative for many
years, and we would like to continue to offer our support, albeit in
this alternative format. To this end, we would like to appeal to all
our families to help us collect soaps and face cloths, which we will
contribute to the “2020 ONE-TO-ONE COVID-19 HEALTH INITIATIVE”.
For now, please keep these at home. Once the organisers have
finalised arrangements, we will set up collection points on both
campuses.

Music Lessons
Attendance for online music lessons has generally been very good,
but a few boys miss their lessons from time to time. A weekly
alarm could be set on a mobile phone or on a computer to help
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Grade 4 Artwork
One of Mr Viljoen's favourite stories 20 000 Leagues under the Sea
by Jules Verne comes alive! The boys listened to it and Ms Becker
had a bright idea of them making models in Art. Well done!

Rob de Waal

Matthew Wilson

Matthew Walmisley

Jack de Romijn
James Meyer
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Junior Prep Artwork
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Grade 6 Technology
This term the boys have solved the problem of misplacing keys,
wallets, spectacles, cellphones etc. They have built prototypes of
what we call "memory stations", where items are placed in the
evenings and easily found in the morning to reduce the stress of
finding missing Items. Here are some of their designs.
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