WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
As you deal with lockdown and online classes, please choose to make every day a great
day. Find ways to play. When interacting with others, stay focused in order to be present.
Find someone who needs a helping hand, a word of support, or a good ear – and make their
day.
15 May 2020
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"Mirror, mirror on the wall…” - Living in a
Time of Reflection
Without being too philosophical about things, I am sure many of
us have spent hours reflecting on just how fragile our existence
actually is. For how long have we just carried on, seemingly without a care in the world, only to have it come crashing down
around us in the form of the severe constraints of the COVID-19
level 5 lockdown.
So during this time , I have found myself thinking about the
significant moments in history, which have marked my life, and
how many of these have brought people together, either globally
or within our own diverse country.
As a young impressionable student, I can vividly remember the
momentous occasion of Nelson Mandela’s release from prison on
11 February 1990, watched by millions around the world. The
collapse of communism in Eastern Europe followed shortly
thereafter and, once again I found myself along with millions from
around the world watching as the Berlin Wall was demolished by
the people in November 1991. Then it was to be my first vote, the
1992 national referendum - the anticipation in the build-up, the
excitement on the day, only to be followed by further anticipation
(this time with regard to the outcome). The world was changing
and South Africa was in the thick of it. The 1994 elections came
with a new wave of euphoria and, as a country, we rode that wave
right through to Rugby World Cup glory the following year - we
were on a roll! These events not only brought people all around
the world together but, more importantly, South Africans came
together.

bouncer off a green Wanderers wicket.
Mr Weaver has been decisive when necessary, taking on the responsibility and to lead from the front. Backed by his management
team and staff, a strategy was swiftly decided upon, there was
frantic, but a well-structured period of preparation and remote
schooling was rolled out, almost as if it was normal, and something we did every day.
This would not have been possible without the trust and backing
of our parent body, who have been incredibly supportive and positive about all that we have done so far - something that is greatly
appreciated amongst the staff. But, what about the third spoke in
our school wheel - the boys? Teaching in the senior phase I have
been blown away by the ease with which the boys have adapted
to online schooling - their eagerness to engage, willingness to
tackle the new and the honest enjoyment of time spent “in
school” has been remarkable. Understandably, many of the
younger boys might have taken longer to adjust, but they have
settled and are doing well. Yes, we each have our own home circumstances that have shaped our personal experiences of this
time. For many, it has not been easy, but none of what WPPS has
achieved during this time would have been possible without a
massive collective effort from all those involved. In my twentyseventh year of teaching, in four very different environments, I
can honestly say that I have never felt such cohesion within a
school, and I hope that we can ride this wave to ensure that when
we emerge from this crisis, we do so with renewed focus and
trust, allowing WPPS to take its place as a beacon in the educational landscape of our country.

Unfortunately, we had to wait until 2010 before we saw such
national unity and pride again when we hosted the FIFA World
Cup Finals, and it seemed to be an even longer wait before Siya
Kolisi raised the Webb Ellis trophy in Japan last year.

In the face of crisis, we have come together as a school community. We must also acknowledge that we are in a very privileged
position. We have the resources, the staff has been well trained,
and we have been spoiled with good leadership - all of which have
made a massive contribution to our success in these times.

The positivity that flowed out of these events, leading to renewed
national pride and hope, was immense and not unwanted in
difficult economic and political times.

With privilege comes responsibility, and I hope that we can somehow leverage our position to harness the positivity that has come
out of the WPPS experience for the greater good in our country.

And then there was COVID-19…

WARREN BOARDMAN-SMITH
Head of Senior Prep

As we find ourselves in the midst of a global crisis - feelings of
confusion, uncertainty, and fear have become part of our
everyday; our existence has been turned on its head.
However, I would like to focus on the positives that have emerged
and, in particular, how the crisis has galvanised our WPPS
community.
Now in my eighth year of service at WPPS, I can say without a
doubt that I have not previously witnessed such a collective effort
by the school community. Some might argue that the centenary
celebrations of 2014 were special, and they would not be wrong.
However, the centenary year was years in the making, with events
and functions being planned well in advance, whereas the current
crisis came out of left-field faster than an angry Kagiso Rabada

Thought for the Week
“There can be no return to normal because normal was the
problem in the first place.”
Graffiti in Hong Kong (2020)
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Over the past ten days Wetpups and Cowan House Prep, from
KZN, participated in a virtual challenge in which both schools had
to do a cumulative run of 1550kms to each other’s school.
The Wetpups boys took ten days to complete the distance. Special
thanks to everyone who participated as well as those who submitted their pictures.

Wetpups Old Boy - Greg Bertish

Free lockdown workbook and competition for the kids... it’s
lockdown in many places and the kids are driving you a little crazy
- here is something for them to do ... it’s free, it’s educational and
it’s fun! Perfect for ages 6 to 12.
Please download the worksheet and print and share this link with
the kids. If you have not got a copy of the book you can order one
here too (e-book pdf or hard copy for delivery after lockdown)
Your free workbook clickable link https://thelittleoptimisttrust.org/shop-2/
Best colouring page of the map wins a little Opi hamper! U12 and
U8 prizes - email or post your pics.
Thank you and enjoy.
Greg Bertish and The Little Optimist Team

Congratulations to Sean and Caitlin Adair on the
birth of their daughter, Isabella on 10 May.

Ross Yeo - Grade 3, looking very smart at his new
desk, doing his handwriting lesson
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Grade 1 Work
The boys are loving their theme on Ships and Boats. They have
made origami boats and drawn boats and filled in areas with paper
tearing.
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Grade 1R Mother’s Day
The boys wrote to their mums for Mother's day. This was done
secretly with their brilliant dads!
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Artwork

Oliver Badenhorst Grade 5 - My Bedroom

Dante Moore Grade 5 - My Bedroom

Oscar Weldon Grade 5 - My Bedroom

Nicholas Weir Grade 7 - Andy Warhol Inspiration

Ethan Elsley Grade 7 - Andy Warhol Inspiration
Yazeed Lalkhen Grade 5 - My Bedroom
celebrating life and learning

