WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
As you deal with lockdown and online classes, please choose to make every day a great
day. Find ways to play. When interacting with others, stay focused in order to be present.
Find someone who needs a helping hand, a word of support, or a good ear – and make their
day.
8 May 2020

Newsletter

Art in the Time of Quarantine...
Artworks, sent from many corners of the Cape Peninsula and
beyond, have been streaming into my inbox, and being generously
shared by boys on the Google Classroom platform. Here are some
noticable trends ALONE AND TOGETHER – making sense of current realities.
Children have used Art to make sense of, and come to terms with,
a world that has been turned upside down. They were quick to
offer hope in the form of ‘Rainbow’ Art secured in visible
windows. Many artworks have examined our temporary and
different routines. Boys were quick to express what they were
doing and what they were missing.

THE UNCHANGEABLE and CONSTANT – Nature, the seasons, pets
and people came into magnified focus. Slowing down and paying
attention has caused a deeper value for everyday, common-place
things – an appreciation for the little details and aesthetics of
beautiful and simple things, spotted during the day.
The artist Georgia O’Keefe said, “ Nobody sees a flower – really –
it is so small it takes time – we haven’t time – and to see takes
time, like to have a friend takes time.”

Joel Waldermar Brown - Grade 6
SELF DISCOVERY and SHARING – Art explores self–expression.
Curiosity, looking and patience are practised when creating Art.
This is in contrast to the very instant and fast moving society we
have got so used to functioning in. Courage is also needed. You
are putting on paper or on a screen what you see as valuable and
important. It is an expression of who you are, what you
observe, think or feel. Creating explores what is valuable to you,
as a person.
Ethan Wolf - Grade 7
INVENTION, CREATIVITY and PLAYFULNESS – When an artwork
makes me smile I am aware that play and imagination is at the
centre of the art work. Play is another way of learning ̶ - a lighthearted way of discovering more about the world. There is no end
to the imagination of children and the ongoing creativity of adults.
This playfulness in Art was highlighted by great artists such as
Picasso and Miro.
Andrew Mommsen - Grade 6
NEW SKILLS and NEW HORIZONS – Just as an ordinary tin of soup
gave the History of Art a new direction in the hands of Andy Warhol and other Pop Artists, so digital art is running alongside Fine
Art in creating new and different forms of Art expression. With the
galleries closed, adults have turned to reimagining famous artworks, appreciating bedtime-story videos, as well as enjoying musical performances on rooftops and street pavements. Drama,
Music, Photography and Art are being used, yes – even on social
media ̶ to connect people in new and novel ways. Creativity is
helping to heal in situations of isolation and disconnection.
To all the parents who have brought out the pencil cases, art
materials and encouraged, motivated and witnessed all the Art on
paper and screen during Lockdown ̶ what a gift of ideas,
positivity, colour and energy.
Liam le Roux Grade 4

JANE BIRD - Art Teacher
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Afrikaans OO storie - Seth Hamilton Grade 4
Ek het ‘n boom geklim en ‘n boot ver weg gesien.
My oog en oor was seer, omdat daar soveel rook in die lug was.
Ek het oor die telefoon, ‘n bestelling geplaas vir ‘n kan room.

Grade 2Y– Listening to the teacher read a story

WPPS and Cowen House Challenge

WPPS and Cowen House in KwaZulu-Natal have taking each other
on in a virtual race! We are trying to “run to” their school and they
to us - a distance of 1553 km. It is a team effort. The boys were
asked to mark out and measure a route to run, and record the
distance. Please encourage the boys, and fill in the distance run
each time on the form sent out from your teachers.
We still have 997 kms to complete! GO WETPUPS!

Grade 2Y- Making playdough for Life Orientation

Happy Mother’s Day to all our
Wetpups Moms

Thought for the Week
“Worrying does not take away tomorrow’s troubles. It takes away
today’s peace.”
Randy Armstrong
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Grade 5 Technology
The boys are experimenting with forms of energy. They were given
an assignment to build a balloon-powered buggy for a Cadbury’s
marketing campaign. Some of their design prototypes are below.
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