WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
As you deal with lockdown and online classes, please choose to make every day a great
day. Find ways to play. When interacting with others, stay focused in order to be present.
Find someone who needs a helping hand, a word of support, or a good ear – and make their
day.
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“New Norms”
While the COVID-19 pandemic has dictated a “new norm”, I can’t
help but reflect and try to contain the thoughts that race through
my mind daily during this time.
I remember being six or seven years old, living in a time when my
daily life was faced with the sound of gunshots, burning tyres and
gas canisters. One distinct memory comes to mind when my eldest sister had me under her arm, while racing home from school
running through the smoke of burning tyres. Walking home from
school those days for me was the norm; little six- year-old Mo
Barendse walking like he owned the street.

top drawer. It is something that we as parents believe is the best
for our kids, which is why we have our boys at this wonderful
school. I have to believe, too, that it is the best for the boys in our
programme and, while the COVID-19 pandemic has created a
“new norm” for those of us who are more fortunate, let's continue
to create a new norm for those who need a positive influence for
a brighter future.
MO BARENDSE

I think about the time two friends and I were robbed on a staircase leading down from a bridge to a train station by men holding
knives, who wanted our shoes and the money we had to pay for
our taxi ride home from a day out to the city centre; later, to be
saved by a generous man with a bakkie, who saw the incident and
gave us a lift home.
My stomach turns as I think of the day when, at the tender age of
14, I was walking to a friend’s house and was caught in the middle
of a gunfight, scared and having to run frantically to safety.
I think about this life I had as a child and can’t help but think that,
25-30 years later, this is still “the norm” for kids in areas in which I
grew up. I watch my own kids complete activities and tasks during
online schooling, and feel content that my wife and I could provide this life of comfort for our two wonderful boys.

Dante Moore - Grade 5 Technology Project (see page 3)

But then my emotions kick in, and I remember the man who gave
my friends and I a lift on that terrifying day of being robbed. I think
about a friend's father who was able to provide me with lifts to my
sporting fixtures, while my parents were working to provide my
sisters and me with a better future. I think about a teacher who
spent hours and hours guiding me and developing my leadership
skills as a sports captain at school. I think about the many mentors
who walked into my life at just the right times as if they were sent.
What would have become of me had those critical moments in my
life not been positive?
My life experiences and the challenges I faced as a child, and there
were many more, have made me appreciate the positive influences that stepped into my life. At WPPS, what we may not realise, is that we significantly change the lives of the boys and families of those who enter our scholarship programme. At times we
may take for granted the hand we have in their future. I see the
wide-eyed boys who enter our school on their first day amazed by
the world to which they now have access.
The COVID-19 pandemic that the world faces, our country faces,
and what we as a WPPS community face, is tragic. We need, however, to remind ourselves that we have a challenge (and a wonderful opportunity), right here on our very doorstep to provide a
positive future for the boys who have been given the opportunity
of a WPPS education. A good education, I believe, is out of the

Thought for the Week
“Everything changes: when good things happen, savour it; and,
when bad things happen, hang in there.”
Scottish singer Sheena Easton
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Rupert Duigan Grade 5

John Dingley Grade 5 - Starry, Stary Night

Connor Clark Grade 6 - Sushi Platter
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Grade 5 Technology
The boys are dealing with simple machines. Here they are seen designing and building prototypes of pinball machines, which
include levers in their designs.

Matthew Willoughby-Williams

James Hugo

Thomas Dales
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Grade N Activities
Here are some happy little Grade N boys. Last week we completed
the theme on Transport. This week we are learning all about Farm
Animals.

Doing a science experiment of mixing oil, water and
dye together
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Grade 1 Online Learning
The boys are having a lot of fun learning and creating at home.
They have been learning about ships and boats, They have drawn
or made (out of LEGO or recyclables) some lovely ships and boats.
They have also been working hard at some of their other daily
tasks
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Grade 1 Pirate Theme
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Artwork

John Bales Grade 7- Japanese Inspiration

Ethan Bunkell Grade 5 - Starry, Starry Night

Finn Möller Grade 7 - Japanese Inspiration

Alexander Sonn Grade 4 - Nature on my Doorstep

James Koen Grade 6 - Sushi Platter
Max Wurr Grade 7 - Japanese Inspiration
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