WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
As you deal with lockdown and online classes, please choose to make every day a great
day. Find ways to play. When interacting with others, stay focused in order to be present.
Find someone who needs a helping hand, a word of support, or a good ear – and make their
day.
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Newsletter

From the Headmaster’s Desk
We hope that the Wetpups community is safe and healthy. South
Africa has had to endure four weeks of lockdown with yet another
week to go. As I am writing, we are still not sure what 4 May will
look like in terms of schooling for the boys. It is exceptionally
difficult trying to plan for the future when that future is so
uncertain.
We have now had two weeks of online learning. In general, this
has gone exceptionally well and the boys seem to be enjoying the
experience. We believe that in order for learning to be optimal,
boys need to feel happy, safe and secure. We also believe that
learning is most effectively facilitated through relationships with
teachers. Consequently, our Wetpups online learning is based on
two important aspects. Firstly, and most importantly, we believe
that there needs to be a connection between the teachers and the
boys, and between the boys themselves. We have used Google
Meets and Hangout to ensure these essential connections. The
second aspect on which we have concentrated is giving the boys
structure, which has been done by providing timetables and
routines during the week with regular check-ins and meetings.
The feedback that we have received about our online learning
programme has been overwhelmingly positive. I would like to
thank the parents for facilitating the smooth running by making
sure the boys have the right equipment and are prepared for
learning every morning. The boys must also be thanked for
engaging so enthusiastically. I would like to pay specific tribute to
the staff for giving up their holidays to prepare for this type of
education and for engaging positively in all the training that was
required in order to do so. The staff has worked exceptionally hard
and gone way beyond the call of duty to ensure that our boys'
learning and development continues and is extended.
As we at Wetpups are faced with the enormous challenge of
providing our boys with a meaningful education during these unprecedented times, others in our country are dealing with very
different challenges. Paul Channon, the director of The Alexandra
Education Committee, shared a letter written to him by a matric
student. This is what she said: “Good afternoon Mr Channon. I saw
your post on the group and immediately felt you were directly
speaking to me. We are having it tough at home, we normally skip
breakfast or lunch because there's hardly anything to eat during
the day. We are struggling and we need help sir..... anything that
you can help us with I would really appreciate. There's 8 of us at
home and our stomachs are not the same, the children need all
meals daily and as adults we can go on without having anything
but its hard because of the children and this lockdown is not doing
any justice because my mom can't go out in search of domestic
temporary jobs to feed us.....please please help”
While we continue to educate our boys, other members of our
society are having struggles of another kind during this time. They
are struggling to survive. This pandemic and how we respond to it
could well widen the gap between those who have and those who
do not. As those who are better off are able to continue to

progress and to move forward with their quest for education and
for success, the large majority of our fellow citizens are crying out
for help just to survive.
The hunger of so many that is being caused by the inability of
people to work is fuelling great levels of desperation and hostility.
If we are to save our own communities and our country, we are
going to have to learn to share and to assist those in our
communities who need help to survive. I would suggest that as we
continue with online learning let us use this platform to look at
ways that we can make a difference in the lives of those who are
finding life unbearable at this time. How can we at Wetpups be
part of the solution to this huge problem? Let us all stand together
to bring hope to those who are feeling despair.
On Monday we celebrate Freedom Day. We have now been in
lockdown for nearly 30 days and we have found this difficult. How
much more difficult was it for Nelson Mandela who spent 27 years
in prison, isolated and alone, separated from his family, without
the internet and TV? He managed because he always had hope for
the future and knew freedom for South Africa would come. As we
remain imprisoned in our homes during this time of lockdown let
us commit ourselves to once more to fighting for justice and
equity in our land remembering the sacrifices that Nelson
Mandela made on our account. Let us help those who are fighting
to feed their families and in this way create freedom for all of us.
Sisonke sibanye - together we are one.
As the month of Ramadan begins for our muslim families at
Wetpups, we wish them all a joyful and blessed Ramadan as they
remember the sending down of the Quran to mankind as a source
of guidance.
I would like to end this newsletter with these beautiful quotes:
"A person's most useful asset is not a head full of knowledge, but a
heart full of love, an ear ready to listen and a hand willing to help
others" (Anonymous)
“Human greatness does not lie in wealth and power but in character and goodness” (Anne Frank)
“How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment before starting to improve the world” (Anne Frank)
SIMON WEAVER

Thought for the Week
"The are only two ways to handle tense situations: you can change
them, or you can change the way you look at them. There is
enlightenment to be had in changing the way you look at things."
"The Little Book Of Calm" by Paul Wilson (1996)
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Graduation - Tayla Stephen

We are living in unprecedented times. This is man against a bloodthirsty plague, soaring around the globe, it has somehow managed
to wrap itself around our lives, restricting our movement, sadly
this is not all it has accomplished. It has taken people from us,
beloved friends and family, and strangers. Whoever the person is,
that has let the virus grasp their soul with its outstretched grotty
fingers, that has been carried away by the germs, is important,
because all lives matter. Rewind five months, sadly, this may be a
consequence of how we live our lives. It is scattered across news
pages around the globe that it was due to the eating habits of
certain cultures, in different parts of the world. There are spread
rumours that it was a bat that carried COVID-19, and passed it on
to an unwilling human, it also could have been a pangolin, it may
have been created in a lab. Either way, it is now scouring the
depths of our unwitting planet, whilst crippling it. In reality, it will
be a short lived event. Yet still, it will completely alter the manner
in which we think, and live our lives. The world as we know it has
ceased. The single question that has continued to grip me the
entire time is, will South Africa pull through?
PANDEMIC - NICHOLAS WEIR

I always imagined celebrating my graduation on the steps of UCT
in front of Sarah Baartman Hall. But these times are
unprecedented. Instead, my graduation photo is this: a
hand-made certificate tied with a red ribbon, a cap fashioned from
pieces of cardboard and an old black cardigan for a gown. But it
doesn’t take away from the pride I feel, the gratitude I have and
the love I’m surrounded by. God has blessed me with far more
than I could have ever imagined!

The world is in a very bad place right now. The silent cities only
complement the barren streets. The wildlife feasts on its
advantage at this time. People wearing masks swarm the shops
grabbing all the possible sanitary equipment they can find, if you
snooze you lose. Malls are like the wild west, as people snake the
isles. Workplaces, abandoned, as businessmen frantically need
money. The presidents, controlling their nations with iron fists,
never able to please everyone. But, it all narrows down to one
thing. One common enemy. An enemy that isn’t afraid to kill and
murder. Covid-19. As the stock market falls onto its knees, begging
for mercy. Misinformation is spreading like wildfire, such as “it's
only a mild cold” and “It’s worse than the black plague”. Unlike
any other war, this one cannot be won with firearms and
doomsday weapons, this is a war where we just have to wait, wait
for this to blow over. We don’t know if this is the peak, I mean,
this could be the very beginning.
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Pre-Prep Matters - Grade N
The boys have been working on a shape work pack this week.
Some of them have been making their own paint from our
home-made recipe, printing shapes and making shapes with play
dough.
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Pre-Prep Matters - Grade R
Last week's theme was Autumn and Trees. Our boys in Grades N
and R produced some spectacular leaf art and autumn crafts. One
of the activities entailed colouring, cutting and decorating an
autumn whirligig. This was a very special whirligig in that a message of thankfulness was added to the finished craft. Our boys
have shown wonderful tenacity in completing this task, as cutting
out some of those intricate leaves was such hard work.
It has been heart-warming to see the lovely videos and pictures of
our boys engaged in their offline games. These have proven a hit in
providing an element of fun and physical activity. What a super
week of fun and creativity!
Well done boys! We, your teachers, are extremely proud of all you
have achieved during lockdown. Keep being the stars you are!

celebrating life and learning

Grade 1
Online Learning
The Grade 1 boys made three CVC words using sticks, leaves and
flowers.
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Grades 4 - 7 Art

Rainbow Drawing - Benjamin Koch

Pink Full Moon - Caleb Maritz

Message - Jack Hiblilng

Pink Full Moon - Edward Potgieter

Full Moon - James Hugo

Together and Alone - Sean Pickford

Pink Full Moon - Timothy Wolf
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Grades 4 - 7 Art

Rainbow Message - Marshall Oosthuysen

Colour Wheel - Matthew Koch

Pink Full Moon - Matthew Willoughby-Williams

Pink Full Moon - Luke Willoughby-Williams

No More Panic - Gordon Alexander

Rainbow Design - Christopher McLagan
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