WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
As you deal with lockdown and online classes, please choose to make every day a great
day. Find ways to play. When interacting with others, stay focused in order to be present.
Find someone who needs a helping hand, a word of support, or a good ear – and make their
day.
17 April 2020

Newsletter

Lockdown Ponderings...
Today is day 22 of 21+14 according to the South African Covid-19
calendar, but our boys have been “social distancing” since Friday,
13 March, which makes their tally 13 days longer than that of
most grown-ups.
The need for social interaction between the boys is something I
was worried about from the beginning of our Covid-19 journey
and, as social media flooded with articles on home-schooling, I
found myself drawn to articles on wellness. The fact that,
according to the UK advisory, the term “social distancing” was
changed to “physical distancing” proves how important a sense of
community and connection are. The phrase that rang out strongly
on a Techie Teacher WhatsApp group, set up to assist teachers in
navigating the unknown realm of online learning, was “Maslow
before Bloom”. Essentially, you cannot go into the deep thinking
associated with Bloom’s Taxonomy before your basic needs, as set
out on Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, are met.
I am a teacher - it is what I do; what I need to do. I reached out to
my boys and connected via Google Classroom, and we also began
dabbling in Google Meet (which is now the Wetpups go-to online
conferencing platform). While not formal, these outlets for us to
connect settled my days, and I hope that they did the same for the
boys. I also sent out a weekly quiz in which I asked the boys some
questions to get a sense of their personal barometers. Serious
questions were snuck in between questions like, “What was your
favourite meal this week?” and disguised as five point scales
ranging from BLERGH to WOOHOO. I would like to share some of
my boys candid responses with you; these were collected over
four weeks of quizzes.
Are you missing anything specific about school?
Friends, sport and tuck food, eerything, Yes! Work.
Fun things that I have done this week:
Talk on google meet, chat to my friends online, sleeping in a tent,
baked cookies.
Something that I have learnt this week:
How to make French toast, how to make tea, how to cook
crunchies, how to put up a tent, that people discovered not 5% of
the ocean it’s actually 12%.
How I have helped at home this week:
I made breakfast, I helped dust and vacuum, putting the dishes
back, mopped and swept, I did the washing.
The thing that I have missed doing the most is:
Running on Mount Royal with my friends, social interaction, going
to restaurants, talking/playing with my friends, sport and school.
One thing I have struggled with this week is:
Not being able to play cricket, no surfing, tidying my room, not
able to go for a run, not been able to see my friends, entertaining
myself.
Anything you'd like to share with me? (optional)
I am bored, I am missing school, missing my teachers and my
friends, never thought I would want to get back to school.

I love how simple and inexpensive their lists are, as well as how
“old school” they are. With this in mind, and on the back of the
extract below, I hope that we all go back to indulging in the
simple, inexpensive, old school things in life. A gift to take from
Covid-19.
SIMONE BECKER

What If?
If they shorten the rest of the school year, students would miss
months of education.
Many people are concerned about students falling behind because
of this. Yes, they may fall behind when it comes to classroom
education...
But what if...
What if instead of falling “behind", this group of kids are
ADVANCED because of this?
What if they have more empathy, they enjoy family connection,
they can be more creative and entertain themselves, they love to
read, they love to express themselves in writing?
What if they enjoy the simple things, like their own backyard and
sitting near a window in the quiet?
What if they notice the birds and the dates the different flowers
emerge, and the calming renewal of a gentle rain shower?
What if this generation are the ones to learn to cook, organize
their space, do their laundry, and keep a well run home?
What if they learn to stretch money and to live with less?
What if they learn to plan shopping trips and meals at home?
What if they learn the value of eating together as a family and
finding the good to share in the small delights of the everyday?
What if they are the ones to place great value on our teachers and
educational professionals, librarians, public servants and the
previously invisible essential support workers like truck drivers,
grocers, cashiers, custodians, logistics, and health care workers
and their supporting staff, just to name a few of the millions taking
care of us right now while we are sheltered in place?
What if among these children, a great leader emerges who had
the benefit of a slower pace and a simpler life to truly learn what
really matters in this life?
What if they are ahead?
Author unknown

Thought for the Week
“The best thing to hold onto in life is each other.”
American actress Audrey Hepburn (1929-1993)
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Grade 1R - Working from my office!

South African Maths Challenge
The first round of the South African Mathematics Challenge
(Junior Maths Olympiad) was written last term by our Grades 6
and 7 boys. Boys in Grades 4 and 5 also participated, but were not
part of the external competition. We are thrilled to congratulate
the following senior boys for being selected to take part in the
second round:
Grade 6
Matthew Fenn
Rupert Robinson
Zuhayr Sirkot
Noah Taylor
Angus Bromley
Julian Boedinghaus
Jack Hibling
Nicholas Axten
Jeremy Liddle
Yadav Dayaram
Nicholas Sedgwick
Robert Boyes
William Marshall
Marshall Oosthuysen
Zuhayr Sirkot and Noah Taylor
achieved 80% - an outstanding
achievement.

Grade 7
Jack Buckham
Jonathan Clogg
Heath Williams
Samuel Hosking
James Dowling
Nicholas Weir
Jack Harding
Alexander McIvor
Ethan Wolf
David Furter
Harry Barker
Cameron Redfern
Thomas Owen-Jones
Luke Rowe
Yaqeen Omar

Enjoying Online Library Time

WPPS Gaudy Dinner - Postponed

Jack Buckham and Jonathan
Clogg achieved 80% - an
outstanding achievement.

Due to school closures, we are not yet sure when the second
round will take place; the boys will be notified once we have received this information.

This annual Gaudy Dinner scheduled for Friday, 15 May, has been
postponed and will hopefully be rescheduled later this year.
If you have already paid, please contact Caron Perrott
perrott@wpps.org.za
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Online Teaching
and Learning

Grade 2Y - Online Teaching

Grade 1 Learning Sight Words and Reading

Grade 1s loved listening to an online story this week

Grade N boys first coloured in their autumn tree. After that, they went into the
garden to find autumn leaves to decorate their tree.
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Online Teaching
and Learning

Grade 6 - taking a break, reading on Kindle

Grade NC boys completing their remote art tasks

Grade 6 - the best school day ever!
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Online Teaching
and Learning
Grade 1 boys did nature art this week. They had to use petals,
sticks, twigs, pebbles or anything outside from nature to make
pictures of themselves or to form their names. These were then
uploaded to Flipgrid!
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