WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
Choose to make today a great day. Find ways to play. When
interacting with others, stay focused in order to be present. Find
someone who needs a helping hand, a word of support, or a good ear
and make their day.
13 March 2020

Newsletter

Pre-Prep News
As the leaves on the trees in our Pre-Prep garden change to
different hues of autumn, we take cognisance of the gentle, yet
seamless, transformation of the little beings who gad about so
happily, taking ownership of this space. How poignant to watch
our boys buy into our ideals, as they gradually come to embrace
our values centred on compassion, rules of co-existence, sharing,
taking turns, etc. Granted, this does unfold somewhat easier for
some than for others, but we remain firm in the belief that regular
and positive reinforcement, accompanied by exemplary role
modelling, usually delivers the optimal results.
There seems to be a lovely sense of growing confidence amongst
our little Grade N boys, who have come to affirm Wetpups as their
happy space. How marvellous to observe our Grade R boys uphold
themselves as the wise owls, who know exactly how the
wonderful world of the Pre-Prep (and sometimes even the big,
wide world out there) ought to function.

theme, The Sea. We have been mesmerised, not only by the amazing Show and Tell contributions but, moreover, by the sheer eloquence and confidence with which peer learning occurs. What a
gift at this tender age, to be able to stand up and address your
peers on a particular subject. A hot topic this week has been the
orca, or killer whale. Imagine our boys’ surprise when, while
watching a YOUTUBE clip, they discovered that the orca is actually
not a whale, but the world’s largest dolphin! Lending to the enrichment of this theme was our visit to the Hout Bay Museum and
rock pools. What a treat it was to be able to take the classroom
outside and wade through rock pools that host an abundance of
sea life. No educational opportunity could be more prized or come
remotely close to the thrill of personally handling an assortment
of sea creatures.

“Education begins the moment we see children as innately wise
and capable beings. Only then can we play along in their world”.
Vince Gowman
The goals have been clearly defined. We remain determined in our
quest not only to raise boys to men, but also to raise good men,
who are well rounded and innovative. Life skills thus comprise the
largest chunk of our curriculum. Amidst the hysteria surrounding
the physical well-being of our boys, and bearing in mind that a
component of fun should always be at the epicentre of learning,
our handwashing song has been chosen. “Baby shark” is, without
a doubt, one of the most captivating tunes, adding a brilliant
element of glee to our ordinary ablution routines.

From building magnificent structures with blocks, or playing and
getting sand in your socks, we simply love the diversity and excitement of each given school day.
WENDY ROEBECK
Head of the Pre-Prep

Easter Egg Collection
Every Easter, we collect eggs for underprivileged children around
our city. These are distributed to a number of children’s homes
and hospitals. There has always been a generous response to this
appeal from our school family, and we have had heart-warming
feedback from the recipients.

Can you guess the type of limpet?
We consider ourselves both blessed and privileged to have access
to resources that allow us to educate in a multi-sensory manner.
Our boys have thrived on the merging of thematic content with
technology and first-hand experiences. Take, for example, our

We would be extremely grateful if your sons could bring small
Easter eggs (small enough for easy distribution – the marshmallow
eggs are probably best) to their class teachers on the Newlands
Road Campus, or to the Eden Road Office. It
seems an appropriate way to share our joy at
Easter.
Thank you in advance for your generosity.

celebrating life and learning

Weekly Sports Wrap
RUGBY
With the rugby season fast approaching, boys are reminded that
when purchasing boots (U10 - U13), predominantly black boots
are to be purchased. Gum guards may also be purchased, but are
not compulsory. These can be bought from most chemists and a
custom-made one can be purchased from Max Mouthguards
https://www.maxmouthguards.co.za in Claremont.
There is a WPPS Holiday Rugby Clinic open to all boys from Grades
1 - 7. This will take place in the last week of the holidays on
Wednesday, 1 April, Thursday, 2nd April and Friday, 3 April. If your
son is interested , please follow the link to book his place. https://
forms.gle/KhJFjT9BJjSjezZE8
WATER POLO
The water polo sides had great final fixtures against Bishops, with
many teams playing some of their best polo of the year. Special
mention must go to the U11 and U12A sides who displayed blistering performances with solid defence and innovative attack. The
U13 sides had some very tight contests and showed true grit in the
final chukkas to come out on top.
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The 1st side will embark on their tour to KEPS in Johannesburg this
weekend and we wish them all the best.
Thank you to all our parents for the amazing support in the first
term.

Grades 3 to 7 Tuckshop Order -Term 2, 2020

The tuckshop form for Term 1, 2020 is now online. If you would
like to order, please complete the form and submit it by SUNDAY,
15 MARCH.
The link is: https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/1LSBdyFomiSvkbAlxpIsA51Mz-LQfg05gEWVd1Hcf8p4/
viewform?edit_requested=true

Grade 1B Show and Tell

We said goodbye to our exchange group who went to
The St John’s on the Hill School in Wales on Tuesday.
They are spending a week at the school and a week
touring London.

The Senior String Orchestra performed in Assembly this
week
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Congratulations to Cameron Redfern who came third
at the Western Cape KSI Regional Karate Tournament
last weekend. Well done, Cameron!

Matthew Willoughby-Williams represented WP in a
tournament against Boland at Moorreesburg Tennis
Club last week. He won all five of his games, which
included two singles matches, two doubles matches
and one mixed singles. Well done, Matthew!

Thought for the Week
"Life’s like a cream bun, you know – you want to have as much as
you can.”
English actress Miriam Margoyles

Peninsula School Feeding Association

Grade 1B baking bread

Our Grade 7 boys do a 24-hour walk to help raise awareness and
funds for the Peninsula Schools’ Feeding Association
scheme. Charles Grey, from PSFA, presented us with a certificate
in assembly. Last year’s Grade 7s raised R13 835, which means 30
children will be fed breakfast and lunch for a year. Thanks to all
who donated towards this great cause.
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Grade 1R STEAM Project

Gary Kirsten Ikhwili Fundraising Event

Last week the boys did their first STEAM science experiment. They
worked in groups of four and made their own tornado in a jar. We
watched tornadoes on YouTube and spent some time discussing
the topic. It was a simple but fun experiment.

The school community was privileged to hear Gary Kirsten talk
about parenting and sport in a packed hall last week. This event
was in aid of raising much-needed funds to bring the
Ikhwili Grade 7s to Cape Town later this year.
Thanks to the Grade 7 boys who assisted helping us collect
funds. They were outstanding ambassadors for WPPS and were
unrelenting when approaching our guests to kindly donate funds
to this cause. Together they helped raise R18,000. The Ikhwili
Headmaster, Morris Sisilana, who was flown down for the event
was humbled by all the support and commitment of the boys
and the generosity of our parents. Thank you to all involved.

Eden Road Notes
AFTERCARE LUNCH - TERM 2
Forms need to be completed before school closes for the holiday. This is for boys attending Aftercare on a regular basis. Collect forms from Aftercare or Mrs Jacobs.

Grade 1B did an experiment on capillary actions as
their first STEAM activity.
celebrating life and learning

Fun Night Map
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