WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
Choose to make today a great day. Find ways to play. When
interacting with others, stay focused in order to be present. Find
someone who needs a helping hand, a word of support, or a good ear
and make their day.
7 February 2020

Newsletter

From the Headmaster’s Desk
The term is now well under way with the boys settling into a routine in their new classes. Last week we celebrated our Founders’
Day with a very interesting talk given to the boys by the Naked
Botanist, David Gwynne-Evans. His eccentric antics demonstrated
the importance of men being themselves and getting in touch with
their feminity. He spoke about the dangers of over emphasising
certain masculine stereotypes that blocked men off from themselves in their quest to embrace society’s perception of what it
means to be a man. It was a talk that they undoubtedly will never
forget. Certainly, as the Headmaster, I will remember this talk as I
sat getting more and more worried that he was going to remove
all his clothing in front of the whole school! I spent most of the
time formulating a plan of how I was going to deal with such an
eventuality, which never happened!

others. It does not come with strings attached. It is not designed to
‘get’ something – for example, praising one child publicly so that
others will fall in line. Make Their Day is a heartfelt contribution
intended for no other purpose than to bring a little joy into
someone’s live.
But there is a side effect. You may find that when you make this
effort – not because you want something but because that’s the
person you want to be – you receive an internal gift that gives
purpose to your own life. Not only are you helping others, but also
you’re helping yourself. As educator David St Germain says, “When
you’re there for someone, all of a sudden it can go to your heart
and then it becomes make your moment, make your day, make
your month, make your year, make your life.”
SIMON WEAVER

As you are aware, our theme for the year is the Fish Philosophy.
The four important things on which we need to concentrate are:
Choose your attitude
Play and have fun
Make their day
Be present
Philip Strand, John Christensen and Andy Harper have written the
book Schools of Fish! This extract comes from the book and
explains making their day.
Make Their Day!
Make Their Day is often a big production at schools – from letter
jackets to trophies to valedictorians. It’s wonderful to be recognised for, hard work and accomplishment. It’s a natural, human
motivator. It’s what many students, and teachers, strive for every
day.
But what if you’re not the best athlete, scholar, or musician? What
if you’re not the best, the brightest, or the boldest? You may get
the message that something is only worth doing if it’s rewarded.
And if you’re not rewarded, then perhaps what you’re doing must
not be important.
To combat this, it’s important to remember that even the simplest
of actions can make the difference.
Remembering a student’s name. Holding the door open for someone whose arms are full of books. Recognising another person’s
opinion even if it differs from yours. Congratulating someone on
his or her hard work, no matter how small the project.
When we show other that they are worthy of our respect and concern, we set a tone for our school that invites everyone to feel
included. We foster a sense of hope that encourages kids and
adults to keep trying. We create an atmosphere of support and
compassion.
Give to Give

We are so happy to have our big white hens K, C and
Nando’s back! We hope that they will accept our new
baby chicks Squeakles and Tweatles!

Make Their Day means taking a genuine interest in the gifts of
celebrating life and learning
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Weekly Sports Wrap
CRICKET
This week saw a full round of fixtures against Wynberg Boys’
Junior School. The boys managed to put in some excellent
Performances, and we congratulate the U10B team on its
excellent six wicket win. The U10A and U12B teams narrowly went
down in close encounters that could have gone either way. After a
few 50s last week, we saw the first five wicket haul taken by Max
Sandri in the U12A team. He finished with figures of five
wickets for 17 runs in four overs. Well done, Max!
Some of the boys were fortunate enough to have had Jonty
Rhodes come down and assist at their practices this week. They
learnt a huge amount from what he had to say, as well as his
passion and enthusiasm for the game. Thank you very much,
Jonty.
Good luck to all our boys involved in Saturday morning cricket this
weekend.
ATHLETICS
The annual Athletics Track and Field Finals took place last week.
The boys most certainly enjoyed the competition. We witnessed
outstanding performances across all events from high jump to
800m races. The rivalry was apparent amongst the houses. This
was evident in the way the boys cheered from the pens. The
atmosphere was electrifying. Very well done to all the boys, who
participated during the finals.
Special mention must be made of the boys who set new personal
bests, and shattered previous records:
U10 High Jump record height of 1.29m - Jamie Thomason.
U11 100m Sprint time of 13.06 - Conner Rogers
U11 Shot Put record distance of 9.16m - Jake Hendricks.
U12 Shot Put record distance of 9.50m - Matthew Arends
In preparation for the Quadrangular Athletics taking place at
Bishops on Wednesday, 19 February, a provisional athletics team
will be selected based on the performances during the finals.
These boys are expected to attend training either on a Monday or
Tuesday from 17:00-18:00. Boys are to meet in front of Mr
Hartzenberg’s classroom. The team will be finalised before
registration on the Friday, 14 February 2020.
Once again, thank you to all the parents who attended the finals
events last week. As a school, we are extremely fortunate to have
parents who show such interest in the ongoing holistic
development of the boys. We look forward to seeing you at the
remaining competitions.

Reading Period in Grade 3D
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WPPS Alumni Visits

World Read Aloud Day
This celebrated on Wednesday, 5 February. Reading aloud motivates all to celebrate the power of words. World Read Aloud
Day asks everyone to celebrate the day by grabbing a book, finding an audience, and reading out loud.
Teachers created an awareness of the positive impact that reading
aloud has for both the reader and audience. They also created a
FISH Read Aloud Day with the idea that no matter what subjects
they teach, reading aloud can form a fun part of the lesson/day.
Remember to read to your children today! :)
Happy WRAD DAY!

DR DAVID GWYNNE-JONES
The Naked Botonist and former pupil, Dr David Gwynne-Evans
(1984-1990), was invited as the guest speaker on Founders’ Day.
He began by posing the question, what does it mean to be a man?
What does it mean to be hu-man?
He ended off with the following invitation: be kind to others, the
environment and most importantly yourself... know yourself,
show yourself, grow yourself.
Follow his adventures and see the plants he photographed on
Instagram @thenakedbotanist

BILL SCHRODER
On Monday evening, we hosted an alumni event where Bill
Schroder, ex-Wetpups teacher, spoke about his book, A Headmaster’s Story: My Life in Education, and his memoirs of his time being
involved in education for 42 years as a teacher and headmaster.
Bill has not been back to Wetpups for 50 years. He was a stooge at
WPPS from 1964 - 66 , and then a full-time staff member from
1967 - 69. He was delighted to see so many past staff he had
worked alongside with and past pupils who he had taught.
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Grade 3D STEAM Project
The boys had a blast designing, creating and then presenting their
first STEAM project making miniature Zen Gardens. Didn't they
turn out beautifully?

We celebrated World Read Aloud Day in
Grade 2Y. The boys read to each other
while their partner took a video of their
reading.

Tombola Collection for Fun Night

Tombola is one of the very popular stalls with the boys at Fun
Night. If you have any unwanted gifts or unnecessary purchases, at
home such as stationery, children’s jewellery, toys or toiletries (NB
child-friendly goods, and no glass or pottery), please send them in
to the Marketing Office on Newlands Road.
Thank you!
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Grade 3 De Hel Outing
We had a fabulous outing to De Hel Conservation Forest on
Tuesday; the first of the 11 sessions of our Bush Skills programme
led by Rein Buyze. The boys enjoyed being connected to nature
and using their senses to experience their surroundings. We did
some writing in our journals too!
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Grade 1R Rosen Castle Outing
The boys loved their outing to Rosen Castle. They were fully
involved and loved learning about shopping at Checkers, baking,
being in hospital, what happens in a courtroom, and how to
present the weather on TV. This is a wonderful hands-on
experience with real life activities.

Thought for the Week
A little kindness from person to person is better than a vast love
for all humankind.
Richard Dehmel
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Grade 1B Rosen Castle Outing
Last Thursday, Grade 1B visited Rosen Castle, an activity centre in
Durbanville. The boys got to be bakers, supermarket workers, lawyers, doctors and police officers.
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Grade 2 Library and Hot Chocolate Morning
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Grades 3 - 7 Athletics Finals
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Grade 7 Art Photographs

Friendship by Jonathan Clogg

Chickens by Jack Buckham

Water by Heath Williams

Chickens by Heath Williams

Archives / Museum Room
A request to our Alumni from our WPPS Archivist, Sue Cooke
The Old Library has been converted into an Archives/Museum
room. There is memorabilia from Stansbury's day, and the dreaded Violet is prominently displayed!
When you next do a clear out, please remember Wetpups. We
always appreciate any donations from Old Boys - rugby jerseys,
reports, photographs, letters, etc.
She is here on Wednesdays and you are always very welcome to
visit. We enjoy meeting Old Boys and catching up with their
news.

Water by Jonathan Clogg
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