WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
Choose to make today a great day. Find ways to play. When
interacting with others, stay focused in order to be present. Find
someone who needs a helping hand, a word of support, or a good ear
and make their day.
28 February 2020

Newsletter

Prep School: A Reminder
Having spent the last twenty-six years in education, my experience
has taught me that the one thing which I can say with utter
certainty is that the only constant, is change!
I started teaching with a chalkboard and overhead projector and
now have a whiteboard, with the option of smartboard
functionality, a laptop, and a data projector along with the
internet, which all help me to bring the real world into my
classroom in real-time. I remember manually printing
back-to-back, then collating and stapling every exam
paper- automation was a wonderful thing! And now we are part of
the shift to paperless systems with online assessments becoming
more and more common. I have seen numerous national
curriculum changes come and go, with some not even getting out
of the starting blocks. And then there is my favourite - everyone
has been to school, so everyone has an opinion on education
based on their own experience - ask any teacher what happens at
a dinner party.
So, many of you might then wonder why at WPPS we are
exploring new avenues and introducing alternative programmes
into our curriculum? There is a simple answer to this question - we
are a prep school.
The concept of a prep school is quite simple, prepare the students
for the next phase of their education; in our case preparing the
boys of WPPS for secondary or college education.
Unfortunately, it is this fact that I believe many of us lose sight of
along the way. As a parent myself, I know only too well how
important it is to get a good report to assist in the choice of high
school but, as responsible adults, we all need to pause to take
stock of how we help or hinder this process.
In order to do this we as a school need to look at what is
happening higher up the “educational ladder” and ensure that
what we do feeds into, and prepares our boys for the demands of
what lies ahead. We have followed international trends, seeking
to include 21st-century skills into our curriculum. In fact, the
introduction of Project Hour in the Grades 4 and 5, along with our
Project-Based Learning programme in Grades 6 and 7 have been
specific target areas for the introduction and development of the
four essential Cs - critical thinking, communication, collaboration,
and creativity. With a focus on skills, we are using the IEB Core
Skills assessments to monitor our progress and inform future
adjustments to the roll-out of our curriculum.
We have also begun the process of reviewing how we approach
assessment, both now and in the future. This review includes a
critical examination of how, when and why we assess and
probably just as importantly, the language of assessment in our
school. More and more, assessment is being seen as a process
rather than a one-off or isolated test or exam. Alternative forms of
assessment have come along way with technology allowing for the
introduction of various online platforms and formats that assist in
assessment and monitoring progress. For a number of years, we

have observed increasing stress around exams, much of this
around the fact that one’s exam performance can significantly
influence your report that will be used for high school
applications. Our review, therefore, included the decision to move
away from a “traditional exam block” in Grade 6 in 2019. Our
experience showed that by removing the focus on “exams”, the
boys achieved perfectly normal results with a lot less angst. We
will, therefore, continue on this path in 2020.
In Grade 7, our boys will complete a formal assessment week
during the second and fourth terms. However, as we are moving
with the times, the format of these assessments may well not look
like the exams which you and I wrote when at school, and that is
just fine. We would rather focus on the skills the boys are learning
through preparing for, and sitting, a formal assessment
week - skills such as time-management, the management of deadlines and stress are part of everyday life, both at school and in the
workplace and, as such, it is crucial that our boys are exposed to,
and begin to develop these skills before they move on to high
school.
So, we would like to ask all parents to remember what it is that we
are, a prep school. We have the best interests of every boy at
heart, and will go out of our way to ensure that each boy is
equipped for the new challenges that lie ahead. All we ask in
return is that you trust us and the process.
To quote from an unlikely source, the 2011 movie, The Best Exotic
Marigold Hotel: “Everything will be alright in the end. If it’s not
alright, it’s not the end.”
Wise words indeed as our boys are only at the beginning of the
educational journey, not yet the end! Let us ensure that we
support them so that they can learn and develop the necessary
skills to establish a solid foundation for their future learning.
WARREN BOARDMAN-SMITH
Head of Senior Prep

Winning and Record-Breaking U10 Team at
the Athletics Quadrangular
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CRICKET
This week produced some excellent results on the cricket field.
The U13A team played in a day/night fixture against Kirstenhof
and put up a fantastic display. They managed to string together a
few key partnerships with the bat, and then came out and
delivered their best bowling and fielding display of the year to win
by 83 runs. Well done to Ethan Wolf who produced a magnificent
spell of swing bowling to take five wickets for only four runs off
four overs.

TENNIS
Well done to the boys for their super tennis performances last
week. The juniors had another brilliant week of wins. The 1st team
played against Reddam and won four of its six matches.
The 2nd team played played against Bishops and won three out of
four matches. These boys are showing such promise, and we
cannot wait to watch them develop their skills further. Keep up
your brilliant work!

This week has seen our boys come out with some positive results
against Bishops, in particular our U12 age group continues to
show promise. The U12A team was involved in a thriller, which
saw the boys score the winning runs off the last ball of the match
to win by six wickets. The U12B team was involved in a fixture that
saw a new format being trialled for prep schools cricket. They
managed to win by four wickets. Well done to these boys.
Good luck to all the boys involved in the weekend fixtures against
Bishops.
WATER POLO
The water polo boys had a great week against Reddam, with many
teams producing some superb defensive efforts throughout the
day. The U10 boys went unbeaten, with the C team getting its first
victory of the year, showing that their hard work and
perseverance has paid off. The U11 teams found their games
slightly tougher and found themselves in very tight encounters
with a couple games decided by one goal. The U12A side had a
good comeback this week with improved attacking and better
passing. The 13B side had a wonderful outing where teamwork
and determination were key catalysts in their performance. The
1st team had a slow start. The boys could not manage to find their
final gears, often making uncharacteristic errors, which ended
with an undesirable performance. We look forward to seeing
them fight back this week with three 1st team games on the cards.
Good luck to all the boys for their games against Wynberg and
Rondebosch.
Weekly Sports Wrap Contd/...

The senior tennis team played against SACS. It was an incredibly
tough set of matches, and we had two players down. All four boys
lost all six matches, however Nicholas Axten and Alexander McIvor
had incredibly close individual games. The boys received excellent
feedback from the SACS headmaster, commending them on their
game play and exceptional manners and sportsmanship. These are
the qualities we look for in sport, and that make us proud as
teachers and coaches. Well done boys!
ATHLETICS
The boys had a stellar performances in the Quadrangular last
week. Very well done to the team! Unfortunately, we are not able
to enter the same team for the SACS Pentangular on Monday, 2
March from 15:15 – 18:00. The events and number of athletes
differ for this competition. Please find the updated team on the
App.
We are looking forward to seeing the same positive attitude next
Monday. Parents, please continue to keep the spirit high. Thank
you, too, for your unwavering support. Remember always to find
something positive and encouraging to say when the results do
not go our way. We are looking forward to seeing you on the side
of the track!
SWIMMING
This week saw the end of our league gala season, with the A, B, C
and Quadrangular galas happening in the space of two weeks. The
boys really proved to be great ambassadors for the school, and
gave of their best in the pool. We are very proud of their
behaviour and the improvement that they have shown in their
times. Well done boys!
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Senior String Orchestra and Senior Choir
performing in Assembly on Monday

Fun Night Parking Permit

Iusta Tenete Award - Adam Vally Mahomed

Fun Night parking is available on the Dauncey Field at R50 on a
first-come first-serve basis. Limited bays are available. Purchase
a parking permit from the Marketing Office on the Newlands Road
Campus.

Fun Night Wristbands
Pre-order your Fun Night wristbands now. Please find information
about Fun Night on the school App under the "Fun Night" icon.
Please refer to the Fun Night WPPS School Account Pre-order
Form for the links to pay via your school account or credit card.

Café and Deli
This was awarded to Adam Vally Mahomed as a most deserving
recipient for the wonderful work he has done and continues to do
for the sound and lighting team. He gives of himself without expecting recognition or having to be asked, and does so with such
enthusiasm and calmness - much-needed qualities in the high
stress and pressured work behind a mixing desk. His help during
rehearsals for the Foundation Phase Play was instrumental in
making the music and lighting a success. He even attended on the
nights of the play to help, which was not expected of him. His
assistance at Sports Day was yet another example of his dedication. With his delightful sense of humour, mature attitude and
excellent interpersonal skills, he is a pleasure to work with. We
would like to commend him on his sterling effort.

Luke Willoughby-Williams

We need your assistance with donations and supplies to make the
Café and Deli a success. Click on the link https://docs.google.com/
spreadsheets/d/1AeADneP-NMAX1tDUxzo3_pIjPNh9WdSAMUU8PIdayo/edit?usp=sharing to contribute

Book Stall Collection
Please help us with donations to the Book Stall:

Books

DVDs

CDs

Electronic Games

Educational Games

Tombola Collection
Tombola is one of the most popular stalls at Fun Night.
Please help us stock this stall. If you have any unwanted gifts or
unnecessary purchases at home such as:

Stationery

Children’s jewellery

Toys

Toiletries
NB: Child-friendly goods only, no glass or pottery.

WPPS Holiday Rugby Clinic
Luke Willoughby-Williams played in the inter-provincial tournament. The team played very well and achieved a gold medal having had the most wins of the teams that participated. Luke won six
matches and lost one. The boys did themselves, their team and
their schools proud with a wonderful team spirit all-round.

Please complete the link below if your son would be interested
https://forms.gle/tLriscQV9JnjbBAV9
Dates: Wednesday, 1 April, Thursday, 2 April, and Friday, 3 April
Times: 08:30 - 10:00 U7 to U9 (barefoot)
10:30 - 12:00 U10 to U13 (boots/takkies)
Cost: R400
Venue: Douglas Murray Field
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Grade 1R
STEAM
Experiment
This week the boys loved making their own marble run during their
STEAM session. They worked in pairs and had to discuss how they
were going to construct it, work out a pattern thatwould work and
then decorate their box. They had such fun rolling their ball
through the numbered sequence.

Conner Rogers

Conner Rogers competed in the CSMX Regional Enduro in the
McGregor mountains last Saturday He excelled by completing
four laps in the space of two hours of continuous racing, with his
fastest lap being 23 minutes. This takes a lot of endurance and he
took first place for the first time. Conner has worked hard and
trained every weekend to get to this point. He has been riding
since the age of four, and is now one of the top riders in his class
at the age of 10.

Thought for the Week
“Promise me you’ll remember you are braver than you believe,
stronger than you seem, smarter than you think.”
“Winnie The Pooh” by A.A. Milne (1882-1956)
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Grade N Library Morning

Henry writing a story about Squeak
and being supervised closely!

de Villiers boys having fun during House Meeting
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