WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
Choose to make today a great day. Find ways to play. When
interacting with others, stay focused in order to be present. Find
someone who needs a helping hand, a word of support, or a good ear
and make their day.
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Newsletter

From the Deputy Headmaster’s Desk

World Read Aloud Day (WRAD)

Three years may not seem like a long time in the life of our school
but, as I have been away for that length of time, I thought I might
offer a unique perspective on the changes at Wetpups since 2016.

Thursday, 5 February

I had the pleasure of welcoming Simon Weaver to the school at
the beginning of 2016. During that year, I made the decision to
take a break from the formal school and teaching environment to
follow a few other passions. I started with a trip to Rio on a yacht
in the Cape to Rio race; our small crew enjoyed the experience so
much that we vowed to be back for the 2020 version. (I should still
be at sea as I write this!) For whatever reasons, this did not come
about and I found myself back at WPPS as locum for the new
deputy arriving in July.
I thought I might refer to some of the terms of the mission
statement, which was instituted during 2016, to underline the
noticeable, positive growth of the school during the last three
years.
The fostering of our values, specifically respect and compassion is
evident in the day-to-day happenings at Wetpups. It is difficult to
measure these “feel-good” virtues in a school, but the boys and
staff have certainly moved forward a great deal in this area. While
we were always caring, polite and thoughtful people in this small
school, my interactions with boys have shown this to be borne out
in their daily routine - work and play. Boys are generally encouraging and helpful. They understand when they have not been. There
is more cognition among the boys around behaviour and a real
intrinsic motivation in each boy to be better in terms of these
values. It is clear that the reminders and methods used by the
teachers to develop our boys is working.
The nurturing of community values, participation and teamwork is
also most evident. Everybody does, and should, feel welcome at
Wetpups. The structures, policies and procedures put in place are
bearing fruit in terms of everyone having a place here. I have seen
an evolution in our Future Teachers’ Academy that sees students
taking active roles in classes for all grades. Boys working in smaller
groups with adult input, not to mention the incorporation of information technology, means that boys can work at their own pace
and, in many cases, direct their own learning in ways which were
impossible in the past.
Servant and transformational leadership is now tangible, especially among the older boys, as they are allowed to grapple with ways
in which to make a real contribution to the workings of the school
and seek ways for all boys to have a voice in the way in which they
learn and enjoy their time at WPPS. One of the exciting newly
instituted Grade 7 Portfolio groups will be looking at setting up a
council where representatives from the Grades will be involved at
appropriate levels in the decision-making process. Others will look
at the environment, outreach, technology and marketing of the
school, to name a few.

Words of Inspiration:
With World Read Aloud Day next week, some Grade 6 boys
reflected on what it means to be read to.
A few responses were:

I feel loved; It is my best time!

I am transported to another world

I become part of the story

Quality time with my parents and siblings

A cosy and heart-warming time in class
Our boys’ motivation for our community to read aloud:

Share your need to read! Just read it!

Need to read!

Read aloud; read proud

Build attention, increase cognition. Reading is learning, but is
also the way you get to express your passion.

Reading is more than a noun, it is a verb; it is more than a
feeling, it is sharing, discovering, encouraging; it is consecutive and worth spending your time on.

WRAD is a reading aloud adventure

Reading aloud is like the river of life.

Once you start reading, you will be forever free!!

Don't leave home without reading aloud; reading aloud that's all I want!

Share a book and brighten someone’s day!

A book is a present that you can open, and open, and open
again.

As we strive for perfection, you can be sure that, for the vast majority, Wetpups is a happy place to be!
OLIVER STEYNOR
celebrating life and learning
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CRICKET
The season officially got under way last Saturday with a round of
fixtures against SACS for our A teams and the U13B team. With
only a week to prepare teams and very limited middle practice, we
were always going to be a bit rusty. All teams lost to SACS, but
special mention must be made of Alexander Tadross who scored
53 not out for the U12A team. He shared in an 83 run partnership
with Zuhayr Sirkot to take his team to within 30 runs of SACS. Well
done, Alex and Zuhayr
Fixtures resumed this week against Bergvliet and Siyabulela for
most teams. Congratulations to the U10A and C teams that
managed their first wins against Bergvliet and Siyabulala
respectively. The U12A team had an impressive 132 run win
against Bergvliet, with Robert Boyes scoring 73 runs and Jack Fleck
taking three wickets for only four runs. Well done to these teams!

Eden Road Notes
NO CAP, NO PLAY! Please remember to apply sunscreen regardless of the weather.
A reminder to Grades N and R parents about the Family Bring and
Braai next week on Thursday, 6 February 2020 at 18:00 on the
Mount Royal Field.

Thought for the Week
“A bird sitting in a tree is not afraid of the branch breaking, because her trust is not in the branch, but in her own wings.”
Anonymous

Iusta Tenete

Please note that an additional practice time has been added to the
timetable. This will be a voluntary skills practice on their practice
day, and is open to anyone who is interested in doing a bit of extra
work. There will also be the option of extra practices on Friday
afternoons after school. Boys are please to communicate and
confirm their attendance with Mr Adair, Mr Hughes or Mr Bowerman before 10:00 on Friday morning, so that the coaches can
prepare. There will also be an open fielding practice on Friday
afternoons from 16:00 - 17:00. These will be confirmed with all
the boys during the week leading up to the match days on
Saturdays.
WATER POLO
The 1st Water Polo squad had an excellent weekend at the
Reddam Action Tournament, and ended second in their pool
through some outstanding defence, highlighted by three clean
sheets. The attack was inconsistent, but there were some
moments of brilliance, as the boys displayed some clinical passing
and shooting skills. They made the quarter finals and narrowly lost
to Bishops, but showed tremendous grit and courage to fight back
from losing two key players to illness and finding themselves 4-0
down in just two minutes. They can be very proud of their efforts
in their first outing and have shown their potential for the year.
The rest of the age groups continue to practice in their regular
slots in preparation for a huge derby against SACS next Friday. We
look forward to a determined performance from our boys.
TENNIS
The tennis boys have been hard at work polishing their skills in
preparation for our scheduled matches next week on Thursday
and Friday.
Despite the hot weather, the excess festive sluggishness and lazy
summer days that we have all enjoyed for the last few weeks, the
boys look determined to increase and improve on their fitness and
stamina in order to face their opponents. We encourage all boys
to give of their best in an attempt to move up the ladder, and
even onto the ladder, if they have been playing socially.
Challenging another player can be arranged via Mrs Davies by
email. Please always check the app for details about challenges, as
well as fixtures and team sheets.
We wish the U11A vs SACS, U11B vs WBJS (06/02) and the U13A
vs RBJS, U13B and C vs Sweet Valley (07/02) the best of luck for
their matches!

This was awarded to Matthew Cloete (Grade 5) as a most deserving recipient for enriching the lives of others and showing care for
our environment. Without prompting, he consistently shows integrity, kindness, compassion and respect in his daily interactions
and engagement.
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Academic Ties

A happy first week in Grade 2Y!

Academic Ties were awarded to Jonathan Clogg, Alexander McIvor
and Luke Rowe for achieving 85% over two consecutive semesters.

Visiting Old Boy - Bruce Seymour

Grades 3,4 and 5 Dance Club!

Old Boy, Bruce Seymour, and his wife Karen visited Wetpups yesterday. Bruce gave an inspiring talk to the Grade 7 boys about
being a pilot. He encouraged the boys above all to follow their
passion!
Bruce attended Wetpups from 1973 to 1980, attended Bishops for
senior school, then went on to UCT to do medicine. While at UCT
his passion for flying took hold.
Bruce has followed a very successful career in flying and is currently flying for Cathay Pacific Airways Ltd, Captain, Boeing 777
and is Senior Training Captain, Member of Fleet Standards Team,
Boeing 777.
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Grade 1 Old Boy Dad Talks
Grade 1 Old Boy dads came to chat to the boys about their days at
Wetpups. The boys loved hearing their stories.

Our 1st Cricket Team will be going to the Prep Schools’
Cricket Festival from 13 - 16 February at Cordwalles.
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