WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
Choose to make today a great day. Find ways to play. When
interacting with others, stay focused in order to be present. Find
someone who needs a helping hand, a word of support, or a good ear
and make their day.
24 January 2020

Newsletter

From the Headmaster’s Desk
The school has, on the whole, got off to a very positive start. We
have had a few initial glitches with coordinating different
communication platforms - one of which was the school calendar,
which was not in line with the Sport and Cultural Timetable. We
have resolved this problem and hopefully it will be something of
the past and we move forward positively.
While on holiday, I was contemplating the new year and thinking
about Wetpups and what we are trying to achieve at the school.
One of our main objectives is around transformation. When
thinking about this very important aspect, my mind wandered to
the process of metamorphosis. This is the process where a
caterpillar spins a cocoon and becomes a pupa before bursting out
of the cocoon to become a beautiful butterfly. What really struck
me was that this is exactly what we are doing with the boys at
Wetpups. We provide them with the skills, values and attitudes
with which to grow strong within the cocoon of their early
schooling years and then, with just the right amount of nurturing
and care being provided by the cocoon, they burst out at Grade 7
level as beautiful multi-coloured butterflies and moths of all
kinds.
This superb story demonstrates how we need to deal with our
boys at Wetpups.
'Once a little boy was playing outdoors and found a fascinating
caterpillar. He carefully picked it up and took it home to show his
mother. He asked his mother if he could keep it, and she said he
could if he would take good care of it.
The little boy got a large jar from his mother and put plants to eat,
and a stick to climb on, in the jar. Every day he watched the
caterpillar and brought it new plants to eat.
One day the caterpillar climbed up the stick and started acting
strangely. The boy worriedly called his mother who came and
understood that the caterpillar was creating a cocoon. The mother
explained to the boy how the caterpillar was going to go through a
metamorphosis to become a butterfly.

enlarge and expand to support the swollen body. He knew that in
time the body would shrink and the butterfly’s wings would
expand.
But neither happened!
The butterfly spent the rest of its life crawling around with a
swollen body and shrivelled wings.
It never was able to fly…
As the boy tried to figure out what had gone wrong, his mother
took him to talk to a scientist from a local college. He learned that
the butterfly was SUPPOSED to struggle. In fact, the butterfly’s
struggle to push its way through the tiny opening of the cocoon
pushes the fluid out of its body and into its wings. Without the
struggle, the butterfly would never ever fly. The boy’s good
intentions hurt the butterfly.’
This is a very powerful story. We, as parents and teachers, try to
save our boys from the struggle, thereby stripping them of the
opportunity to grow strong and to thrive. In fact, if we look deeper
at this we may well find that we want to save our own
discomfort of seeing the struggle. We do not want to feel the pain
or the struggle that we witness in our boys and yet it is this very
struggle which is so important.
This beautiful story clearly indicates that for the transformation in
our boys’ lives to take place and for them really to fly, there needs
to be a delicate balance in our education of the boys between
careful and gentle nurturing, but at the same time allowing them
to struggle themselves so that they can develop their wings to fly.
Let us leave them to struggle within a warm and caring
environment. Our biggest task in this process is to ensure that
their environment is safe and secure and that they are provided
with all that they require to be the best they can be. The rest is up
to them to struggle and fight, displaying determination and grit.
Ultimately, then, they will emerge as wonderful strong and
colourful butterflies.
SIMON WEAVER

The little boy was thrilled to hear about the changes his caterpillar
would go through. He watched every day, waiting for the butterfly
to emerge. One day it happened, a small hole appeared in the
cocoon and the butterfly started to struggle to come out.
At first the boy was excited, but soon he became concerned. The
butterfly was struggling so hard to get out! It looked like it couldn’t
break free! It looked desperate! It looked like it was making no
progress!
The boy was so concerned he decided to help. He ran to get
scissors, and then walked back (because he had learned not to run
with scissors…). He snipped the cocoon to make the hole bigger
and the butterfly quickly emerged!
As the butterfly came out the boy was surprised. It had a swollen
body and small, shrivelled wings. He continued to watch the
butterfly expecting that, at any moment, the wings would dry out,
celebrating life and learning
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WATER POLO
Water polo season is underway and the large number of players
have thoroughly enjoyed their trials and opening practices. The
1st team trial squad is looking forward to the always exciting Reddam action tournament this weekend, where they are sure to
have a great deal of fun, while learning invaluable lessons at the
same time.
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We then have another two weeks of tough practices to ready ourselves for our first fixture away against SACS, which as always
promises to provide some thrilling encounters. We look forward
to an amazing season and thank the players and their parents in
advance for their commitment, enthusiasm and fair play around
the pool area.
ATHLETICS
One thing is for certain at the beginning of every year, it is a new
chapter for many boys, as they embrace the adrenalin of the start
of the athletics season. This year is no different. All the boys have
had the opportunity to compete during the Athletics Standards.
The boys did so with diligence and determination with the hope of
representing their respective houses in the Inter-house Athletics
Championships. By the look of things, the boys are excited for
what is going to be an exhilarating athletics season. Thank you to
all athletes for their willingness to participate and the parents for
the tremendous support.
TENNIS
We are very excited to welcome many new players to our tennis
sessions this year and, of course, our established players. Opening
up time slots during the school day has proved to be very successful and beneficial, as tennis is now available to more boys.
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We look forward to growing our skills, passion and dedication to
this sport, and hope to improve our personal best by being diligent in attending practices and working hard at matches.

Sports Captains 2020
The following boys have been chosen as our Sporting Captains for
this year.

Thank you in advance to all players, parents and coaches who add
value on and off the courts. We are excited to play our first matches in February. Remember to keep a check on the app for fixtures
and team sheets.
Tennis will be headed up by Mrs Jade Davies this year, for any
queries, please email her davies@wpps.org.za

They are as follows:
Swimming
Adam Vally Mohamed
Water Polo
Jack Robinson
Cricket
Jack Leclercq
Athletics
Jake Fenn
Tennis
Yazeed Salaam
Hockey
Samuel Hosking
Rugby
Max Marr
Squash
Hamza Zalgaonkir
Cross Country Thomas Macdonald

Grade 1R Numicon Lesson
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Music Leaders 2020

St John’s on the Hill Exchange
The following boys will be going on exchange to St John’s on the
Hill in Wales from Monday 9 to 24 March 2020. They are:
Alexander Tadross, Connor Clark, Chris McLagan, Christian Pfende,
Simon Le Feuvre, James Koen (absent), Stuart Hudson, Samuel
Clarke, Maximus Sandri, Matthew de Jager and Noah Viuff. Mr
Sean Adair and Mrs Stef du Bruyn will accompany the boys.

AFRICAN MARIMBA BAND
Yazeed Salaam (Leader)
PERCUSSION
William Reid (Leader)
SENIOR CHOIR
Alexander McIvor (Head Chorister)
Nicholas Weir (Vice-Leader)
SENIOR STRING ORCHESTRA
Heath Williams (Leader)
SENIOR WIND BAND
Jack Buckham (Leader)

2020 FUNDRAISING EVENTS
Save the Dates
Fun Night

13 March

Second-Hand Rose

29 May

Golf Day

9 October

Christmas Market

30 October

Thought for the Week
“Considering the fact that we're all laced with flaws, idiosyncrasies, and vulnerabilities, wouldn't it be wise and kind to adopt an
attitude of gentleness in relating to each other?”
American author Sue Patton Thoele
celebrating life and learning
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