WESTERN PROVINCE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
Choose to make today a great day. Find ways to play. When
interacting with others, stay focused in order to be present. Find
someone who needs a helping hand, a word of support, or a good ear
and make their day.
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Newsletter

From the Headmaster’s Desk
We would like to welcome all those boys, staff and parents who
are new to the WPPS family. We hope that you will have a long
and enjoyable association with our school. We trust that you all
had a wonderful and refreshing holiday, and now face 2020 with
renewed energy and enthusiasm.
We believe that it is very important to start the year in a positive
way and try to breathe hope and joy into our lives and the
education of our boys. The world is in a precarious position now
and our own country faces many challenges. As we educate our
boys to take their place in being a positive influence in the world
for the future, it is incumbent on us as their teachers and parents
to give them the best start they can have. Let us bring joy, fun and
positivity into this important nurturing and growing process.
With this in mind, we have decided to go back to a theme that we
had in 2017. We will be using the amazing Fish Philosophy as our
theme for the year. What is the Fish Philosophy?
This philosophy comes from a story involving Seattle's famous Pike
Place Fish Market. The story goes that Mary Jane, an employee at
a company called First Guarantee Financial, gets a promotion to
head up and manage the notorious third floor of the organisation.
The third floor of this financial institution was well known for
being devoid of energy or any enthusiasm with many of the
employees moaning and criticising everything. They were
eventually given the name of being the 'Toxic Energy Dump’. Mary
Jane was asked to sort out the problem and to turn the
department around to become far more positive. This proved to
be a near impossible task.

Play - we need to enjoy our work and our schooling. We need to
learn to play again; happy people treat others well and fun leads
to creativity. Work becomes a reward in itself and not merely a
way to a reward. When we are having fun, time passes quickly and
even the most mundane tasks are pleasurable. Having good fun is
healthy and it is energising.
Make their Day - we need to ensure that we make those around
us feel special. Create some magic and in so doing, generate
wonderful memories. We should strive to develop an atmosphere
of inclusion; welcome others to join in the fun; smile and make
others smile; direct attention outside of ourselves.
Be Present – Interact with people as though they are the only
ones on the planet. Be only in the present; do not worry about the
past or the future when engaging with others. Try not to treat
people as numbers. Listen intently and engage wholeheartedly
with them at all times. Stay in the moment and stay off the phone!
When Mary Jane took these ideas back to her department, she
was able to turn everything around and create a vibrant and
energetic third floor.
In the same way, we would like to ensure that we have an
energising, exciting, hopeful, positive and fun-filled year at
Wetpups. Let us grow and develop our boys in a positive and
empowering environment, so that they are able to fulfil their
potential and make a meaningful difference in the world. This
wonderful theme will be concentrated on in its entirety for the
whole year. Let us all work together to make this year one to
remember at Wetpups.
SIMON WEAVER

She was almost about to throw in the towel, when one day she
went out at lunch time and happened to go to the fish market. It
was here that she found the answers to her management
problems. As she entered the fish market she was drawn to a
crowd that had formed around Pike Place Fish, where she
witnessed an extraordinary sight. There was a great deal of
energy, laughter and interaction between customers and
employees as the workers threw fish around and played with their
customers in such a way that it created a real buzz and, at the
same time, a great deal of fish was sold. She immediately knew
that she had stumbled on the answer to her predicament with the
third floor.
The next day she went back to the Pike Place Fish Company and
asked their manager how they were creating such a buzz and
energy in carrying out the mundane task of selling fish. The
manager explained that they operated using four simple principles
to generate the energy that they were experiencing; these were:
Choose your Attitude - this is the most important. Each of us has
been given the freedom to choose how we are going to respond
to things that happen to us. We choose how we are going to
approach the day, and there is always a choice about the way you
do your work, even if there is not a choice about the work itself.
Athletics Standards - Long Jump
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Fact for this week: "Nearly half (47,6%) of the children in South Africa never
have a book read to them by their parents or guardian."
New Staff 2020
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We welcome the following new staff:
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Oliver Steynor - Acting Deputy Head

Traffic Reminder

Thabang Bengani - School Chaplain

For the safety of our boys, please remember:
 Eyton Road is to be treated as a one-way going down the
road from Newlands Road to Linda Road, and Riviera Road as
a one-way going up from Linda Road to Newlands Road during pick-up and drop-off times.
 Please do not speed. We often encounter drivers going far
too fast down the road. Boys get out of cars on the other side
of the road and then need to cross Eyton Road.
 You will have noticed that at long last we have a pedestrian
and traffic calming hump in Eyton Road. This new addition
will hopefully slow vehicles down. It also clearly demarcates
an area for boys to cross the road.
 Please do not stop outside the gate where the cones have
been placed. The road narrows at this point, and if you stop
here it blocks the road for traffic going past the school.
 Use other gates for entry into the school – Gate 8 has capacity to accommodate more boys entering in the morning.
Furthermore, please be considerate and aware of our neighbours
in the area by not parking in their driveways and obstructing them
from getting in or out of their homes. Remember to make
someone’s day!

Second-Hand Shop
James Cochrane - Grades 6 & 7 Science
Lauren van der Valk - Grades 6 & 7 History
Jackie Wilter - Newlands Road Librarian
Student Teachers:
Foundation Phase
Kristin-Anne McHelem
Sydney Pereira
Intermediate Phase
Jade Sassman
Nakita Alyce Brooks
Alexandra Marais
Senior Phase
Tayla Stephen

We would like to sincerely thank Myfanwy Abernethy for volunteering her time to assist with the Second-Hand Shop.
If you would like to assist in the shop, please email
myfanwy.lehr@gmail.com.

Thought for the Week
“One of the deep secrets of life is that all that is really worth the
doing is what we do for others.”
Charles Dodgson, aka Lewis Carroll (1832-1898)
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First Day of 2020

Soup Dragons

Music

Thank you to everyone who supported the Soup Dragons kitchen
last year. Please continue to collect bread bags and plastic containers. We used the last of our stock this week. Please send to
Miss Becker in 4B, Mrs Jacob’s office or the Eden Rd Library.

A letter about music lessons has been sent via the app. Please
read through it if your son takes music lessons. If your son would
like to start a musical instrument and if was not signed up last
year, please email Mr Pringle pringle@wpps.org.za by Monday, 20
January to request lessons.
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Grades 3 - 7 Athletics Standards
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