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‘Creativity takes Courage’   
-  Henri Matisse 

 

In a world which is so focused on self and self-realisation, the arts 
introduce a refreshing perspective to our boys’ understanding of 
themselves in relation to the world in which they find themselves. 
The arts comment on, and very often highlight, not only where 
humanity has failed, but also where it has triumphed. It comments 
on our society and influences the way we see the world. 
 

The creative arts hone the soft skills and teach respect and  
humility, eg. the actor submits to the story of his character, learns 
that it is not about playing himself, rather that it is all about  
himself letting go in order to reveal the truth of someone other 
than himself. 
 

The dancer submits his body to the discipline that is required to 
execute movement, whereas the musician humbles himself, while 
submitting to the challenges presented by his own limitations, the 
instrument and the composition; the artist, whether he uses oils, 
charcoal, pastels or digital technology, connects with someone or 
something other than himself.  
 

At Wetpups, we aim to provide an environment in which boys feel 
comfortable enough to make themselves vulnerable, a place 
wherein they are willing to take risks, without fear of ridicule of 
failure. We focus on process, rather than the perfect product. Our 
boys are in their formative years, and this is the time during which 
risk-taking should be encouraged. Fear inhibits and limits  
creativity, and it is our goal to stamp out fear in service of  
creativity.  
 

Our philosophy at Wetpups is in line with the view held by Bayles 
and Orland in their book, Art and Fear: “... the seed of your next 
art work lies embedded in the imperfections of your current 
piece.” Therefore, let us embrace where our boys are, rather than 
frown because they are not yet where we believe they should be. 
 

I conclude with the following thought-provoking quote by car-
toonist, Scott Adams:  “Creativity is allowing yourself to make 
mistakes. Art is knowing which ones to keep.”  
 

JACKIE WILTER 

Christmas Collection for Kitchen 
and Ground Staff 

 
WPPS is organising a Christmas collection for our kitchen and 
ground staff, who spend much time ensuring the happiness of the 
boys and staff in terms of cleaning and preparing grounds and 
food. We will purchase food vouchers with the funds raised.  
 

Donations may be electronically transferred to the schools’ bank 
account,  FNB, Branch 204209, Account No. 50152664890, Ref: 
Christmas Hamper. 

Eden Road Notes 
 

JUNIOR PREP PLAY DRESS REHEARSAL  
This will take place on Monday, 18 November, from 11:00 - 12:00 
in the Stansbury Hall on the Newlands Road Campus. We invite all  
grandparents, au pairs and housekeepers to attend. There is no 
charge and tickets are not required. Tea and coffee will be served.  
 

TICKETS FOR JUNIOR PREP PLAY  
Please note that tickets for the Junior Prep Play on Wednesday, 20 
November and Thursday, 21 November will only be available as 
from Monday. These may be collected from DJ at the Eden Road 
Office. There is no charge, but there is a limit to four tickets per 
family over the two evenings. Boys must be there both evenings 
 

JUDO PHOTOS 
A reminder that this will take place at 08:30 on Tuesday, 5 Novem-
ber. Please bring your son’s judo suit. 

Grades 1 and 2 Music Concert 
 

This concert takes place on Tuesday, 5 November, at 13:20 in the 
FC Recital Room. Parents are encouraged to attend. The  
programme is available on the school app. As boys only perform if 
they have a piece ready, not all the boys will taking part.  
 

There will be a rehearsal on Monday, 4 November. Boys must 
bring their music and instruments on both days.  

Why the chickens are so special to us... 
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Weekly Sports Wrap 
 

CRICKET 
This past week saw a disappointing set of results against Wynberg 
with only the1st XI and U10B teams managing to secure wins. Well 
done to Nicholas Hatty who scored his maiden fifty for the 1st XI 
on Saturday in a good run chase. He ended on a very well played 
62. At this stage of the term, all the cricketers can be proud of 
their effort this term, and we hope to see a strong finish to the 
year.  
 

A very thank you to Mr Porter and his ground staff, especially Mr 
Mkrweqane, who have provided us with excellent pitches to play 
on this term. Thank you, too, to Mrs Bosman and her staff for the 
delicious teas and catering as well.  
 
WATER POLO 
All fixtures were cancelled owing to the heavy rain. 
 

TENNIS 
Unfortunately, all senior matches were cancelled this week owing 
to the heavy rain on Friday. The junior teams managed to finish 
the games last Thursday in between the rain showers. Matches 
were played against Rondebosch. Well done to the  
Willoughby-Williams brothers, who won their U11A doubles 
match. Nicholas Axten and Luke Ratcliffe were commended on the 
positive manner in which they played their matches. 
 

A reminder to parents that they are not allowed onto the courts 
during matches or practices.  

The Unnecessary Extinction of  the 
Rhino 

 

The Bales twins (Grade 6) had a rare opportunity to witness the 
dehorning of rhinoceroses to prevents its unnecessary extinction.  
 

Last week the boys showed us a presentation of how rhinos at the 
Waterberg Game Farm are being treated in an attempt to save 
them.  
 

They told us about the composition of these sought-after horns: 
"There is nothing magical about the composition of rhino horn. It 
is almost entirely comprised of keratin, which is the same  
substance we produce in our nails and hair, and that comprises 
the bulk of animal hooves. Despite this, a kilogram of rhino horn is 
estimated to be traded at around $50,000 per kilo (which is  
approximately R758 000) on the black market. The average weight 
of a rhino horn is 3 kilograms and some white rhino horns weigh 
up to 4 kilograms. This works out to almost R2.5 – R3 million for 
one rhino horn. This value is driving the current rate of poaching 
and it is estimated that a rhinoceros a day is killed in South Africa, 
despite the fact that all species of rhinoceros are protected in 
their habitat and international trade on rhino products is also 
illegal." 
 

The boys took us through the process step by step which was very 
informative. They ended off by sharing that, "Being up close with 
these beautiful creatures was a life-changing, incredible  
experience and we loved every adrenalin-filled minute.” 
 

Thank you so much, John and Adam, for sharing this amazing ex-
perience with us. Click here to view their presentation: 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/
d/1XYClceQ9sesnkriddQJQCixTj3FmfyIXYQbt-b8fqSA/edit?

PJ Powers Visit  

The WPPS community enjoyed a surprise visit from one of South 
Africa's icons, PJ Powers. PJ is James and Nicholas Ciolli’s great 
aunt.  
 

With the excitement of the Rugby World Cup final looming, South 
Africans will always fondly remember the thrill and emotions eve-
ry time they hear the song - World in Union - which is as iconic to 
us as the victory in that final. PJ performed A World in Union with 
passion and vigour - leaving us all with a greater sense of pride for 
our Nation.  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XYClceQ9sesnkriddQJQCixTj3FmfyIXYQbt-b8fqSA/edit?ts=5db734b6#slide=id.g61f1f78fd5_3_188
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XYClceQ9sesnkriddQJQCixTj3FmfyIXYQbt-b8fqSA/edit?ts=5db734b6#slide=id.g61f1f78fd5_3_188
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Thought for the Week 
 

"As you go through life, you discover so many forms of love - pas-
sionate, compassionate, familial, friendship. Love is hard to de-
scribe but it’s wonderful.” 
 

English actress Dame Julie Andrews 

Grade 2s enjoying some quiet time reading in the Library 
at break time 

Grade 6 Public Speaking Finals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Monday, Luke Rowe was selected as the deserving winner of 
the 2019 Grade 6 Public Speaking Fnals. Nine Grade 6 finalists 
impressed adjudicators, Warren Boardman-Smith and Leeza The-
ron, with their heartfelt, well-presented speeches, based on lines 
from songs of their choosing. The adjudicators had a very difficult 
task selecting the winner, seeing that the standard was exception-
ally high across the board this year.  

Staff  News 
 

We are very sad to announce that Ryan Adams, our Art Teacher, 
will be leaving WPPS at the end of this year. He has accepted a 
teaching post in Vienna in Austria. 



Grade N 2020 Welcome Party 
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Grade 4 - Building Relationships 
As part of our inreach, the boys paired up with members of the 
support staff. They spent a bit of time shadowing them and helping 
them around the school. The boys learnt about the behind-the-
scenes running of the school, which gave them a greater  
appreciation of the work that the support staff do for the school. 
As an acknowledgement and thank you, they hosted a breakfast 
for the support staff on Wednesday morning.  
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Grades 4 and 5 Digital Art 

Alexander Tadross Michael Merryweather 

Martin Whitty 

Michael Rich 

Rupert Robinson 

Max Marshall-Smith 


