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From the Headmaster’s Desk 
 

Time is fleeting as we face the final stretch of 2019. The year has 
gone by in a flash, and I cannot believe that we already begun the 
hectic fourth term - in which so much happens at Wetpups. I  
certainly hope that we were all able to take a deep breath during 
the short holiday, so that we can embrace the term with vigour 
and passion. 
 

At the end of the third term, I was away at the Heads Conference 
at Champagne Castle in the Drakensberg. This was a wonderful 
time to be inspired about education once again, with talks from 
people like Tim Barry, Johnny van der Ruit, Mbuso Khoza,  
Raymond Perrier, Imtiaz Sooliman, David Woods and Karen  
Tocknell. It was also a great opportunity to interact and learn from 
the other 350 Heads attending. Owing to the conference I was not 
at school for the last week and missed the House Plays. I am told 
they were a resounding success with the boys and the staff doing 
exceptionally well.  
 

We begin the term with some very sad news in that Wayne  
Naidoo and Sharlene Whitty have resigned from Wetpups.  
 

Wayne leaves us to take up a post as Headmaster of Trinity House 
in Glen Vista. This is a wonderful opportunity for him as he  
furthers his career. He is an outstanding educationalist who has 
done exceptionally well in the three years that he has been at 
Wetpups. I always knew that he was destined for greater things 
and, although we as a school are sad that he will be moving on, we 
congratulate him on this promotion and are proud that one of our 
own is going on to do great things elsewhere.  
 

Sharlene Whitty will be moving permanently to Kommetjie where 
she and her family have a home. Her sons, Martin and Oliver, will 
be moving to Generations School at the beginning of next year, 
and Sharlene will be taking some time out to do things she wants. 
There is no doubt that she will be back in education in the not too 
distant future. She, too, is an outstanding educationalist with a 
bright future ahead of her. We wish her and her family all the best 
in Kommetjie. 
 

The end of the year will mark the end of an era as we say goodbye 
to Jackie Wilter, who retires after serving the school for 21 years 
in two different stints. She is a very dedicated and hardworking 
member of staff, who has always gone way beyond the call of duty 
and has given of herself to the boys in her care and to the school 
in her role as Head of the Creative Arts. Wetpups is certainly going 
to miss her a great deal.  
 

The loss of these three key people at the school will be a big blow 
to the school. However, it is also an opportunity to find other 
great teachers and educational leaders to take us forward. We are 
confident that we will find educators who will assist us on our 
path of providing our boys with the best foundation for life in the 
21st century. Although, we are very sad to be saying farewell to 
these fine people, we are excited about the future. We thank 
them for their enormous contribution to the school and hope  

that we can build on the legacies that they have left us. We will be 
moving into a recruitment drive to fill these important positions 
and will ensure that we employ the best people for them. 
 

Our theme for the year has been Connection. Last term, we con-
centrated on empowering others through our connections. This 
term our theme is Connection through Compassion. For me, com-
passion is about two distinct actions. In order to show compas-
sion, we need firstly to be aware of the circumstances of those 
around us in our community. This means we have to be connected 
to them and listen intently to know what is going on in their lives. 
Once we are aware of their circumstances and their problems, the 
second aspect of compassion is to care about them by doing 
something for them. In other words, our awareness and feeling 
for the other is then driven into action, which comes in the form 
of caring. This involves doing things in a caring and constructive 
way so that lives are better off through that connection. 
 

Through this theme, we are hoping to grow an environment  
where all the boys feel welcome, happy, safe and secure at 
Wetpups so that they are all able to be the best they can be for 
the world. It is only in this kind of nurturing and caring environ-
ment that our boys are able to grow and develop optimally. 
 

SIMON WEAVER 
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Thought for the Week 
 

"There are two things a person should never be angry at: what 
they can help and what they cannot.” 
 

Greek philosopher Plato (427-347 BC) 

Reminder about the Sun 
 
 

With summer approaching, we are constantly reminded not to 
head out into the sun without adequate protection. While a bal-
ance of ultraviolet radiation exposure is important (ensuring ade-
quate uptake of Vitamin D - essential for healthy bones and mus-
cles), over-exposure can cause sunburn, skin and eye damage and 
skin cancer.  As prevention is always better than cure, please sup-
port us in teaching our boys sensible sun behaviour. 
 

Kindly ensure that sunscreen has been applied in the morning 
before your boys are dropped off at school. They must also have 
their own sunscreen in their bags for them to reapply regularly 
during the course of the day, and again before sport. Throughout 
the year, the “no cap, no play” rule applies at school. 
 

The school offices on both campuses will maintain a stock of SPF 
30 broad spectrum, water resistant sunscreen for use in the event 
a boy forgets his own. 

New Staff 
 

This term we welcome the following new staff: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zaidee Durrell joins us as the Admin Secretary in the Newlands 
Road Office. She replaces Gillian Gardner, who left at the end of 
Term 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eleanor Kloppers joins us as our Bookkeeper. She replaces Erica 
Davids, who has taken over from Jo Rambo (who left us at the end 
of last term) as Admissions Secretary. 
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We believe that it is important to provide students with opportu-
nities that will inspire them to look beyond their boundaries, and 
give them courage to dream of a future beyond their daily chal-
lenges and limitations. In order to support Ikhwili, our exchange 
school in the Eastern Cape, in funding their trip to Cape Town in 
2020, we have embarked on various fundraising initiatives, and  
are grateful for the overwhelming support we have received thus 
far.  
 

To this end, we are excited to announce that we will be hosting a 
talk by David Grier, an inspirational speaker and adventurer on 
Tuesday, 15 October at 18:00 in the Stansbury Hall. In support of 
our efforts, David Grier has generously waived his fee, and all pro-
ceeds will be donated towards bringing Ikhwili Grade 7s to Cape 
Town.  
Book the talk by clicking the link:  
https://forms.gle/bnBpgDJw9oif4UQh6  

Grade 4 Arderne  
Gardens Outing 

WPPS Golf  Day Online Auction 
 

Our Golf Day online auction is now live. You can place your bid 
here: https://wpps.org.za/auctions/ 
 

We have eight sought-after prizes. You can bid on all online items 
up until Thursday, 10 October 2019. Join us next Friday at the 
Steenberg Golf Club at 19:00 for the live auction. 
 

Please help raise funds for the WPPS Scholarship Fund. Our  
scholarship fund contributions aim to put deserving  
underprivileged young boys through Wetpups. 

http://davidgrier.co.za/
https://forms.gle/bnBpgDJw9oif4UQh6
https://wpps.org.za/auctions/


Life Hacks - Learning to put up a tent 
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Grade 1R  
STEAM Experiment 

This week the boys saw their first chemical reaction when doing 
their STEAM experiment, which was the Popping Corn experiment. 
They poured bicarbonate of soda and vinegar into water that had 
popcorn kernels in it. They watched the reaction of the kernels 
rising and sinking.  

Music News 
 

ABRSM MUSIC THEORY EXAM 
This exam will take place during school on Wednesday, 9 October, 
starting at 12:30 and ending at 14:15. Boys who signed up for the 
exam need to meet in the Grade 7 classrooms with a pencil, eras-
er and ruler. Boys should revise the work in their theory books and 
check that they have learnt all the musical terms at the back. 
 

TRINITY COLLEGE LONDON MUSIC EXAMS - 1 NOVEMBER 
The timetable for these exams can be found on the WPPS App 
under Programmes. 

Eco Bricks 
 

Please note that we will no longer be collecting Eco Bricks. Thank 
you for all your support of this project.  
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Pre-Prep Heritage Day Celebrations 

We had many interesting discussions around our national flag, 
landmarks and the many cultures that constitute our rich heritage. 
We loved painting our King Proteas, and even made our very own 
peak caps.  
 

The Grade R boys constructed Ndebele huts and painted the most 
beautiful Madiba pictures. Show and Tell allowed for the sampling 
of a host of scrumptious South African delicacies. These included 
delicious melktert, kudu droewors, koeksisters, Ouma’s rusks, 
mebos, rooibos tea as well as iced tea, chutney chips and sardines 
and pap. 
 

We concluded our theme by having a celebratory boerie braai on 
the big field. Toasting our own marshmallows was so much fun. 
Our boys looked superb as some sported their national rugby and 
soccer jerseys, while others donned their magnificent traditional 
shirts. What a fun and happy experience! 


