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Why Do Independent Schools Ask
for Donations?
Adapted from Stacy Jagodowski's article, "Private School Donations." ThoughtCo, Oct. 19, 2018
Did you know that at many independent schools, tuition does not
actually cover the full cost of educating a student? This
discrepancy is often called "the gap," representing the difference
between the true cost of an independent school education per
student, and the cost of tuition per student. In fact, for many
ISASA schools with low fees, the gap is so great that it would put
them out of business rather quickly were it not for donations from
loyal members of the school community. Independent schools are
typically classified as non-profit organisations.
Where does the money go? The truth is that the overheads of
running a school are large. From operations and staff salaries, that
often account for the majority of school expenses, maintenance,
daily supplies, and even food expenses, the cash flow out is big.
There are different modes of giving that benefit independent
schools:
Fundraising Effort: Annual Fund
Many low fee independent schools have an annual fund, which is
an annual sum of money that is donated to the school by
constituents (parents, trustees, alumni, and friends). Annual Funds
are used to support operational expenses at the school. These
donations are usually gifts that individuals give to the school year
after year, and are used to supplement the "gap" that these
schools experience. Believe it or not, tuition at many of independent schools does not cover the full cost of an education. It is not
unusual for tuition to only cover 60-80% of what it costs to
educate a student, and the annual fund at theseindependent
schools helps to make up this difference.

future, and also provides immediate assistance - thanks to the
small draw that the institution will take annually. This money is
often used to help schools accomplish specific projects that
cannot be met by annual fund or general operating budget
monies.
Fundraising Effort: Gifts in Kind
You might be surprised by what counts as gifts in kind. They can
be items such as computers, sporting goods, clothing, school supplies and even lighting systems. It is always a good idea to arrange
a gift in kind with the school in advance, to ensure that the school
needs and can accommodate any gift you are considering.
Fundraising Effort: Planned Giving
Planned gifts are a way that schools work with donors to make
larger gifts than their annual income would normally allow.
A common planned gift scenario is when an alumnus chooses to
leave behind a portion of his estate to the school in a will. This
could be a gift of cash, stocks, or even property.
WPPS Fundraising
WPPS is a proud Christian school focused on excellence, built
around core traditions, with a passion to build true diversity within our community. With the strength of our history and our powerful belief in our future, we aim to harness the energy of our
centenary fundraising and embark on a campaign that invigorates
our school for the challenges of the future.
Please click here to see the WPPS initiatives to support to support
CARON PERROTT

Fundraising Effort: Capital Campaigns
A capital campaign is a specific period of time for a targeted
fundraising effort. These funds are typically earmarked for specific
projects, like constructing a new building, renovating existing
facilities, or to significantly increase a financial aid budget to allow
more families to attend the school. Most independent schools
make use of this form of fundraising.
Fundraising Effort: Endowments
An endowment fund is an investment fund that schools establish
in order to have the ability to draw upon the invested capital
regularly. The goal is to grow the money over time by investing it
and not touching the vast majority of it. Ideally, a school will draw
around 5% of the endowment annually, so it can continue to grow
over time. At WPPS we have a relatively small endowment.
A strong endowment is a sure sign that a school's longevity is
guaranteed. Loyal donors, who support the endowment, help
ensure that the school's financial future is solid. This can be
beneficial should the school have financial difficulties in the
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CRICKET
Last week’s fixtures against Sweet Valley finished off on a positive
note with the U11A and U11C teams getting impressive victories.
The weekend fixtures only involved the U13A and B teams. The
U13A team played some good cricket but, unfortunately ended up
losing the match with two overs to spare. The U13B team had a
fantastic result and won by eight wickets.
This week saw our boys against Wynberg, with more impressive
performances. The highlight of the week was the 1st XI fixture on
the Mount Royal. WPPS scored an impressive 149/2 in 20 overs,
with Andrew Raubenheimer scoring a magnificent 72 not out off
only 50 balls. Wynberg made an exciting chase out of it and ended
on 146/9 off their 20 overs. The match was ultimately won
through a brilliant fielding effort, with some excellent catches
taken in the outfield. It will certainly be a game that the boys will
remember for years to come.

Grades 5 and 6 Elevate Seminars
The boys enjoyed study skills seminars presented by Elevate. The
Grade 5 Seminar, Study Skills Kick Start, included topics such as
Dynamic Reading and Formatting Notes.
The Grade 6 session was on Ace your Exams, and included the four
elements of preparing for assessments - 7 Steps for Preparation
Excellence and 3 Steps to Test Writing Excellence. Do ask your
sons about it. We would like to encourage them to put these skills
into practice.
Some comments from the boys:

Best presenter ever!

I need to prepare well in advance.

The importance of breathing to keep calm.

How to manage my time and plan carefully.

I learnt how to take notes and memorise.

I learnt how to read dynamically and find keywords.

Well done to all the cricketers on a fantastic set of results so far.
WATER POLO
The water polo boys enjoyed another good week, with many of
the sides showing great improvement both on attack and defence.
What was awesome was the three mixed U11 sides competing
against other schools’ A sides, where great team spirit and camaraderie were shown, irrespective of the team for which they normally play. This is at the heart of prep school sport, and it was
lovely to see how much they learned from the experience. Many
teams faced opposition of higher levels, but showed great grit and
determination, that resulted in many close results, as well as a few
draws. Well done on an excellent effort, and good luck against
Bishops next week.
TENNIS
Our Junior and Senior teams all played a round of matches last
week. The results were as follows:
Team

Against

Won

Lost

U11A

Reddam

1

5

U11B

Grove

1

3

U13A

Kirstenhof

2

4

U13B

Wynberg

2

2

U13C

Bishops

0

4

U13D

Bergvliet

4

0

Championship matches will be taking place over the next few
weeks during practices to determine our Junior and Senior Tennis
Champions for 2019. We have been encouraged by the number of
boys who are coming along to play social tennis. This is a great
way to learn the rules of this life-long sport.

Music Demos
The Grades 1-5 boys attended music demos this week. All
instruments that are on offer at school were showcased. Please
talk to your son if he would like to start an instrument next year.
We will send out a letter next week with more details along
including an application form. We recommend that every boy
gives music lessons a try.

A tab has been added to the tennis team sheets regarding the
updated rules for challenges. These were explained to the boys on
Monday.

Thought for the Week
“When we are standing on our truth, we are on the strongest soil
of all.”
My friend Jennifer Crokaert
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Grade 1 R Looping when Coding

Eden Road Notes
JUNIOR PREP PLAY DRESS REHEARSAL
This will take place on Monday, 18 November, from 11:00 - 12:00
in the Stansbury Hall at Newlands Road. We invite all
grandparents, au pairs and housekeepers to attend. There is no
charge and tickets are not required. Tea and coffee will be served.

Last week the boys learnt about looping when coding. They enjoyed their unplugged activity where they designed their own
body percussion in pairs. This needed to be looped wherever they
felt it necessary. Later they used the apps Code Spark and Tynker
to practise looping.

TICKETS FOR JUNIOR PREP PLAY
Please note that tickets for the Junior Prep Play on Wednesday, 20
November and Thursday, 21 November will only be available as
from Monday, 4 November. These may be collected from DJ at the
Eden Road Office. There is no charge but there is a limited to four
tickets per family over the two evenings. Boys must be there both
evenings.

Christmas Collection for Kitchen
and Ground Staff
WPPS is organising a Christmas collection for our kitchen and
ground staff, who spend much time ensuring the happiness of the
boys and staff in terms of cleaning and preparing grounds and
food. We will purchase food vouchers with the funds raised.
Donations may be electronically transferred to the schools’ bank
account, FNB, Branch 204209, Account No. 50152664890, Ref:
Christmas Hamper.
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Staff cake sale to raise funds for Ikhwili Tour
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Grades 4 and 5 Digital Art

Andrew Mommsen

Dante Moore

Harrison Ford

Edward Potgieter

Marshall Oosthuysen

Oscar Weldon

celebrating life and learning

