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Connecting the Dots… 
 

When I reflect on this year, it is evident that adaptability and  
agility (intellectually, mentally and emotionally, more so than 
physically) are key skills for one to function let alone thrive. These 
have become catchy buzz words to get-to the point of what 
schools and people need to do – change! The question is to what 
end. Change must help us adapt effectively – to get us to a defined 
destination. Change is hard because people overestimate the  
value of what they have and underestimate the value of what they 
may gain by giving that up. Much has changed at WPPS and there 
is still much to change. As we reflect on this, I wish you to read the 
words of Cleo Wade. These had a huge impact on me recently 
when Ali McAdam read it at the start of the Class Reps meeting. It, 
in a profound way, connects the dots to a million little things that 
have happened at WPPS this year.  
 

Cleo Wade wrote (an adapted version): 
 “The world will say to you, "Be a better person." Do not be afraid 
to say, "Yes." Start by being a better listener. Start by being better 
at walking down the street. See people. Say, "Hello." Ask how they 
are doing and listen to what they say. Start by being a better 
friend, a better parent, a better child to your parents; a better 
sibling, a better lover, a better partner. Start by being a better 
neighbour. Meet someone you do not know, and get to know 
them.  
 

The world will say to you, "What are you going to do?" Do not be 
afraid to say, "I know I can't do everything, but I can do  
something." Walk into more rooms saying, "I'm here to 
help." Become intimate with generosity. Give what you can give, 
and do what you can do. Give your time, give your love, give your 
heart, give your spirit.  
 

The world will say to you, "We need peace." Find your peace  
within, hold it sacred, bring it with you everywhere you go. Peace 
cannot be shared or created with others if we cannot first  
generate it within.  
 

The world will say to you, "They are the enemy." Love enough to 
know that just because someone disagrees with you, it does not 
make them your enemy. You may not win an argument, you may 
not change a mind, but if you choose to, you can always achieve 
the triumph of radical empathy - an understanding of the heart.  
 

The world will say to you, "We need justice." Investigate. Find 
truth beyond the stories you are told. Find truth beyond the way 
things seem. Ask, "Why?" Ask, "Is this fair?" Ask, "How did we get 
here?" Do this with compassion. Do this with forgiveness. Learn to 
forgive others. Start by truly learning how to forgive yourself. We 
are all more than our mistakes. We are all more than who we 
were yesterday. We are all deserving of our dignity. See yourself in 
others. Recognise that your justice is my justice, and mine is 
yours. There can be no liberation for one of us if the other is not 
free.  
 

The world will say to you, "I am violent." Respond by saying, "I am  

Thought for the Week 
 

“There is no rewind button for life.” 
 

Korean American artist Nam June Paik (1932-2006) 

not. Not with my words and not with my actions." The world will 
say to you, "We need to heal the planet." Start by saying, "No, 
thank you. I don't need a plastic bag." Recycle, reuse, reduce,  
refuse... Start by picking up one piece of rubbish.  
 

The world will say to you, "There are too many problems." Do not 
be afraid to be a part of the solutions. Start by discussing the  
issues. We cannot overcome what we ignore. The more we talk 
about things, the more we see that the issues are connected  
because we are connected.  
 

The world will say to you, "We need to end racism." Start by  
healing it in your own family. The world will say to you, "How do 
we speak to bias and bigotry?" Start by having the first  
conversation at your own kitchen table.  
 

The world will say to you, "There is so much hate." Devote  
yourself to love. Love yourself so much that you can love  
others without barriers and without judgment. When the world 
asks us big questions that require big answers, we have two  
options. One: to feel so overwhelmed or unqualified, we do  
nothing. Two: to start with one small act and qualify ourselves.  
 

We find ourselves saying to the world, "What should I do?" "What 
should we do?" The better question might be: "How am I showing 
up?" I ask the world for peace, but do I show up with peace when I 
see my family and friends? I ask the world to end hatred, but do I 
show up with love not only for those I know, but those I don't 
know? Do I show up with love for those whose ideas conflict with 
my own? I ask the world to end suffering, but do I show up for 
those who are suffering on my street corner? We say to the 
world, "Please change; we need change." But how do we show up 
to change our own lives? How do we show up to change the lives 
of the people in our communities?  
 

James Baldwin said, "Everything now, we must assume is in our 
own hands; we have no right to assume otherwise." This has  
always been true.  
 

We spend so much time thinking we don't have the power to 
change the world. We forget that the power to change someone's 
life is always in our hands. Change-making does not belong to one 
group of people; it belongs to all of us. You don't have to wait for 
anyone to tell you that you are in this. Begin. Start by doing what 
you can with what you've got, where you are, and in your own 
way. 
 

We don't have to be heroes - we just have to be brave enough to 
care.  
 

WAYNE NAIDOO 
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Weekly Sports Wrap 
 

CRICKET 
Last weekend saw some positive results for our boys who played 
in the Saturday matches. Our U12A team secured a fantastic five 
wicket win against Bishops with Jack Leclerq scoring 47 not out.  
 

The U10A team put up another good effort in a tight game but, 
unfortunately, lost by a narrow margin. Well done to Luke Furter 
who took four wickets for 14 runs. The U11A team had some en-
couraging batting performances with Alex Tadross scoring 46 and 
Jack Hibling scoring 49. We hope to see more big scores coming 
from the batsman over the course of the term.  
 

This week’s fixtures kicked off against Sweet Valley with all our 
U10 teams winning against Sweet Valley. Well done to Kian Gov-
ender for scoring 40 not out for the U10B team. We had our first 
50 scored for the term in the U12C match with Cole Pieterse scor-
ing 56 at Sweet Valley.  
 

This weekend sees a bye for all teams except the 1st XI and U13B 
teams that take on Sweet Valley on the Mount Royal and Douglas 
Murray fields respectively.  
 

WATER POLO 
The water polo boys had a good day out against Reddam, Cannons 
Creek, Herzlia and Llandudno. The U10s regrouped after a 
tough  start and produced some strong attacking water polo. The 
U11 teams were dominant in their defence and held Reddam to 
minimal goals that afternoon. The U12s played in some exciting 
encounters, particularly the 12As who had two nail-biting results 
against Llandudno 1st team and Reddam U12A. The U13 sides had 
a bye due to the 24-hour walk.  
 

Well done to all the boys. We wish them luck for Friday against 
Wynberg and Sun Valley 
 

TENNIS 
Tennis matches started last week for the juniors. We managed five 
wins and five losses. This week all teams will be playing and we 
wish them well.   
 

A tab has been added to the tennis team sheets regarding the 
updated rules for challenges. These will be explained to the boys 
on  Monday. 
 

For tennis queries email becker@wpps.org.za. We look forward to 
a busy season, albeit short.  

Music News 
 

Music Theory Lessons 
We have moved some boys to different music theory classes over 
the last week. In these lessons, we move at the boys' pace and  
want them to fully master a grade before moving onto the next. 
Please talk to your son about this and contact the music teachers 
if you have any questions. 
 

Music Demos 
The music teachers will be giving  demos the Grades 1 - 5 boys 
next week. We will demonstrate all the available instruments that 
boys may learn at school. A letter about music lessons in 2020 will 
also be sent out next week. 
 

Soloists' Music Concert 
This prestigious concert takes place on Wednesday, 30 October, in 
the Stansbury Hall at 18:30. Boys of a grade three music level or 
above will be invited to perform in this concert. Parents of the 
selected boys will be emailed. The programme will be placed on 
the school's app. 

 
Christmas Collection for 

Kitchen and Ground Staff 
 

WPPS is organising a Christmas collection for our kitchen and 
ground staff, who spend much time ensuring the happiness of the 
boys and staff in terms of preparing grounds and food, and  
cleaning. With the funds raised we will purchase food vouchers.  
 

Donations may be electronically transferred to the schools bank 
account,  FNB, Branch 204209, Account No. 50152664890, Ref: 
Christmas Hamper. 
 

Thank you for your generosity towards this gesture. 
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Ikhwili Fundraiser: David Grier Talk 

Thanks to all who supported this fundraising event on Tuesday. 
The Stansbury Hall was filled with parents, visitors, boys, and staff 
all eager to hear David Grier's inspiring message about how we 
can adapt to change, in a positive way. 
 

David, a Wetpups Old Boy spoke passionately about his challeng-
ing experiences, running the Great Wall of China, all in aid of rais-
ing funds for the Smile Foundation. He has already raised R10 
million rand which has helped many children with deformed faces 
and cleft palates have operations that have transformed their 
lives. 
 

All proceeds raised from the talk will go towards bringing the 
Ikhwili Grade 7 pupils to Wetpups in 2020. This relationship be-
tween Ikhwili and Wetpups started three years ago when 
Wetpups Grade 7s visited Ikhwili Primary in the Transkei and now 
in 2020, through the generosity of our Wetpups community, their 
Grade 7s will come to the Cape. We will be continuing to raise 
funds for Ikhwili at various events, such as the Christmas Market. 
Please continue to support this worthwhile and uplifting project. 

Congratulations to Robyn and Duncan Prew on the birth of 
their second daughter, Ellie Marie.  

Andrew Barnes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Barnes (Grade 3) travelled with his high performance foot-
ball school on a tour to Germany. He returned having enjoyed a 
memorable football, cultural, learning and leadership experi-
ence.  He had fixtures against different clubs, boardroom sessions, 
visits to the FIFA museum, Europa Park, a Bundesliga game and a 
holocaust museum. 
 

Andrew stayed in an academy in Freiburg in Germany for two 
weeks, assuming responsibility for not only himself, but also for the 
team. He was awarded captain of the squad after the first training 
sessions, and led boys between the ages of eight and eleven for the 
entire tour. He had a great football tour, also being nominated as 
top goal scorer, and most importantly, he was commended for his 
impeccable manners. 
 

We are very happy that this is the case and that he was able to 
exercise a code of conduct and respect that comes from WPPS and 
his home life. He really did the school and his parents proud. His 
coaches made special mention of it.  It was, all round, a really good 
life experience! Well done, Andrew, for making us all proud!  
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Grade 7 PSFA 24-Hour Walk 

Congratulations to Old Boy, Michael Ford who has 
been appointed as Head Boy of Bishops College for 
2020 and to William Morley who will be Deputy of 
Founders House. We are so proud of our Wetpups 

Old Boys. 
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The Golf Day fundraiser at Steenberg Golf Club was a superb event. 
and we would like to thank all our sponsors, donors, players and 
auction, item donors for their generosity. We would not be able to 
raise the much-needed funds for the WPPS Scholarship Fund  
without their fantastic support. 
 

Special thanks to Brent Geddes and Terri-Ann Hatty on the Golf 
Day Committee, for the generosity of their time and donations. 
A big thank you to Dillyn Leyds (Wetpups Old Boy and part of our 
Scholarship Programme) who spoke passionately at the Prize  
Giving about his time as a Wetpups scholar and how he  
appreciated his time at Wetpups.  
 

The auction alone raised R200,000. The final figure raised will be 
released as soon as we have completed our bookkeeping.  

WPPS Golf  Day 
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The boys had a blast foraging in Glencairn on Tuesday. They 
cooked some mussels and ate them along the Vlei. They ended 
their outing with a quick dip in the ocean.  

Grade 3 Glencairn Outing 
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Grades 4 and 5 Digital Art 

Steven McIvor Daniel Potgieter 

Gabriel Rogers 
Luke Ratcliffe 

Max Marshall-Smith Oscar van Ruben 
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Grade 1 T-bag Designs Outing 
 

On Tuesday, the boys visited The Original T-bag Designs in Hout 
Bay. It was a great opportunity for them to see where the hun-
dreds of T-bags that they collect go. The boys were amazed at 
how their used T-bags, and those of many others around the 
world, were transformed into beautiful artworks which are sold 
to many people both locally and internationally.  
 

Jill Hayes, founder of Original T-bag designs, spoke to them about 
the company and showed them around the shop as well as the 
workshop where many of the Original T-bag Designs items are 
made.  

First Bike Race for Jack (Grade 2) and Ben (Grade R) White  


