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From the Headmaster’s Desk 
 
When I first arrived at the school some three-and-a-half years ago, 
we embarked on a strategic planning process. It was clear that we 
needed to ensure that the education at WPPS was relevant and 
transformational. Through this process, we understood that we 
were educating our boys to  
become young men of significance, the solutionaries of tomorrow; 
men who will be equipped with the values, skills and positive  
attitude to deal with the challenges facing our world currently and 
in the years ahead; men who are going to make a real and lasting 
difference. At the same time, we acknowledged that we should as 
a school be a role model in leading transformation, sustainability 
and community engagement.  
 

Our strategic planning process resulted in our adoption of a new 
Vision, Mission and Values for WPPS. The WPPS Vision is to  
awaken potential, empower, and inspire every boy to become a 
solutionary for our tomorrow. This vision and purpose, we believe, 
is an educational imperative if we are to live in a peaceful,  
sustainable and just society in the future. Furthermore, we need 
to create an environment where all feel welcome, safe, secure and 
happy so that they can realise their true potential through the 
learning process. We need to concentrate on developing creativi-
ty, collaboration, communication and creative thinking in our edu-
cation .  
 

In ensuring that we realise our vision, we have committed to  
concentrating on three very important aspects in all that we do, 
and in all the programmes in which we engage for the boys. First-
ly, we need to emphasise transformation by setting up pro-
grammes and structures that reflect inclusivity and awareness. We 
live in a wonderfully diverse country. At WPPS, we embrace diver-
sity and encourage our boys to learn to respect, understand, and 
value each other’s differences. Learning about other religions, 
cultures and the many distinct ways that people express them-
selves is vital for social harmony, justice and peace in our world. 
We are also committed to transforming our school so that all sec-
tors of our society are afforded the opportunity of learning here  
and being exposed to a diverse group of school teachers and lead-
ers.  
 

Our second focus is on sustainability. The world is in a very  
precarious situation now with the destruction of its very fabric 
being brought on by human activity. Not only must we work hard 
to incorporate sustainability thinking into our curriculum, but the 
school needs to set an example by what we do in terms of energy, 
water, buildings and waste.  
 

The third focus, which will assist in making our boys aware of the 
world around them, is community engagement. It is important to 
expose our boys to the reality of the communities that lie outside  
their Southern Suburbs bubble. The boys need to see and  
engage with the ills of our society including poverty, addiction, 
poor education, old age, animal abuse,  and the like.  
 

At the same time, the boys will be encouraged to assist these 
communities, and find ways to alleviate the problems that are 
experienced.  
 

In order for us to realise our vision and ensure that these three 
pillars are tackled in a comprehensive way, we have embarked on 
many different projects and programmes, that are part of our 
strategic imperatives. These imperatives include:  
 

Teaching and Learning: this imperative will concentrate on en-
suring that all that we do in terms of teaching and learning at the 
school is directed towards making all learning real, relevant, broad 
and empowering for every boy. A large part of this will be embed-
ding sustainability teaching into the curriculum. We need to en-
sure that our curriculum involves critical thinking, creativity, curi-
osity, collaboration, and resourcefulness so that our boys are 
equipped to become solution finders in the future who are able to 
make the world more sustainable for all.  
 

Social and Emotional Development: as we aim to produce boys 
of good character with excellent values, it is essential that we pay 
attention to their social and emotional development. The focus 
here would be on setting up structures and systems to instil our 
values and facilitate greater empathy amongst the boys. Aspects 
such as Life skills, Wetpups families, tutor groups, themes for the 
term, and values education would need to be considered.  
 

Professional Development of our Teachers: our teachers are the 
most important resource that we have in the school. It is, there-
fore, essential to empower, recognise and motivate them so that 
they are able to produce the most conducive environment for 
learning.  
 

Developing the Spirituality of our Boys: we seek to make known 
our understanding of God’s word and God’s truth, together with 
its relational and moral consequence. Our boys need to under-
stand that they have an inherent spirituality; we need to be talk-
ing about the mystery of God, and how to be hopeful, loving, 
trustworthy and patient, and how to pray.  
 

Embrace Diversity: as a school, we recognise that currently we  
do not adequately reflect the diversity of our wider community. 
We believe that in order for us to educate and prepare our boys  
for life in South Africa and globally effectively we need to become 
more diverse and at the same time teach respect, tolerance and 
understanding of difference. In order to assist with this aspect, we 
have set up a Teachers’ Academy where we assist in training 14 
future teachers each year.  
 

Further Develop Relationships between our Stakeholders: the 
focus here would be to develop and grow trust between all the 
school’s stakeholders (parents, staff, boys, Old Boys, Board). It is 
essential that in order for this to be achieved, effective and open 
communication should be enhanced and that the different voices 
and concerns need to be heard.  
 

Social and Community Responsibility: our boys need to be ex-
posed to the many problems that we face as a society, so that  
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they are able to become aware of, and care for, all those who are vulnerable. This programme should be set up so that boys not only raise 
money and do collections for various causes, but so that they also get involved with the vulnerable and interact in a relational way with 
them. In addition to this, we have developed a very good and close relationship with Zonnebloem School.  
 

The Development of Infrastructure at WPPS: the school is old, and many of the buildings need to be renovated and updated. Further-
more, Wetpups struggles with space this means that we need to be creative and innovative in our building of facilities. Our facilities are an 
important resource for the delivery of quality and relevant education. Development will be informed by our goals and objectives. Our Mas-
ter Plan has been devised and developed to ensure that we are able to deliver on our Vision and School’s Mission This, we believe, means 
that we need to reduce class size to 18, and increase our number of classes in each Grade from two to three.  
 

Our strategy at the school is intentionally transformational, as we believe that we need to be at the forefront of educational change in South 
Africa and make a significant difference in the educational landscape of our country. 
 

SIMON WEAVER 
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Farhan and Yusuf  Patel 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Farhan and Yusuf were both selected and sponsored to play in a  
cricket tournament for the Hashim Amla Academy during the 
September holidays.  
 

It was a three-day tournament held in Worcester and both boys 
played at the U11 level. They played amongst the best in the city, 
and ended up winning the tournament when they defeated Sun-
ningdale, which is a very strong side. The win was not just an add-
ed bonus for a team that was put together just three weeks be-
fore the tournament, but they also displayed qualities of what 
cricket is really about... a true gentleman's game.  
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Grade 1B  
STEAM Experiment 

This week the boys learnt about density. 

Grade 1R  
STEAM Experiment 

This week the boys worked in pairs and made ‘n bed vir  
Gouelokkies during their STEAM activity lesson . They have been 
learning about the rooms of the house in Afrikaans, and listened to 
the story Gouelokkies. Using various items like toilet rolls, paper, 
cardboard, straws etc, they constructed a bed and drew Gouelok-
kies and put her in the bed. They made a pillow and blanket for her 
too! 



celebrating life and learning 

Grade 3 Hout Bay and Llandudno Outing 

The boys went on an exciting outing to Hout Bay and Llandudno. 
They learned about the history of the San and Khoikhoi people. 
They ended their outing on a lovely stroll to some caves along  
Llandudno beach.   



Thought for the Week 
 

"Deep listening is miraculous for both listener and speaker. When 
someone receives us with open-hearted, non-judging, intensely 
interested listening, our spirits expand.” 
 

American author Sue Patton Thoele 

Alumni News 
 
Whilst the Head Boy and Deputy Head Boy of St Andrew’s are still 
to be announced, it is lovely to see the Wetpups class of 2015 
featuring across the board … 

 Matthew Hillary – Espin Head of House and School Prefect 

 Reece Galloway – Graham Head of House and School Prefect 

 Justin Stoddart – Mullins Deputy Head of House and Culture 
and Ceremonies Portfolio and Student Affairs Portfolio 

 Ross Nagel – Round Square Portfolio 

 Sinjin Broad – Student Affairs Portfolio 
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Cakes and Eats Donation for  
Christmas Market Tea Garden 

 

Reminder to donate cakes and eats to the Tea Garden for this 
year's Christmas Market. The Tea Garden is a popular part of the 
market and any donations are greatly appreciated. All the relevant 
rosters have been communicated directly to the classes, and are 
also available on the school app under Christmas Market Duties. 
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Grade 5 Digital Art 

Noah Vuiff Nicholas Sedgwick 

Max Sandri 
Christopher McLagan 

Fred Verster-Cohen Luca Williams 



celebrating life and learning 

Weekly Sports Wrap 
 
CRICKET 
The 1st XI took part in the Cape Schools’ Festival during the  
holidays, and produced a mixed bag of results. They got off to a 
flying start beating Dale College by 44 runs. It was a special effort 
by the boys, who produced one of their better bowling and field-
ing efforts to defend a low total. Special mention must be made of 
Sebastian McAdam who took five wickets for eight runs over six 
overs. Day two was affected by the weather, which halted the 
boys momentum and saw the whole day’s play rained out. The 
third day brought about a change of format, with the introduction 
of two T20 fixtures against strong opposition. The boys struggled 
in windy conditions and lost their respective matches against St 
John’s Preparatory and Grey Junior School. Special thanks to the 
parents for offering up their homes and hosting the Dale College 
boys for the duration of the festival.  
 

Our first round of fixtures took place this week against traditional 
rivals, Bishops. Fixtures were tightly contested, and our boys  
acquitted themselves well showing very little signs of rustiness 
from the winter season. Special mention must be made of our 
U10A team that opened the term with a nine-wicket win on the 
Mount Royal, as well as our U11B team, which managed a  
six-wicket win on the Douglas Murray. Our first round of Saturday 
morning fixtures will commence this weekend for all A teams and 
the 2nd XI, while our 1st XI has a bye as Bishops are away on tour. 
We wish them luck, and hope the new term brings about many 
50s, five wicket hauls, and game-changing moments in the field.   
 

WATER POLO 
The U10 age group had a tough day out at RBPS, leaking many 
goals on defence and not finding the back of the net. With more 
practice time, they will hopefully fight back hard next week. 
 

The U11 age group fared far better, displaying a great deal of  
perseverance in the water, especially the A side which put in an 
excellent performance. The U12Bs played superbly for their win, 
and the U12As wowed with a wonderful display of attacking water 
polo. The U13s found the afternoon at RBPS challenging, and 
lacked the fitness required after a long season off. 
 

The 1st side played in the SACS Tournament. They won six and lost 
four, just missing out on the quarter finals on a technical rule  
having drawn fourth in their pool. Five of the six wins came with 
clean sheets, which shows the team’s incredible defensive effort. 
All the losses were within two goals, including against the  
eventual winners St David’s, where we only went down 4-2.  
Significant wins included St John’s 3-0 and Reddam 3-0, where the 
boys showed true grit and perseverance throughout the games. 
Overall, it was an excellent effort and the boys played incredibly 
well. 
 

TENNIS 
Our first round of fixtures took place this week for our Juniors. 
Senior matches will begin next week.  
 

This term the boys will be involved in internal challenge matches 
to determine the Championship Winners for 2019.  
 

Thank you to those parents who came along to the tennis social 
last Friday, it was a fun way to begin the season and get the  
cobwebs off those racquets! 
 

Simone Becker has taken over as Head. For queries email  
becker@wpps.org.za. We look forward to a busy, albeit short  
season. Thank you to Tamryn Saunders for her efficient running of 
tennis.  

Weekly Sports Wrap Cont/d... 
 

SWIMMING 
With the final swimming term of 2019 upon us, we welcome a 
Travis Theron. Travis is a young and well-qualified coach, who 
promises to bring technical training and a bit of fun to our  
sessions.  
 

The combined A/B Gala will be held at Bishops on Thursday, 31 
October, and the C League Gala to be hosted by SACS on  
Thursday, 7 November. We look forward to another competitive 
term in the water. 


