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celebrating life and learning 

Rethinking Learning 
 

In a recent article on future competencies and the future of curric-
ulum, interesting frames of thought and assumptions were chal-
lenged. At Wetpups, we continually reflect on what we do in an 
effort to adapt to the changing requirements of society. 
 

What will the following careers require, and what content will 
equip our boys to perform these roles?  

 Robotic or Holographic Avatar Designer 

 Android Relationship Counsellor 

 Landfill Worm Operator 

 Space Nurse or Space Physician 
It is difficult to fully answer these questions. But what we realise is 
that learning at Wetpups should equip boys with the ability to go 
beyond learning core knowledge and concepts to using and apply-
ing them within the socio-cultural context of their societies. The 
21st century has seen a major shift in learning goals - education in 
countries all over the world want their young people to be able to 
think critically and creatively, solve complex problems, make evi-
dence-based decisions, and work collaboratively.  
 

Step one in the process is accepting that we need to reconceptual-
ise our curriculum, and potentially adopt a competency-based 
curriculum, which could be most appropriate for equipping our 
boys for optimal contribution to the socio-cultural contexts in 
which they may find themselves. This curriculum would incorpo-
rate the relevant knowledge, skills, values and attitudes required  
for the contexts in which they will find themselves. 
A competency-based curriculum... 

 Emphasises the complex outcomes of the learning process 
rather than what the learners are expected to learn in terms 
of traditional subject-bound content 

 Is learner-centred 

 Is adaptive to the changing needs of boys, teachers and socie-
ty 

 Selects learning activities and environments that allow learn-
ers to acquire and apply the knowledge, skills and attitudes to 
situations they encounter in everyday life 

 Is usually designed around a set of key competencies that can 
be cross-curricular and/or subject-bound.  

 

There are certain macro competencies that are considered rele-
vant across all contexts. These competencies are seen to contrib-
ute to the public good necessary for the world. The seven macro 
competencies, as well as the impact they should have, can be seen 
below.  
 

Macro Competencies 
These seven are considered relevant across all contexts 
1. Lifelong Learning: affords people the capacity to reinvent 

themselves for changing contextual demands  
2. Self-agency: confidence and the ability to face the known 

and the unknown 

3. Interactively using diverse tools and resources: effective, 
efficient, and interactive use of a range of tools and resources 
relevant for task 

4. Interacting with others: collaboration to resolve complex 
problems and create integrated solutions across contexts. 
Social interaction, cohesion, harmony, justice...  

5. Interacting with the world: enable people to be local and 
global, multicultural, multireligious, multilingual perspectives 
that embrace diversity 

6. Multi Literateness: basic literacy no longer adequate, need 
to speak about fundamental literacies 

7. Transdisciplinary: increasing complexity requires more so-
phisticated solutions that integrate knowledge from multi-
disciplines 

 

Public Good 
Examples of the public good that should accumulate from having 
certain competencies, or the impact of competencies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please visit the following site to read the full article on competen-
cy-based curricula: 
http://www.ibe.unesco.org/sites/default/files/resources/
future_competences_and_the_future_of_curriculum.pdf 
 

SHARLENE WHITTY 

1. Awareness 
Adaptability 
Agility to adapt 

2. Innovation 
Empowerment 
Social justice 

3. Productivity 
Sustainability 
Efficiency 

4. Justice 
Democracy 
Good Governance 

5. Social Cohesion 
Equity and inclusion 
Citizenship 

6. Functional literacy 
Digital societies  
Health and wellbeing 

7. Domain specialists 
Human resources 
Human capital 

Thought for the Week 
 

“When we are standing on our truth, we are on the strongest soil 
of all.” 
 

My friend Jennifer Crokaert 

http://www.ibe.unesco.org/sites/default/files/resources/future_competences_and_the_future_of_curriculum.pdf
http://www.ibe.unesco.org/sites/default/files/resources/future_competences_and_the_future_of_curriculum.pdf
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Grade 2 Boys promoting the Sock Project in 
Assembly 

Inter-House Cross Country 
 

The annual inter-house cross country run will, once again, take 
place on the beautiful Klein Constantia wine farm tomorrow, and 
is always one of the highlights of the year. Our very great appreci-
ation goes to the owners of Klein Constantia for making this event 
possible and such a memorable occasion every year. 
 

The estimated distances for the various ages are as follows: GN & 
R - 1km, G1 & 2 - 1.2 km, U9 - 2.25 km, U10 & U11 - 3.0 km, U12, 
U13 & U14 - 3.9 km. 
 

Grades N, R, 1, 2 & 3 boys must be there by 08:00, and report to 
their class teachers wearing WPPS T-shirt/house shirt, shorts suit-
able for running, running shoes and a cap. Grades 4, 5, 6 & 7 boys 
must be there by 08:30 wearing house T-shirts, blue Quantec 
sports shorts, school cap, white socks and running shoes. 
 

All Grades 3 - 7 boys are expected to stay for the prize givings 
which will take place after their races.  
 

Bootleggers will be catering on the morning and will have a coffee 
stand and egg and bacon rolls on sale; there will also be a halaal 
option. Wine tasting will be available to those who are interested 
after the event. 
 

Click Here for course details. 
 
REGRET NO DOGS ALLOWED. 
 

The top ten boys of every age group will  be selected to be at the 
Pentangular the following Friday, 6 September.  

This week the Grade 1R class continued with their thinking 
games with their grandparents. It is so lovely involving our 

grandparents who have so much to offer the boys!  

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1DnZMbzXp0BNRjl3Jcwm_kDGgRvs&ll=-34.035133200000004%2C18.41531759999998&z=16
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Weekly Sports Wrap 
 

RUGBY 
We concluded our rugby season last week with a full round of 7s 
festivals hosted by our neighbouring schools. We always enjoy 
taking part in these festivals as they help to build our relationships 
with other schools and provide the boys with a chance to play and 
learn a different format. 
 

Fifteen-a-side is tough, so one can only imagine how challenging 
7s rugby is on a full-size pitch. However, all the coaches were 
pleasantly surprised by the boys effort. Special mention must be 
made of the U11As who finished second overall in the SACS  
tournament. 
 

Congratulations to Hutchinson on winning  both the junior and 
senior inter-house. 
 

We are fortunate enough in the Western Cape to play two terms 
of rugby, which gives the coaches and players an opportunity to 
build their skills and more importantly friendships and  
camaraderie. With the 2019 rugby season finished for the year, 
we managed to field 11 teams with the boys playing over 150 
games across all age groups, as well as taking part in various 10s 
and 7s festivals along the way.  
 

There was big improvement seen throughout the season. The U9 
age group played some exciting, running rugby that was a pleas-
ure to watch. They picked up some nice results along the way and 
managed to field the most teams in the school, which is really 
encouraging.  
 

The U10s promoted the Wetpups brand and spread the ball every 
time they ran on the park. The A team was very unlucky not to get 
a few more wins, however the boys’ expansive play and number 
of passes made per game was exceptional.  
 

The standout age group of the year, the U11s, had a terrific rugby 
season. There was great unity between the A and B teams and this 
synergy was evident during their matches. Both teams picked up 
some brilliant results against top tier rugby schools.  
 

The U12s found themselves in a very difficult and unfortunate 
league that included strong U12 age groups. However, they  
continued to play the Wetpups way and improved. I believe this 
group has a lot to offer in their Grade 7 year.  
 

The 1st XV encountered difficult games, but showed tremendous 
spirit and bravery. They made big improvements during the  
second term against tough opponents, and Mr Weaver was most 
pleased with the effort shown by Oscar Todd and his team.  
 

HOCKEY 
Finally the hockey season has come to a close, well, for most of 
our boys anyway; the juniors finishing off with a tough round of 
fixtures against some really strong Sweet Valley outfits. That said, 
both the U10 and U11 age groups have certainly ended the season 
on the up - a very encouraging sign for the future of our hockey. 
 

Our annual round robin inter-house tournament took place on 
Monday and, as usual, this was one of the most competitive  
afternoons of the season. Despite the internal rivalry, matches 
were played in a great sporting spirit, and I would like to  
compliment the older boys in each age group for how well they 
allowed for the integration of the boys a year below them. Well 
done to all, and congratulations to Hutchinson for winning on the 
day. 
 

While it would seem that everything is done and dusted, there is 
one last throw of the hockey dice for 2019; as this newsletter goes 
out, our U13A team will be taking to the field in their final  
appearance in WPPS kit, having qualified to play in the WP  
Primary Schools’ Hockey Top Schools’ Tournament.  

Cont/d... 

Grade 1 boys made samoosas with Mrs Mohamed 

Weekly Sports Wrap cont/d... 
 

This annual event sees teams from the three WP hockey zones 
pitted against one another, to establish exactly who is top of the 
pile. We trust that the team will give of its best and represent 
WPPS with both pride and passion, and we look forward to  
hearing of their success. Good luck, boys! 
 

SQUASH 
Last Friday our A and C teams played Wynberg and Bishops. Our 
As won their games convincingly and our Cs lost against a strong 
Bishops outfit. Our As finish off the season this Friday against 
SACS, and hopefully will prove themselves and show off just how 
much they have progressed this year. Good luck boys! 
  
The squash coaches would like to thank all the boys for their effort 
and attitude this year. It has been a fun and incredibly, exciting 
and rewarding season. We have enjoyed every moment with the 
boys and look forward to another awesome season of squash next 
year.  
 

SOCCER 
Next week sees the start of our soccer season. Boys will practise 
on Monday and Tuesday, depending on their age group, with 
matches played on Wednesday and Thursday. There will be a  
festival on Saturday, 7 September. All the details (practice  
schedule and matches) are on the App under the soccer drop 
down.  



Ikhwili to Cape Town  
Cultural Exchange - Fundraising 

Project 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ikhwili is a government-funded school that serves the local  
community at Kei Mouth, in the Eastern Cape. For the past three 
years, Western Province Prep School has forged a relationship 
with Ikhwili, and taken our Grade 7s on an annual tour to visit the 
school, play sports, and to interact within the community. The 
benefits of our interaction with Ikhwili are immeasurable, and 
each year we have continued to collaborate with the teachers at 
the school.  
 

We would like to reciprocate by inviting their Grade 7 group to 
come to Cape Town on a school tour in August 2020, and to  
provide them with opportunities to play sport against schools 
here, as well as to experience the diverse cultural, historical and 
environmental heritage of the Western Cape. 
 

The Principal of Ikhwili would dearly love his Grade 7 learners to 
broaden their understanding and knowledge of South African 
history and culture. Many of these boys have never left their own 
area in the Eastern Cape. He believes that visiting Cape Town 
would be a fantastic platform to experience the diverse sporting, 
cultural, historical and environmental heritage of the Western 
Cape. 
 

In order to facilitate this trip, we need to raise funds to cover the 
costs of the transport, accommodation, food and excursions. 
 

This partnership is very much an active part of the ‘Wetpups 
Cares’ programme, and would also give Western Province Prep a 
platform for our boys to be involved in a strong service and  
outreach programme. 
 

Over the next few weeks, we will be looking at ways to raise funds 
within our community. One such fundraising idea is taking a  
percentage of the money accrued from the Grade 7 Inter-House 
Play tickets sold. We will also have more information available at 
the play evening. 
 

Another fundraising event to be held on the evening of 15 October 
is where renowned storyteller, Michael Charton, will be our  
special guest. Click here https://youtu.be/XozgugQ_zN0 to  
preview the story told by Michael about the 1937 Springboks and 
their legendary tour to New Zealand. Tickets for this evening will 
be on sale soon. 
 

We do hope you will join us in our wish to bring a dream to reality 
for Ikhwili! 
 

For more information contact Caron Perrott perrott@wpps.org.za 

celebrating life and learning 

Engineers at Work: Grade 1B building an 
extra-long marble track!  

https://youtu.be/XozgugQ_zN0
mailto:perrott@wpps.org.za
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Digital Art 

William Marshall 

Heath Williams Jack Robinson 

Cole Pieterse Farhaan Barendse 

Samuel Clarke 
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Grade 1R  
STEAM Activity 

This week the boys listened to the wonderful story Where the Wild 
Things Are. For their STEAM activity the boys, in pairs, had to make 
a tent for Max using card, paper, tissue paper, foil, sucker sticks 
and straws. They came up with a variety of tents.  

Grade 2 Exploring 
Division 

... and then the doorbell rang.... based on the story written by Pat 
Hutchins, the Grade 2s explored division.  
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Past Staff  Tea 

On Thursday the staff celebrated Jane Bird’s special birthday with 
both current and past staff. 
 

Each year staff who taught at Wetpups are invited back to share 
their stories, see old friends and hear school news. Paul Cannon, 
hadn't been back for over 60 years! 
 

It is wonderful to hear their stories of yesteryear and to discover 
some things never change when it comes to teaching boys, and for 
them to learn how much change has happened, hopefully for the 
better! 

Inter-house Rugby and Winter Sports Braai 
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Grade 6 isiXhosa 

Grade 6 theme on Impilo (Health) ended with the story UBanzi ebegula (Banzi was sick). The boys could choose any part of 
the story to complete a word and picture representation - with some poetic licence! They produced some amazing work.  

Hamza Zalgaonkir 

Jack Harding 
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Luke Rowe 

Sean Pickford 

Grade 6 isiXhosa Cont/d... 


