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Collaboration, the Key to Creativity at
Wetpups
Every morning of every school day, Wetpups is abuzz with the
sound of musical instruments being tuned in preparation for
lessons and ensembles; boys singing their choir repertoire and
catchy Robin and the Sherwood Hoodies tunes, as they walk
through corridors where their art creations decorate the walls of
our school. The Creative Arts Department is truly alive and
thriving, giving every boy the opportunity to express himself in any
art form of his choice. What a privilege to be a part of this
life-giving rhythm.
The Art curriculum allows every boy, irrespective of age or ability,
the freedom to produce art that is both enjoyable and meaningful
to him. The Senior Prep, for example, follows a basic curriculum of
Drawing, Colour, Digital Art and Sculpture. The media is
introduced to the boys and the associated skills are demonstrated
to them, after which they are free to explore that medium and
create as they please throughout the term. The non-prescriptive
approach provides boys with more scope to experiment, learn to
manage their time, work at their own pace, make their own
decisions and create art that is both personal and meaningful to
them.
A fairly controversial step was taken at the beginning of the year
moving the Senior Art Room out of the newly built Getty Centre
into what was the old IT Lab on Newlands Road. The intention was
to bring art closer to the senior boys, who wasted much time
moving between campuses. The Art Room is now available as an
alternative play/learning facility during both tea and lunch breaks.
Although the boys miss the ample space provided in the Getty
Centre, it would be fair to say that the extra time afforded to
them, in the new room has been invaluable. Most encouraging is
the number of boys who previously struggled, dragged their heels
and lacked motivation, who are now flying and proving themselves as capable young artists.

This year, Music Theory has been included in the academic
timetable; it is taught from Grade 4 and 39 boys in this grade
alone have signed up for these lessons. There are over 100 boys
from Grades 4 to 7 taking Music Theory lessons which will have a
significant impact on their instrumental playing. At the end of the
first term, we had four grade-specific Music Workshops; a staggering 111 pieces of music were performed over four days by 137
boys. This is two thirds of the boys in the Senior Prep. For the first
time ever we have all the boys in a grade – Grade 4 – learning a
music instrument. This proves that music is an integral part of
nearly every Wetpups boy’s life – which makes for a special school
experience .
The African Marimba Band, Senior String Orchestra, and Senior
Wind Band have had opportunities to perform at Monday morning
assemblies. In June the Senior Ensemble Music Concert – the
school’s biggest musical showcase of the year – included about
two thirds of Grades 4 to 7 boys in 12 different ensembles/choirs.
We look forward to our Junior Ensemble Concert on Tuesday
evening where junior artworks will be on display.
Our vision to ignite and inspire every boy to discover his unique
gifting, and then to realise that it takes grit and determined effort
to fulfil his potential is at the heart of every creative activity in this
school.
JACKIE WILTER

Boys and staff have been working diligently since April to prepare
for the production of the boy-centred musical Robin and the
Sherwood Hoodies written by Craig Hawes. It has been a huge
team effort. A record number of staff members as well as 68
Grades 4 to 7 boys have been involved in this creative process.
Mr Adams has designed the poster and tickets; Mr Barendse and
Ms Saunders have been beavering away at building and painting
the set; Mrs Pretorius and Mrs Wibberley have coached voices
and choreographed scenes, while Mrs Van Zyl and Mr Geddes
have auditioned extensively, cast wisely and rehearsed
passionately. In conjunction with Mr Naidoo and Mr Hughes, I
have ensured that rehearsal times have been provided and
safeguarded, so that boys and staff were given the necessary
resources to bring this production to life. Parents’ involvement has
been overwhelming – from organising prop parties in the Art
Room to sourcing props, ranging from spears to fake bottoms. The
boys have embraced the opportunity wholeheartedly and we are
looking forward to a magical production of “fights, tights and footlights”.
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The annual Inter-House Cross Country take splace on the beautiful
Klein Constantia Wine Farm on Saturday, 8 September, and is
always one of the highlights of the year. Our very great
appreciation goes to the owners of Klein Constantia for making
this event possible and such a memorable occasion every year.
Grades N to 3 boys must be there by 08:00, and report to their
class teachers wearing WPPS T-shirt/house shirt, shorts suitable
for running, running shoes and a cap. Click Here for the various
routes and distances.
Grades 4 to 7 boys must be there by 08:30 wearing house T-shirts,
WPPS blue Quantec shorts, school cap, white socks and running
shoes.
The first race will start at 08:30 (Grades N & R, followed by Grades
1 & 2), with the remainder of the age groups to follow.
Please look out for sprinkler heads when parking along the road
leading up to the farm. Remember there is parking behind the
main cellar as well.
Bootleggers will be catering on the morning and will have a coffee
and egg and bacon rolls on sale; there will also be a halaal option.
Wine tasting will be available to those who are interested after
the event.
REGRET NO DOGS ALLOWED.
Klein Constantia will have a special on their KC Range wines, KC
Sauv Blanc, Rose and Cab/Merlot on case lots at R60.00 per bottle
and the KC Pinot Noir at R100.00 per bottle. These wines will all be
available to taste along with their MCC, close to the tennis court
and the food court. You will also be able buy these wines from the
tasting point. For those who would like a Classic or Premium
tasting in our recently renovated tasting centre, you are welcome
to walk up to the cellar where you will receive a free Classic
tasting on showing the flyer (see below).

We wish all our Jewish families
Shana Tova and well over the fast.
Tuck Shop Order for Term 4
The Tuck Shop Order form for Term 4 is now online. If you would
like to order, please complete the online form and send it through
by MONDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 2018.
The link is: http://bit.ly/tuck42018
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Skateboards and Scooters

Weekly Sports Wrap
RUGBY
Well done to all the boys who represented the school at the various seven festivals last week.
A final thanks must go to the coaches, medics, kitchen staff and
supporting parents throughout the season. Wetpups is a very
small school in the toughest league in the country that year-onyear, develops a real sense of grit and determination by punching
well above its weight.
HOCKEY
Our boys wrapped up their season with a round of fixtures
against SACS, a very tough opponent. There were some high
scoring matches, as well as some very close fought ones but,
without a doubt, the stand-out performance of the week was the
U13As. Not only did they turn around last term’s defeat, but they
dominated every aspect of the game, delivering a “match of the
season” performance to run out 1- 0 winners and, in so doing,
breaking SACS unbeaten record for the season. This result bodes
well for the boys as they now move on to the season finale, the
WP Top Schools’ tournament on Friday. Here they will test their
mettle against the best in the province. We wish them well!
The U13A was backed up by our U13C boys, who won their
match by a convincing 4-1 margin, thus completing an unbeaten
season in their regular “league fixtures”. Very well done boys!
The week was capped off by an Invitation U12 /U13 team playing
in the Somerset College Festival last Saturday. As a first exposure
to full field hockey, the boys learned a lot and had an enjoyable
day out in the great weather and the stunning surrounds of the
winelands.

In an ongoing effort to introduce more alternative forms of fun
and non-competitive play to WPPS, two Grade 6 boys, Cameron
Wilson and Nicholas Vaughan-Scott, approached the WPPS
Leadership Committee earlier this year in order to allow the
Newlands Road boys to bring their scooters and skateboards to
school. Their proposal has been approved and all boys from
Grades 3 to 7 are now allowed to ride their skateboards and
scooters every day before/during breaks and after school. The
Wilson family has generously built and donated ramps for the
boys to use. We are very proud of Cameron and Nicholas for
taking the initiative and making the school day more exciting for
all. True solutionaries indeed!

Our U12A boys played really well at the Bishops Day/Night
Tournament on Thursday and finished in fourth place.
CHESS
Our chess team played against Bishops 1st team last Friday. It is
an excellent team that has won the league for the last few years.
Our boys played very well and lost 1.5 - 4.5. Special mention
must go to Michael Cadiz, who won his game. Well done to all
the boys!

Thought for the Week
“If you tell the truth, you don't have to remember anything.”
American novelist, journalist and humorist Mark Twain (18351910)
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Grade 4
Visiting Author
Jeremy Daniel
The author, Jeremy Daniel, came to talk to the Grade 4 boys about
his series Road to Glory books. He talked about his writing process
and the athletes he wrote about. There are five books – Siya Kolisi,
AB de Villiers, Caster Semenya, Hashim Amla and Wayde van
Niekerk ( by Carlos Amato)

Eden Road Notes
GRADE 2 JUDO MEDAL COMPETITION
This has been postponed until Tuesday, 25 September, at 14:00.
Parents are welcome to come and watch.
AFTERCARE
Parents are reminded please to call the Aftercare directly after
12:30 on 081 497 6347.
SPORT & EXTRAMURALS
No cap, no play! Please remember to apply sunscreen regardless
of the weather.
ONE WORLD, MANY STORIES
Thank you for supporting all our Readathon events this week. We
have all had lots of fun.
Dates and times for the coming week:
Monday, 10 Sep- Grade 1 Library Morning - 07:20 - 08:00
Wednesday, 12 Sep - Grade 2 Library Morning - 07:20 - 08:00
Thursday, 13 Sep - Grade R Elmer Day
Wednesday, 12 & Thursday, 13 Sep - Readers Warehouse Book
Sale in the Centenary Pavilion from 08:00 - 15:00
Friday, 14 Sep - Grade 2 Dress Up - your favourite book character

Junior Ensemble Music Concert
This concert takes place on Tuesday, 11 September, in the
Stansbury Hall starting at 18:30. It will last about an hour and it
involves the Junior Choir, Junior String Orchestra, Junior Wind
Band and all the Grade 4 African marimba boys.
Dress is full winter uniform, including blazers for the Grades 4 to 7
boys, and full tracksuits for the Grades 1 to 3 boys. Boys who are
performing will need to arrive by 18:00 and meet in the FC Recital
Room.
Family and friends are encouraged to attend the concert. Entrance
is free, and seating is unreserved. Limited parking will be available
in the school playground. There will be a rehearsal on Monday, 10
September, during school. Boys must bring their instruments and
music on this day.

Readathon - Grade 2 reading under the table

celebrating life and learning

A Day in the Life at Wetpups

U9 Rugby 7s vs SACS

Under the Sea Creativity Grade 2Y

Mrs Yeo’s Family Group playing Twangled

Grade 1B learning the Willow Pattern

Grade 1B Tower Building
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Grade N Scratch
Patch Outing

Aiden Wood

Grade N Library
Morning

Michael Lawson
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Hooked on Books

celebrating life and learning

Readathon 2018
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Past Staff Tea

Grade 1 Story
Evening
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Grades 4 - 7 Photography

Justin Pillay

Jack Wells

Danyaal Omarjee

Louis de Waal

Lulibo Nyawula

Kylian Dabancourt
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Richard Mason

