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SOUTH AFRICA, FROM DUSK TO DAWN?  
 

On the crisp spring morning of Friday, September 21, the WPPS 
Pre-Prep became ablaze with excitement. The aroma of  
boerewors sizzling on the braai, happily permeated the air. Two 
weeks had been spent exploring and uncovering some of the  
richness, as well as some of the lows, experienced in our beloved 
country through the ages.  
 

We looked closely at South Africa’s nine provinces, during which 
time we had become particularly intrigued by a video clip that 
focused on the Ndebele people. We marvelled at the fact that, in 
and amongst their colourfully painted homes, secret messages 
were often included.  It must be said that for a little Pre-Prep boy, 
there could be no lovelier creative inspiration than to covertly 
collude with a significant and vibrant culture. Thus, from this  
morsel of indigenous knowledge, the most incredible  
masterpieces were borne. Should you carefully scrutinise our  
Ndebele art, you might just uncover a concealed clue or two, 
which was so cleverly incorporated into our creations. Oh and, just 
for good measure, we learnt a little bit about symmetry, which is 
key to this form of artistic expression. 
 

“A good head and a good heart are always a formidable combina-
tion.” Nelson Mandela 
 

“Show and Tell” provided a superb opportunity for discussing our 
own cultures and traditions, as well as for sampling some of the 
most delectable South African treats. As for story time, our “pick 
of the week” was Mr Nelson Mandela’s autobiography, Long Walk 
to Freedom. Once again, we were allowed to show off our artistic 
prowess, designing dazzling and striking Madiba shirts. Our  
creations were magnificently breath-taking - we know - because 
our teacher said so! The word “democracy” had popped up and 
was best demonstrated by having the boys cast their votes to 
decide on the choice of the storybook for the day.  Being part of  
democracy, where everybody has a say, certainly evokes feelings 
of gratification and harmony.  
 

“If there are dreams about a beautiful South Africa, there are also 
roads that lead to their goal. Two of these roads could be named 
goodness and forgiveness.” Nelson Mandela 
 

We spoke briefly about the reasons for Mr Mandela’s imprison-
ment and, at the end of our discussions, we vowed always to try 
to treat others with fairness. Hence, in our interactions with other 
humans no matter how different and no matter their attributes - 
even if they, for instance, have purple skin, a head with a horn on 
it, or if they had been born with extra fingers or toes, we remain 
resolute in our stance to be respectful and compassionate.  
 

“In time, we shall be in a position to bestow on South Africa the  
greatest possible gift - a more human face.”  Steven Biko 
 

We stood to attention while singing the National Anthem; dutifully 
modelling all of the rules of respect that we had learnt should 
accompany our national ceremonies and symbols. The playing of 
Shakira’s Waka Waka proved an absolute favourite, and had us all 
up and moving. Shosholoza came in a close second, and it was to 
the beat of this catchy tune that we had made our way outside to 
the braais on the “big field” on Friday. 
 

I would like to make mention of the title of the book A Legacy of 
Liberation. Amid the celebrations surrounding our heritage, what 
ultimately is the ideal legacy of liberation that we endeavour to 
leave our charges? In the face of present day challenges that exist 
within our country (and the world at large), some of which include 
health crises, drought and pollution (to name but a few), are  
parents and teachers doing all we can to ensure that our children, 
who generally have access to more than adequate resources, be-
come true solutionaries for a better tomorrow? 
 

I quote Queen Elizabeth II, who on her second visit to South Africa 
during the early days of democracy, said:  
 

“An old message, in a new form - Faith can move mountains,  
Faith can recreate a nation.” 

 

It is indeed in keeping the faith that we have come this far that on 
this Heritage Day we, as a richly diverse society, were able to 
come together as one nation, celebrating under a united flag that 
is truly representative of all South African people.  Hence the co-
lossal task of nurturing exemplary citizens and, moreover, profi-
ciently rearing the future custodians of our planet has become 
hugely incumbent upon us all.  Aluta continua! 
 

Enkosi    Ndza Khensa    Ndi A Livhuha     Ngiyabonga    Ke A Leboga    
Dankie Ke A Leboha     Ke A Leboga     Ngiyabonga   Ngiyathokoza   

Thank You 
 

WENDY ROEBECK – HEAD OF THE PRE-PREP 

Heritage Day Celebrations and Braai, decked out in our 
most comfortable South African attire.  
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Grade R boys have designed their own Madiba shirts, and have promised to continue to share Madiba magic 

Are you able to decipher some of the secret  
messages that we’ve included in our Ndebele huts?  

Grade R boys have designed their own Madiba shirts and have promised to continue to share Madiba magic. 
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Shrewsbury Exchange 2018 
On 20 September, Firoz Ebrahim, Nicolas Hatty, James le Feuvre, 
Jonathan Mildenhall, Matthew Thomas and Cameron Wilson had 
the privilege of departing to the United Kingdom on a two-week 
exchange to Shrewsbury House School.  
 

The exchange trip aims to immerse the pupils in the everyday life 
of a scholar in the UK and the families who host them. The boys 
enjoy attending lessons such as Latin, French and Verbal Reasoning 
among the more usual Mathematics, English, History and Science.  
 

They even represented Shrewsbury House in a football match 
against their rivals, Aldro. In addition to the schooling, they have 
already visited the Science Museum and the Imperial War Muse-
um. Their host families have also given them a good dose of UK 
culture – a trip to watch the Watford Football match, a walk along 
the Thames and some shopping on Oxford Street. Shrewsbury 
House School also treated the boys to the production of School of 
Rock at London’s West End Theatre.   
 

While there is much to experience still, it has been rewarding and 
refreshing to see the growth the boys have already experienced.  
 

WAYNE NAIDOO 

 

Grade 1 Experiments 
 

After hearing about Typhoon Mangkhut in Hong Kong we experimented with different types of flood barriers: sponges, towels, serviettes, tis-
sues, roller towels, scourers and cotton wool.  
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Winter Sports and Music Photographs 
  

To order your son's photos, please visit www.capefoto.co.za and 
click on the 'Create An Account' link. You will need a specific code 
- please use WETPUPS2018 
 
For any queries, please contact orders@capefoto.co.za 

WPPS Scholarship Fund 
 

Contribute to the WPPS Scholarship Fund by simply swiping your 
MySchool card. 
 

If you have a MySchool card, please think of adding Wetpups as a 
beneficiary. All funds raised go directly into the Scholarship Fund 
which benefits our boys on the scholarship programme, in Grades 
4 to 7. 
 
See the link to MySchool to make a difference. 
http://www.myschool.co.za/ 

Grade 1 having fun with Mrs Prew 

http://www.capefoto.co.za
http://www.myschool.co.za/
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Grade 1 International Food Day 
Last week Friday, the Grade 1 boys took part in the much anticipat-
ed annual International Food Day. During the course of the term, 
the boys learn about six countries namely Botswana, Egypt, China, 
India, Greece and Mexico. This culminates in Food Day where they 
get to sample foods and  participate in some activities from these 
countries. From trying mopane worms in Botswana, to smashing 
pinatas in Mexico, and crawling through a tomb in Egypt, the boys 
experienced a wonderful day which they will remember for years 
to come.  An amazing amount of effort was put into transforming 
the hall into six exciting countries. Thank you to all the parents 
involved in creating such a special occasion for our boys.  
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Thought for the Week 
 

"To handle yourself, use your head; to handle others, use your 
heart.” 
 

Eleanor Roosevelt (1884-1962) 

ABRSM Practical Exam Results 
 

Fifty-one boys played these exams earlier this term. All the boys 
passed, and the average mark was 81%! This is the twelth year in a 
row that boys have received an average of 80% or above for these 
exams. Five boys were awarded distinctions (87 - 100%), 23 merits 
(80 - 86%) and 23 passes (66 - 79%). Congratulations to all the 
boys! 

Grade 3 Soil for Life Outing 
 
Grade 3 visited 'Soil for Life' where they had hands-on experience 
learning about composting, seeds, water saving, plants, and  
sustainable growing. They enjoyed spending time in the incredible 
gardens, dodging the rain and being entertained by the huge 
rooster. It was an exciting natural adventure on this beautiful 
farm.    

Chess 
 

Our boys participated in an Inter-School Chess Tournament last 
Friday afternoon. They did very well and came second in the A 
League losing to Bishops A.  
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Robin and the Sherwood Hoodies 
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Design and Technology 

Grade 3  
Mechanical  

Systems 
 

The boys have been experimenting with hydraulic systems. They 
were tasked to present a model of a security boom that would 
allow controlled access to the Eden Road Campus.  

Grade 4  
Electrical 
Systems 

 

Grade 4 learnt about electricity and how electrical components 
are connected to complete a circuit. They built their own desk 
lamp by connecting a plug, switch, wire and lamp holder so that 
the desk lamp turns on without creating a short circuit (explosion 
in their words).  
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Design and Technology 

Grade 5  
Electrical Systems 

 

Grade 5 has been building a motorised vehicle using a  
combination of mechanical and electrical systems. Their vehicles 
had to demonstrate joining techniques, which required extensive 
planning and patience in the building process.  

Grade 6 Electrical  
Systems & Impact 

on Technology 
 

Have you rushed for work and misplaced your keys, phone or wal-
let? This could cause anxiety and stress. The boys have been de-
veloping a prototype for what we call a "memory station", which 
houses items we commonly misplace. They now have to test them 
during the holidays and evaluate the success of the product when 
they return.  


