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Building Relationships between
Teachers and Parents
Last week, I wrote about the importance of teaching as a career.
This week, I would like to emphasise the importance of everyone
in our school community working together to best serve our boys’
education.
As you are well aware, respect is a core value at Wetpups and, as
such, this should be at the heart of parents, boys and teachers’
treatment of each other. When we engage respectfully, we are
acting in the best interest of our boys. As role models, it is
imperative that we - parents and teachers - model the type of
behaviour that we expect from our boys.

I think the following analogy describes this important interactive
relationship very well. A school is like a torch. The parents and
staff are the batteries, and the boys the light bulbs. In order for
the light bulbs (boys) to light up and shine brightly, the batteries
(parents and staff) need to be aligned properly - facing the same
way and assisting each other – so that the energy may pass
through the bulb. This alignment provides the energy, the source
of power, which enables the bulb to shine brightly, thus dispersing
the darkness. Let us all work together to make this school a
beacon of light – an environment wherein highly competent
teachers and passionate parents work together to inspire and
empower every boy to fulfil his God-given potential.
SIMON WEAVER & NANNA VAN ZYL

We are fortunate that we have both passionate and involved
parents and teachers, who are invested in our boys’ education.
Our parents have high expectations; they handpicked this school,
based on its excellent reputation, and pay high fees to ensure that
their boys receive the best possible education. We are fortunate
to have a team of well-qualified, experienced and dedicated
teachers who see teaching as a vocation – a calling. They are
generally individuals who are prepared to go well beyond the call
of duty to coach, champion and nurture every boy to bring out the
best in him. The bulk of their time is spent reflecting critically on
teaching practices and learning, so that they may continue to
improve and grow. As such, they thrive on and welcome any
feedback – positive or negative – as long as it is respectfully given.
As a community we should therefore buck the concerning trend
that has been a point of discussion amongst Heads and teachers
of late – the negative and derogatory view and treatment of
teachers and the teaching profession. This world-wide trend
results in a disconnect between teachers, parents and then
ultimately, the children, seeing that it is near impossible for a child
to receive tuition from a person who is discussed and viewed in a
derogatory light.

Would the real Wally please stand up! Mrs Yeo and the
Grade 2 boys as Wally on Readathon Book Character
Dress-Up Day

It is therefore of the utmost importance that both teachers and
parents think carefully about how they engage with each other,
and how they talk of each other, especially when difficult situations arise. Both parties should be understanding and empathetic
of the respective situations and challenges. As is so often the case,
it is not what we communicate, but how we communicate that
determines the outcome, resulting either in a breaking down of
trust, or a strengthening of relationships and improved
functionality.
We, as members of the Wetpups community, have a responsibility
to do all we can to ensure that the relationships between our
teachers and boys are optimal at all times. If we see others
engaging in negative and destructive interactions, we should have
the courage to get involved in service of the common goal – a
harmonious environment that allows our boys to self-actualise,
thrive and learn to the best of their ability.
Grades 3 - 7 Bandana Day
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A Painting for Miss Harris
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Well done to Sinjhun Cawse, who recently completed a beautiful
portrait painting of an isiXhosa lady for Miss Harris.
Sinjhun started the piece in his last term of Grade 6 and has been
working tirelessly on the painting this year. The painting was
framed this week and handed over to Miss Harris, who was
obviously very surprised and chuffed to receive the gift.
Well done Sinjhun!
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Harry Potter Pop-Up Corner
Daleen Verster-Cohen created a magical ‘Harry Potter Pop-Up
Corner’ in the Senior Library. She used all her creative skills to
make the books come alive. The boys love it!

Weekly Sports Wrap
Over the past two weeks the boys have enjoyed soccer against
Ronbebosch, The Grove and Bishops. The excitement amongst the
boys was at an all time high, which was great to see especially
before the school holidays.
This afternoon see us play out inter-house hockey at Herschel
followed by the winter sports braai.
Many thanks to all the parents for their support along the touchlines, squash courts and cross country tracks. It has been greatly
appreciated by the boys.
Next term’s summer sport timetable will start on Tuesday, 9
October, which is the first day back for Term 4.

Grades 3 to 7 Winter Sports Braai
This takes place on Friday, 21 September on the Mount Royal Field
from 17:00 to 19:00.
Fires will be lit for those who would like to braai their own meat.
Butlers Pizza will be on sale, prices range from R60 to R85.
Bootleggers will be selling coffee, tea and hot chocolate for R25
and banana bread at R20 per portion. They will accept Snapscan
and Zapper as well as cash. There will be a tuck shop and refreshments will be available.
We look forward to seeing you then.

Thought for the Week
“Are we controlled by our thoughts, or are we controlling our
thoughts?”
American teacher Raymond Holliwell (1900-1986)

Tuck Shop Order for Term 4
The Tuck Shop Order form for Term 4 is now online. If you would
like to order, please complete the online form and send it through
by MONDAY, 24 SEPTEMBER 2018.
The link is: http://bit.ly/tuck42018
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Grade R WPPS
Drive-in
The topic was Transport. Grade R spent a whole week
constructing and decorating their box cars for going to the "Drivein". On Friday the cars were finally ready. Armed with popcorn and
jelly beans, the boys "drove" their box cars to see the Dumbo
movie on the "big screen" in the Eden Road Hall.

Grade R Exploring
Shadows
Learning about the space, as well as time and measurement, the
Grade Rs discovered that their shadows change during the day.
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Grade 1 Stem
Project
The boys listened to the book Where the Wild Things Are.
In pairs the boys made a tent for Max who is a character in the
book using tissue paper, recyclable straws, cardboard paper, tin
foil & masking tape.

Grade 1 enjoying the new Number Sense Activities

Ben Osler, Grade 1 brought his tortoise in for a visit

Aiden Wood

Grade 1 Library Morning
Michael Lawson
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Grade 2 Readathon
Activities
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Grades 1 & 2 Library Morning
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Grade 3 Picnic with Herschel
The Grade 3s enjoyed a spring picnic with the Grade 3 Herschel
girls. They did a photo scavenger hunt in groups with iPads and
then shared biscuits and juices.
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Grade 5 Roald Dahl Day
The boys had a lot of fun dressed as their favourite character –
they spent time reading, playing games, drawing and enjoying a
remarkable feast organised by the moms. There were dahlicious
delights, bogtrotter cake, snozzcumber, cheese mice, chicken feet
pies, giant peach pops, chocolate fountains and every treat you
could imagine. Thank–you to all the moms, who went the extra
mile making it a special day.
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Heritage Day Celebrations
The Grade 7 Eco, Diversity and Outreach Committees joined forces
to present an assembly on Heritage Day. They focussed specifically
on the diversity of languages spoken in South Africa and our flag at
the symbolism of its colours.
We sang the National Anthem (which contains five of our official
languages) and jived around the hall to South African song,
Wamkelikile by Hotwater.
After assembly boys taught a lesson to the boys in Grades 3 - 5.
There is so much to love about our amazing country - enjoy
Heritage Day on Monday.
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Heritage Day Celebrations

celebrating life and learning

Noah Moore

William Summers
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