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The Most Important Job in the World 
 

I am very proud to call myself a teacher as I believe that I do the 
best, most important and most fulfilling job in the whole world.  
Why do I make this claim? 
 

Rebecca Barlow Jordan writes: 
“God understood our thirst for knowledge, and our need to be led 
by someone wiser; He needed a heart of compassion,  
encouragement and patience; someone who would accept the 
challenge regardless of the opposition; someone who could see 
potential and believe the best in others … so He made teachers.” 
 

Firstly, I believe that every child born into the world is made by 
God and given strengths and talents that can be used productively 
to make a meaningful difference for the world.  It is our honour 
and privilege as teachers to assist children in unlocking and finding 
these strengths and talents.  It is a wonderful thrill to witness a 
quiet boy, who does not shine in any particular field, suddenly 
come alive and light up the stage. What a joy it is to see a child 
singing a solo beautifully in the choir or witnessing children  
experience that “ah ha” moment in class.  These are moments we  
teachers cherish as we witness the unlocking of talent. 
 

As teachers, we also assist the children in our care to maximise 
their potential.  Working in primary schools is so rewarding as we 
see enormous growth and development as the children in our 
classes or teams become more proficient in whatever they are 
doing. The growth is often exponential and can be seen daily.  
How exciting is it to be a part of this? The fruit of our coaching, 
guiding and facilitating is very evident and so we get wonderful 
feedback on our input.    
 

Teachers are there to assist pupils to approach all they do with the 
correct attitude. As the saying goes “Your attitude determines 
your altitude”.  We need to help our children develop passion, 
motivation, perseverance and discipline so that they are able to 
achieve their God-given destinies. 
 

Many people choose jobs and careers where that they can obtain 
power and influence. Nowadays this power and influence is  
perceived to be best obtained by earning a great deal of money. 
However, teachers have an enormous amount of power and  
influence over the destiny of their pupils in their care. Teachers 
can inspire children to realise their dreams and become the best 
they can by what they say and do.  It is our aim to ensure that the 
children are inspired, encouraged and supported, so that they can 
realise their dreams. 
 

To illustrate this point, in 2009 I attended a conference in  
Birmingham during which a panel of three addressed us.  All three 
of the people on the panel were well-renowned and famous  
celebrities and, when asked what it was that was the most  
important factor in their success, each one of them indicated that 
a significant teacher or coach believed in them and believed they 
could do it even when they doubted themselves.  Giving pupils the 
self-belief to achieve great things is a power each teacher has.  

However, we also have the power to crush and destroy them and 
their aspirations.  We have a huge responsibility at all times to be 
aware of what we say and what we do with the children our care.   
 

A very important task we have as teachers is to instil in our youth 
the values and principles that will help to grow to be good and 
upstanding citizens of our country.  Currently, we are battling in 
South Africa with this key aspect as there is much violence, crime 
and abuse being perpetrated by many of our citizens.  If we are to 
stem this evil tide, teachers are going to have to work hard with 
the help of the rest of society to change this by instilling values 
such as respect, responsibility, integrity, compassion and courage.  
Once again we, as teachers, have a huge responsibility to instil 
these values by continuously talking about them and also living 
them through what we do.  We need to be role models to our 
children. 
 

I believe that the future of this country rests on the education of 
our youth.  As such, the role that our teachers will play in this is of 
huge importance.  We need committed, dedicated, empathic, 
compassionate, inspiring people to carry out this essential task. In 
essence, we need the best people in our society to do this job.  It 
is sad that many teachers in our country view the teaching profes-
sion as a job to be done, rather than a very important responsibil-
ity and a calling. It is also very depressing to see so many people 
persuading their children, who would and could be excellent 
teachers, to avoid teaching owing to the poor pay that teachers 
receive.  
 

As a society, we need to recognise and appreciate the enormous 
power and responsibility that our teachers have to transform our 
nation. We do not only help or save people as many other  
professions do, we are actually instrumental in making them who 
they ultimately become. To ensure that they become the best FOR 
the world, and that can become as God intended and so doing 
make a meaningful difference in our society, is an incredible task 
and responsibility.   
 

I am very proud and privileged to call myself a teacher. I love and 
am passionate about teaching.  It is a profession where one can 
really make a difference in the lives of others.  In my lifetime I will 
probably have had the opportunity of impacting some 4 000 pupils 
by the time I retire.  What an awesome responsibility!   
 

Teachers important? …  I think so. 
 

SIMON WEAVER 

Tuck Shop Order for Term 4 
 

The Tuck Shop Order form for Term 4 is now online. If you would 
like to order, please complete the online form and send it through 
by  MONDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 2018.   
 

The link is:  http://bit.ly/tuck42018  

http://bit.ly/tuck42018
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Thought for the Week 
 

“Stop acting as if life is a rehearsal. Live this day as if it were your 
last. The past is over and gone. The future is not guaranteed.” 
 

American self development writer Wayne Dyer (1940-2015) 

Eden Road Notes  
 

ONE WORLD, MANY STORIES 
Thank you so much for all of the support during this year's Reada-
thon. It has been a wonderful two weeks. We have had story eve-
nings, hot chocolate mornings, dress-up days, an Elmer day, a 
George's Amazing Adventure day, reading minutes, reading chal-
lenges and a book sale. We have all had so much fun. Thank you 
to the wonderful parents who made the hot chocolate. These 
mornings would not be possible without you.  
 

Please return all challenge cards on Monday, 17 September, so 
that the certificates can be awarded before the end of term.   
 

GRADE 2 JUDO MEDAL COMPETITION  
This has been postponed until Tuesday, 25 September, at 14:00. 
Parents are welcome to come and watch.  
 

AFTERCARE  
Parents are reminded please to call the Aftercare directly after 
12:30 on 081 497 6347.  
 

SPORT & EXTRAMURALS 
No cap, no play! Please remember to apply sunscreen regardless 
of the weather. 
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Grade 1 enjoying the new Number Sense Mosaic Puzzle 

Grade 1 Magic Milk - how fat molecules in milk 
are affected by dishwashing liquid 

Pre-Prep  
Dress-Up Day 

Bandana Day 

Boys are welcome to wear their bandanas to school on Friday, 21 
September, in support of The Sunflower Fund. This organisation 
does fantastic work educating and registering blood stem cell  
donors onto the South African Bone Marrow Registry; they also 
fundraise to cover tissue typing costs. Every bandana purchased 
(which can be bought from Pick 'n Pay for R30) offers hope to 
patients suffering from life-threatening blood disorders like  
leukaemia.  
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Inter-House Cross Country 
Click here to view more photographs https://bit.ly/2MlYLrh 

https://bit.ly/2MlYLrh
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Michael Lawson Aiden Wood 

Junior Art 
The boys have had the opportunity to explore different topics re-
lated to their class themes. Using a variety of different media has 
given them the skills to work with texture and art materials that 
they have not used before. 
 

It has been great fun observing these projects and seeing the boys' 
creativity grow. 

Grade 1  
Theme:  Egypt 
Topic:   Scarab beetle using black koki, metallic pastels and ink. 

Grade 3 
Theme:  Cape Town  
Topic:   St James Beach using different media. Pencil work, wax 
   colours, water colour paint, sand and colourful wooden 
   sticks. 

Grade 2 
Theme:  Knights and Castles 
Topic:   Castles using newspaper, black koki, magazine strips 
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Grade 4 Tea Party with Support Staff 
The Grade 4 boys hosted our Ground and  
Kitchen staff to a birthday Tea Party  in the  
Centenary Pavilion.  
 

The focus was to build relationships and to 
acknowledge and show appreciation of these 
staff members. 
 

The boys learnt important life skills like making 
friends, working in a team, planning an event, 
and being considerate hosts to ensure that their 
guests enjoyed this special event.  
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Junior Ensemble Music Concert 
Congratulations to all the boys who took part in the Junior  
Ensemble Music Concert this week. The boys performed brilliantly 
to an appreciative and full audience. The Junior Ensembles have 
worked very well this year and the standard of playing was higher 
than in the past.  
 

We are very proud of what these boys have achieved.  
 

Click here to view more photographs https://bit.ly/2MomjLQ 

https://bit.ly/2MomjLQ
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Grade 1 Library 
Morning 

Grade R Library 
Morning 
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Grade 2 Library 
Morning 

Grade 2 Story 
Evening 
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Grades 4 - 7 Photography 

Zuhayr Mohamood 

Jean du Toit 

William Summers 

Jack  Ørts-Hansen 

Jack Hibling 

Adam Buckham 

Noah Moore 
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TICKET SALES 
 

Our school production Robin and the Sherwood Hoodies will be performed on Wednesday, 26 and Thursday, 27 September at 18:30 in 
the Stansbury Hall. 
 

Tickets will be on sale in the Newlands Road Office from Tuesday, 18 September. Tickets cost R50 for adults and R30 for scholars.  
Payment may be debited to your school account or via EFT (please bring proof of payment) with reference ’Surname and Play’. 
 

To avoid disappointment, get your tickets next week! 


