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Embrace New Beginnings, Focus on 
the Process, and Finish Well 

 

Pupils are taught early in school that when writing an essay there 
needs to be an introduction, a body and a conclusion. This is a 
simple, yet profound, analogy for the way we ought to live. A 
punchy start that has everyone gripped with wonder, a coherent 
and well-developed middle, and a profound end that is worthy of 
the beginning and middle. I write this specifically for the boys of 
the school. Some are at the beginning - punch hard; some are in 
the middle - develop coherently well; and some are at the end - is 
your ending worthy of the journey and people whose hearts you 
captured?  
 

Punching hard isn’t about volume, but about impact. Truth has the 
greatest impact. Therefore, be true to who you are. As you look to 
create who you are, be true to those around you and those who 
are investing in you.  Be true to what you know to be right. Unless 
you are true, you are actually fake.  
 

Then take time to develop. Not everything is as critical as it seems. 
The beauty about time is that you cannot waste it in advance. The 
next year, the next day, the next hour is lying ready for you, as 
perfect, as unspoiled, as if you had never wasted or misapplied a 
single moment in all your life. You can turn over a new leaf every 
hour if you choose. The education you will receive from Wetpups 
is what you remember when you have forgotten all that you have 
learnt. Since that is so, what should you develop and keep from 
your time at school? In every circumstance in life you are either 
leaders or followers. This happens whether we like it or not. It is a 
decision to be made. For a person to say that I am neither a leader 
nor follower is a decision. For a person to say “I will not decide” is 
a decision. For those who wait to be swept up in the flow, it is still 
a decision. It is in everyone’s best interest, therefore, to decide 
intentionally, purposefully. If you would like to lead, ask yourself if 
you are prepared to carry the weight of responsibility of having 
other people follow you. If you would like to follow, ask yourself 
how much you value yourself in deciding who to follow. Develop 
the worthy aspects of leading and following.  
 

For those at the end. There is nothing enlightening nor worthy in 
simply fading. Your end needs to give honour to the way you have 
developed. Ending is about being true to all that you have claimed 
you were or claim to be. At the time of reading this newsletter, 
you have not ended. Ending is not a process, it is in an instant. In 
one instant you can lose the essence of the entire ‘essay’ - the 
entire self. Everything hinges on the ending. Even if you did not 
begin well, the end can make up for it. However, the converse is 
not as true. No matter how well you began, it is the end that now 
matters. Finish well! 
 

WAYNE NAIDOO 

Weekly Sports Wrap 
 

CRICKET 
The second week of cricket fixtures against Sweet Valley produced 
an improved set of results, as the boys managed to get rid of the 
winter rust. All teams can be proud of the character they showed 
in some testing conditions out in the summer heat. 
 

Our U12A team played host to the touring Lambrook School from 
the UK, and gained valuable experience about how foreign schools 
play the game. A special thanks to all the parents who assisted 
with hosting the Lambrook boys. 
 

This weekend sees our first round of Saturday fixtures against 
Rondebosch, with the exception of the U11A team. Good luck to 
all the players.  
 

Next week sees another busy week for the boys, with a full round 
of fixtures against our traditional boys’ school rivals. 
 

SWIMMING 
Yesterday, the swimmers participated in a much anticipated gala 
which was hosted by Bishops. It was a combined A/B gala due to 
the short term and the drought from the first season. The boys 
have put in some great work in the pool and were rewarded with 
some wonderful results. Well done to all the boys who participat-
ed. Next week we will be hosting the C league gala, which will be 
the final gala of the year. 
 

WATER POLO 
The U10 sides got off to a good start playing some incredible 
attacking water polo. The A side did particularly well to come back 
in the fourth chukka from a level standing. The U12B, U11A and 
U11B sides played some tough games against quality opposition, 
but showed resilience and grit during the exchange. 
 

The U13B side found themselves in a very close encounter in what 
turned out to be a thrilling game of water polo. The U13A side 
played great polo against a strong Rondebosch side, defending 
well for the majority of the game. The pressure eventually showed 
in the final two chukkas, where uncharacteristic goals slipped in. 
 

The U12A side participated in a U13A festival at Cannons Creek 
playing many schools’ first sides. Notable games were the tight 
battles with  Rondebosch, Bishops U12 and Wynberg first teams. 
Well done on an outstanding effort. Best of luck this afternoon 
against Bishops. 
 

TENNIS 
The tennis season started off with much excitement. Both junior 
and senior teams have started to play their championship match-
es, which have produced some nail-biting rallies. 
 

All teams played their first fixtures for the season. U11B played 
Wynberg and did very well, winning all their matches. With a few 
injuries, some of our teams have challenging matches. However, 
the U13C and D teams earned some impressive results and won all 
of their matches.  
 

Well done to all the tennis teams and good luck for next week’s 
fixtures. 
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Thought for the Week 
 

"Lead by example with hope, not fear.” 
 

Former American First Lady Michelle Obama 

Music Demos and Music Lessons  
2019 

 

All boys from Grades 1 to 5 attended music demos this week. They 
were shown what instruments are on offer for them to learn. 
Teachers gave information on each of the instruments and played 
a few pieces along with some boys to demonstrate them. Please 
talk to your son and find out if there are any instruments that he is 
interested in learning next year.  
 

Boys who are already learning musical instruments should stick 
with their current instrument/s and not change instruments as it 
would mean that they would have to start from scratch again. 
Boys may do a maximum of two instruments, but may add African 
marimbas as an extra. 
 

A letter with more information about instruments on offer to each 
grade and fees for 2019 will be sent out shortly. 

Wetpups Golf  Day  
 
We are most grateful to all who were involved with our very suc-
cessful annual golf day.  
 

The funds raised contribute greatly towards our Wetpups Scholar-
ship Fund, which supports boys on scholarships from Grades 4 to 
7. We are very proud to be able to give an opportunity to these 
worthy boys, and hope that they in turn go on to make a  
difference in their community and in the world.  
 

We are most grateful to our guest speaker, Brandon Christians 
(alumni 2005) who spoke so passionately about having had the 
opportunity to be awarded a Wetpups scholarship in Grade 4, and 
how it made such a huge difference to his life. 
 

Thank you very much to the fundraising team, the donors of priz-
es, the sponsors, the golfers who participated, the people who 
supported our online auction and to Citadel, our headline sponsor. 
 
 
 



On Wednesday, the Grade 1s visited the T-bag Design Shop in Hout Bay. The boys have been collecting teabags and 
teabag boxes throughout the year. It was a great opportunity for them to see where their teabags are going and what 
they are being used for. They enjoyed watching some of the artistic processes involved in creating various items using 
teabags, and were surprised to learn that the teabags come not only from the Wetpups boys, but from people all over 
the world. 

Grade 1 T-Bag Design Shop Outing 
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Grade R Intaka Island Outing 

Last Friday, the Grade Rs went on an exciting outing to Intaka  
Island. They explored a variety of medicinal plants growing 
on the island. They then had the opportunity to listen to and 
spot some of the many birds that have made Intaka (Bird) 
Island their home. They also went on a boat ride all around 
the island.  
 
Intaka Island is a beautiful place to be and a wonderful place 
to explore.  
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