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From the Headmaster’s Desk 
 
Our term is now well under way as we began our cricket fixtures 
this week. Our first team water polo played in a tournament at 
SACS this last weekend and, although they started slowly, they 
ended very well showing true grit and resilience in their play. The 
character of Jock of the Bushveld was clearly on display for all to 
see; our boys played with great courage and determination. 
 

On Friday afternoon, the teachers broke the ice with the staff 
from Zonnebloem in our joint staff development. We had a great 
deal of fun getting to know each other. We are hoping that this is 
the beginning of a mutually beneficial relationship between the 
two schools. 
 

Awards at WPPS 
 

We have spent some time talking about, and debating, our awards 
at Wetpups and how we should be approaching them. After much 
thought and differing input from our staff, we have now come up 
with guidelines for awards at Wetpups that we would like to share 
with you. This does have some impact on our end-of-year prize 
giving, as we will be making the changes this year. You will notice 
that the changes are not fundamental changes, but rather so that 
the awards we make are aligned with that which we are trying to 
achieve as a school. 
 
For the Policy on Awards and Prizes, please see page 2. 
 

SIMON WEAVER 

Staff  Development  
with Zonnebloem 

 

Last week the WPPS teaching staff spent an enjoyable Friday after-
noon getting to know the staff of Zonnebloem Boys’ Primary 
School.  
 

The aim of this afternoon was for the teachers to interact in a re-
laxed environment so that we can create opportunities for interac-
tion between our boys. 
 

The teachers participated in a "photohunt" and could be seen rac-
ing around the school taking photos of their groups in strange plac-
es. Among the cues they were given to follow were the following: 
"how did we all fit in there", "team selfie", "flying a paper aero-
plane". We are looking forward to many such interactions with our 
friends from Zonnebloem in the future. 

End of  Year Prize Giving 
 

Please note that the Final Assembly for the Junior Prep (Grades 1 
to 3) will take place at 08:30 on Wednesday, 5 December. The 
boys will go back to class after the ceremony, and may be fetched 
from school at the normal pick up time.  
 

The Pre-Prep and Junior Prep will close for the end of year at their 
normal pick-up time on Wednesday, 5 December. 
 

The Senior Prep (Grades 4 to 7) will have the Grade 7 Valedictory 
and Prize Giving on Thursday, 6 December at 09:00. Thereafter the 
school will close at 11.30 for the December school holidays.  
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Policy on Awards and Prizes at WPPS 
 
Introduction 
 

Awards and prizes are given to boys to recognise them for progress, attitude, and excellence in the many various pursuits that are on 
offer at WPPS. In the handing out of these awards, we need to be aware of our vision and mission as a school. It is important for us to 
concentrate on encouraging and empowering our boys to fulfill our overall school objectives. Furthermore, our goal through our award 
system is to develop a growth mindset in each of our boys and to encourage intrinsic motivation. 
 

In keeping with these objectives, prizes and awards will be designed to acknowledge the following: 

 Perseverance, grit and resilience 

 Solutionary thinking 

 Critical thinking and problem solving 

 Working co-operatively and collaboratively 

 Reaching out to others with compassion 

 Showing manners and respect 

 Demonstrating progress and development 

 Standing up courageously for what is right and just 

 Developing intrinsic motivation through the growth in personal excellence 

 Displaying transformational leadership and service 
 

In the process of consolidating and aligning our prizes and awards to reflect our goals and aspirations as a school, we need not only to 
recognise the top performers, but also to recognise the importance of the process and the boys’ attitude. It should be pointed out that 
success not only comes from talent, but also from attitude as reflected in perseverance, grit, discipline, determination,  
organisation and hard work. Furthermore, at WPPS we try to instil our core values of respect, integrity, courage, compassion, humility 
and accountability so that our boys are not only able to become successful, but also significant, so that they will be able to make a  
meaningful difference in our broken world. This means that all these aspects need to be recognised and encouraged.  
 

Process of Handing out Awards 
 

It is very important that recognition and awards are given shortly after the event. This means that we should not be waiting for Prize 
Giving to hand out prizes and trophies; as soon as an event occurs, the prize/s will be awarded. 
 

Sports Awards 
 

In the consolidation of the many sports awards we have adapted two awards for each sport and each age group: 

 Player of the Year: this is awarded to the boy who best demonstrates the values of the school on the sports field. 

 Most Improved Player: this is awarded to a boy who had made the most progress in that sport during the season. 

 These awards will be given out at the end of each sporting season. 
 

Additionally, each age group Victor Ludorum will be awarded a trophy for athletics, swimming and cross country. These trophies will be 
presented at the conclusion of each event. 
 

All other sports awards will be given out at the end of the respective seasons. 
 

Prize Giving 
 

We believe that Prize Giving is the opportunity for the school to recognise and thank the Grade 7 boys for all they have done for the 
school. This means that only Grade 7 boys will be given prizes at our annual Prize Giving. 
 

Each boy at WPPS will have made a contribution, done well in an area of expertise, or found an area of passion and would therefore 
need to be recognised for this. If this is not the case, then we as a school have failed in our education of the boys. Every boy in Grade 7 
will at least receive a certificate recognising their special contribution.  
 

In addition, all the subject prizes and other accolades will be given to the boys at the same time as receiving their certificate of  
recognition. 
 

Awards for Academics 
 

Boys in Grades 4 to 6 will be awarded certificates acknowledging their excellence in their academics. All those achieving an average of 
85% or above will receive a certificate.  This average is obtained from a weighted average taking Maths x2, English x2, Afrikaans or 
isiXhosa, History, Geography and Science.  
 

Those getting a full house of ‘A’ symbols for effort, will be presented with a Certificate of Effort. 
 

These awards will be handed to the boys at the final assembly at the end of each semester. 
 

Those boys who are able to improve their average by 5% or more from the first semester to the second semester will also be given a 
certificate in acknowledgement. 
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Boys have been giving up their spare time to sandpaper the names 
off pencils generously donated by LOVE LETTERS STATIONERY. 
These will be placed in packs along with notebooks and given to 
Ons Plek, a residential Child and Youth Care Centre in Cape Town, 
which specialises in developmental and therapeutic intake ser-
vices for girls who have lived, worked or begged on the streets of 
Cape Town.  
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Thought for the Week 
 

“And you can always, always, give kindness.” 
 

Dutch Holocaust victim Anne Frank (1929-1945) 

Weekly Sports Wrap 
 

GENERAL 

We are in the process of re-doing the Douglas Murray Field. A 
borehole and astro cricket pitch have been installed and we are 
close to reseeding the outfield. Unfortunately, this has caused 
some congestion from a fields perspective for the cricketers, and 
your understanding will be greatly appreciated. 
 

Please remind your son that whatever sport he chose in the first 
term, needs to be replicated in the fourth term. The reason for 
this is that we have entered teams based on the numbers of  
players we had in Term 1, and the various unions that schedule 
our fixtures use these numbers to allocate us our fixtures. The 
second reason for this is the element of making a commitment to 
a team or a specific sporting code. 
 
CRICKET 
This past week saw us play our first round of fixtures against Sun 
Valley, Bishops and Wynberg Boys’. The boys seemed a little rusty 
after the long winter season and will hopefully improve as the 
term goes on.  
 

Special mention must be made of the U12C team for a superb 
game. The positive spirit and the manner in which the boys  
conducted themselves was wonderful to watch. Tomorrow sees 
our 1st XI take on Kenridge Primary at home, which will be a very 
competitive game.  
 

Next week’s fixtures will predominantly be against Sweet Valley as 
well as a touring school, Lambrook Preparatory, from the UK, who 
will play our U12A team on Wednesday. All the best to the boys 
playing. 
 

SWIMMING 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to Swimlab Aquatic 
Academy into our aquatic programme. They will be assisting the 
boys, as well as the coaches, in getting the boys up to speed for 
the upcoming galas. Stephan Joseph will be the coach this season 
and has extensive experience and knowledge; he coached in New 
Zealand for 11 years and has already formulated an exciting  
programme for our boys. We will be having a combined A/B-
league gala on Thursday, 25 October at Bishops, and will be 
hosting the C-league gala on Thursday, 1 November. We look for-
ward to seeing our swimmers finally competing in the pool. 
 

WATER POLO 

The 1st team participated in the SACS tournament last weekend. 
They had a tough start playing some of the top ranked sides, 
suffering a few heavy losses in the first four games. They showed 
enormous courage and grit to fight back in the final six games, 
only losing one encounter to Reddam, a semi-final team, 2-0. We 
are enormously proud of these young men. They were outstand-
ing ambassadors for the school, both in and out the pool. 

Christmas Market Music 
 

10:00 - 10:15  Grade N Boys Singing 
10:20 - 10:50  Junior Wind Band  
10:50 - 11:15  Junior String Orchestra 
11:15 - 11:35  Grade 5 Rock Bands 
11:35 - 11:50  Junior Choir 
11:50 - 12:00  Grade 6 Rock Band 
12:00 - 12:20  African Marimba Band  
12:20 - 12:40  Senior Choir 
12:40 - 13:10  Senior String Orchestra 
13:10 - 13:50  Senior Wind Band 

Alexander McIvor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Friday Alexander McIvor took part in the Kaapse Afrikaanse 
Eisteddfod. He received a silver medal for the top pianist in the  
10-year-old category.  He also received an additional award, a gold 
medal for the top piano performer in the broader 6 -10  year  
category. Well done, Alex! 
 

Thomas Saul 

Thomas Saul and Aaron have been riding at The Bike Park at 
Constantia Uitsig since the days of the containers, and have 
been more than regulars through all the construction and 
changes. They are often there, rain or shine, for hours on end, 
just riding and even building on the track. Their riding has pro-
gressed to impressive levels and a friendship has been formed 
from a mutual passion. 



After hearing about Typhoon Manghut in Hong Kong we experi-
mented with different types of flood barriers -  sponges, towels, 
serviettes, tissues, roller towels, scourers and cotton wool.  

Eden Road Notes 
 

JUNIOR PREP PLAY DRESS REHEARSAL  
This will take place on Monday, 19 November, from 11:00 - 12:00 
in the Stansbury Hall on the Newlands Road Campus. We invite all 
grandparents, au pairs and domestics to attend. There is no 
charge. Tea and coffee will be served.  
 

TICKETS FOR PLAY EVENINGS  
Please note that tickets for Tuesday, 20 November at 18:30 and 
Wednesday, 21 November at 18:30, will only be available as from 
Monday, 29 October. These may be collected from DJ at Eden 
Road office, there is no charge. The amount of tickets per family 
per night still to be advised. Watch this space! 

Grade 1R Flood 
Barriers 

After reading Where the Wild Things Are the boys decided to make 
a tent for Max, a character in the book. They worked in pairs and 
used kebab sticks, straws, cardboard, tissue paper, foil and tape. 
The boys produced some lovely tents and enjoyed working in pairs.  

Grade 1B Stem  
Activity 
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Grade 1 Sound Experiment 
The Grade 1s have been learning about sound and how it travels 
by vibrations. They made tin can phones and then went outside in 
pairs to see how it worked. They discovered that the sound of their 
voices makes the string vibrate, carrying the sound to their friend’s 
ear. Apart from untangling many knotted phones, great fun was 
had by all. A boy was even head saying, “Ah we have connected to 
WiFi.” 
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The Grade 3s are making kindness rocks. We are then going to 
write positive and happy messages on them and put them in public 
places for other people to find. We hope that by doing this we will 
spread some kindness into our community.  

Grade 1 Popcorn  
Experiment 

The Grade 1s discovered a fascinating result when doing a popcorn 
experiment. They added popcorn kernels to a jar of water, stirred 
it, then added bicarbonate of soda and lastly vinegar. Due to the 
bicarbonate and vinegar reaction the popcorn kernels hopped up 
and down for an hour.  

Grade 3 Rocks 
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Last Friday, our Grade 5s visited the Strauss and Co art auction 
exhibition at the Vineyard Hotel. The boys viewed a collection of 
paintings, sculptures, jewellery and furniture worth over  
R50 million rand, which was auctioned the following week.  
 

Strauss and Co kindly organised a fun activity for our boys to famil-
iarise themselves with the artwork by identifying the various artists 
whose work was on display. The Grade 5s loved the outing and 
learned a great deal about the value of art and antiques. Many 
thanks to the Sandri family who helped organise the outing. 

Grade 5 Strauss and Co Art Auction Visit 



The Hutchinson boys participated in an experiential team-building 
exercise. They were separated into their family groups and in-
structed to build human pyramids on the Mount Royal. They had 
to experiment to find the most effective configuration for their 
pyramids.  
 

In the conversation that followed, we discussed what determined 
the strength of the pyramids, and what would happen if a group 
had a weak brick at any particular level. A weak brick was a person 
who could not hold the weight and kept collapsing. They discov-
ered that if each level of the pyramid was strong, it created the 
foundation on which to build the next level. The strength and sta-
bility of each brick, determined the strength of the pyramid, ulti-
mately showing how important it is to have a strong foundation, 
not only with pyramids, trees or buildings, but in life too.  
 

We will continue to discuss what makes a strong 'human founda-
tion' in our next house meeting.  

Hutchinson Pyramids 
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