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From the Headmaster’s Desk 
 
We are hurtling along to the end of the year with just one term to 
go before we wrap up 2018, and we say our final farewells to the 
Grade 7 boys. The short holiday seems to have come and gone in a 
flash as we now face the challenges of the final eight weeks. I trust 
that everyone has been able to catch their breaths. 
 

We welcome back the six boys, Mr Naidoo and Mr Adams who 
went on exchange to Shrewsbury School, located just outside 
London. By all accounts they had a wonderful two weeks soaking 
up a different culture and schooling experience. We trust that Mr 
Naidoo and Mr Adams have returned with many new ideas and 
perspectives that they will then share with the staff. The boys will 
also share their experiences with the rest of the school. This  
exchange provides a wonderful opportunity for Wetpups to learn 
about education in a different context and for us to benchmark 
ourselves against schools in the UK. The two teachers, who  
accompany the boys, visit as many schools as they can to  
investigate a particular aspect of education that they share with 
the school and the Board on their return. We look forward to 
hearing about their adventures and their perspectives. 
 

At the end of last term, Wetpups put on an outstanding school 
play. Sixty-five boys from Grades 4 to 7 were involved in a very 
funny and entertaining production called Robin and the Sherwood 
Hoodies. The boys acted, sang and danced superbly, and I was 
amazed at the talent that was evident on the night. The whole 
production was an outstanding success. 
 

At the end of last term, I wrote a letter about the importance of 
parents and staff working together for the benefit of the boys. 
What really struck me about the play was that it was clear that 
this is exactly what happened. There was a fabulous synergy that 
developed between all those involved resulting in a memorable 
production. This was teamwork at its best, where the whole  
became far greater than the sum of the different parts. The boys 
grew in confidence and some realised that they had talent for the 
stage, which should be further explored and exploited. We would 
like to thank all those who assisted in making this production the 
huge success it was. However, the two leaders, Nanna van Zyl and 
Ryan Geddes need to be thanked and recognised for how they 
brought all the different parts together to produce this excellent 
play. Very well done to all the boys, staff and parents for all their 
contributions to a great team effort.  
 

The renovations to the Douglas Murray Field are continuing. The 
borehole and tanks are now in for the irrigating the field, and the 
electricity has been connected. During the holiday, the concrete 
pitch was laid and a new container for storage was acquired and 
strategically placed. We are now proceeding with grassing the 
field. We are hoping that the field will be ready for playing on at 
the beginning of next year. These alterations will add  a great deal 
to our sporting facilities at Wetpups, and will also assist with sport 
for Claremont High.  

The Board has taken the decision to heat the water polo pool. All 
arrangements have now been made, however, we have decided 
to install the new system in July next year, so that we can take 
advantage of heating the pool during August and September. If we 
put it in now, we will only start to use it next year and, with a  
warranty on the equipment being held for a year, it would be far 
better to install it and run it right away for some months. We are 
proceeding with purchasing blankets for the two pools to retain 
heat and  stop evaporation. 
 

We continue our theme for the year following the Fruits of the 
Spirit as taken from Galatians, Chapter 5. We have already dealt 
with love, joy, peace, patience, kindness and goodness. The last 
two for the year will be faithfulness and gentleness. There are 
nine fruits of the spirit, the last one being self-control. This fruit, 
we have endeavoured to weave into all we have done throughout 
the year, as we believe it is the one that sets the foundation for 
the others. During assemblies and family group meetings, we will 
consider the implications of living lives with faithfulness and  
gentleness. These two fruits seem to be particularly relevant as we 
as a country deal with child and women abuse. 
 

As we rush headlong towards the end of the year, let us learn 
from our play production and work together with synergy so that 
we experience more moments where the whole is greater than 
the sum of its parts, and have truly significant events and  
experiences to remember forever.  
 
SIMON WEAVER 

Partners 
 

I dreamed I stood in a studio, 
And watched two sculptors there. 

The clay they used was a child’s mind, 
And they fashioned it with care.  

 

One was a teacher; the tools he used, 
Were books and music and art. 

One, a parent with guiding hands, 
A gentle and loving heart. 

 

Day after day the teacher toiled, 
With a touch both deft and skilled. 
The parents laboured side by side, 

And all the values filled. 
 

And when at last their task was done, 
They looked at what they’d wrought.  

The beautiful shape of the precious child, 
Could neither be sold or bought. 

 

And each agreed it would have failed, 
If one had worked alone, 

For behind the parent, stood the school, 
And behind the teacher, home. 

 

Author Unknown 
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Senior Citizens Matinée 
 

This year, the matinée for senior citizens will be an Afternoon of 
Music to be held on Tuesday, 30 October 2018. We invite senior 
citizens from a number of different homes in the Southern  
Suburbs. For most of these senior citizens this event is often the 
only outing that they go on each year!  
 

Lifts 
WPPS mothers provide transport to, and from, the school for 
some of our guests. We would like to arrange drivers now and 
would be most grateful if you could volunteer. If you are able to 
help on that afternoon, please email Karen Jenkins  
jenkins@wpps.org.za  
 

As a driver, you would need to collect folk to drop them off at the 
school by 13:45, and then fetch them again at about 15:45 to re-
turn them home. 
 

If you have been a driver before, please indicate this and whether 
you would be available to go to the same place again. 
 

Thank you in advance for your assistance. 
 

Eats 
Traditionally, our WPPS mothers have assisted us by supplying a 
plate of either sweet or savoury bite-sized treats.  
 

If you can help, please could you deliver these to the kitchen on 
the morning of Tuesday, 30 October. Please do not send items 
that need to be heated.  

Thought for the Week 
 

“When you arise in the morning, think of what a precious privilege 
it is to be alive; to breathe, to think, to enjoy, to love.” 
 

“Meditations” by Roman emperor Marcus Aurelius (AD 121-180) 

WPPS Golf  Day Online Auction 
 

We invite you to join our online auction which closes on Thursday, 
18 October at 19:00. Highest bid becomes the reserve price at the 
live auction at Steenberg Golf Club on Friday, 19 October at 19:00. 
 

All proceeds raised go towards the Scholarship Fund. Please click 
here https://wpps.org.za/golf-day-auction/ to place a bid on our 
exciting items! Terms and conditions apply. 

Feedback on Framework Planning  
 

CCNIA Architects have now completed their framework planning 
exercise and have been feeding back to the staff, Board, boys 
and the Building Committee.  
 

We would like you to have an opportunity to engage with them. 
This will take place at 08:15 on Wednesday, 17 October, before 
the Class Reps Meeting, and we encourage you to come and hear 
about our plans for the future at Wetpups.  

Communication to Parents 
 

As from this term, we have made a decision that all communica-
tion to parents will be sent via the WPPS App. We believe that this 
is the most suitable medium to communicate all that is happening 
at the school. We hope that this will mean that you will not have 
to resort to Whatsapp groups for information.  
 

We trust that this will assist with the communication at the school 
in that all information can be found in one place. 

mailto:jenkins@wpps.org.za
https://wpps.org.za/golf-day-auction/
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Here Comes the Sun… 
 
 

Summer is on its way, and the UV index is already showing an 
increase in the intensity of radiation levels. While a balance of 
ultraviolet radiation exposure is important (ensuring adequate 
uptake of Vitamin D - essential for healthy bones and muscles), 
over-exposure can cause sunburn, skin and eye damage and skin 
cancer. Please support us in teaching our boys sensible sun behav-
iour. 
 

Throughout the year, the “No cap, No play” rule applies at school. 
From September through to May, especially, kindly ensure that 
sunscreen has been applied in the morning before your boys are 
dropped off. They must also have their own sunscreen in their 
bags for them to reapply regularly during the course of the day. 
The school offices on both campuses will maintain a stock of SPF 
30 broad spectrum, water resistant sunscreen for use in the event 
a boy forgets his own. 

Joseph Oelz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joseph has been competing in the SA Nationals Junior Max Com-
petition throughout the year.  This is his rookie year, and he has 
achieved second place overall in SA amongst boys who are older 
than he is.  
 

He will be representing SA in the Golden Trophy Race in Belguim 
in November. We wish him all the best! 

Eden Road Notes 
 

REMINDER 
Please notify the office for any change of address or contact  
details, to keep our records updated. 
 

SPORT & EXTRAMURALS  
NO CAP, NO PLAY! Please remember to apply sunscreen  
regardless of the weather. 

Operation Smile 
 

WPPS helps OPERATION SMILE to change lives 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Grier, an Old Boy and pioneer for Operation Smile and Miles 
for Smiles has helped to change many lives. The Operation Smile 
team of medical volunteers is ready to perform cleft lip and palate 
surgery on children all around the world. You can make a  
difference.  
 

The next mission will be taking place in Koforidua, in Ghana, from 
the 24 October to 3 November. It takes as little as R5 500 and as 
little as 45 minutes to provide a bright, beautiful, new smile and 
an even brighter future to a child born with a cleft lip or cleft  
palate. 
 

Patients and their guardians wait in queues for hours during the 
mission. In the first two days, patients need to have a medical 
assessment in hope of receiving a life-changing surgery. The Stu-
dent Sponsor team educates and entertains the children and their 
families through each step of the mission – medical assessments, 
pre-op, post-op. They teach them about dental health, how to 
treat burns, and other important health lessons. 
 

We need your help to collect toys and equipment to help them 
put a smile on their faces! 
 

Please give whatever you can to support the Student Sponsor 
Team. We are looking for the following: bubbles, colouring books, 
crayons, marker pens, coloured paper, tennis balls, soft bouncy 
balls, squishy toys with flashing lights, fun stickers, puzzles, blan-
kets and more. 
 

Please send your donation of toys and equipment to Mrs Wilter by 
Friday, 19 October 2018. 
 

If you would prefer to raise funds and donate money to this cause, 
you can make a donation to the Give ‘n Gain project: https://
www.givengain.com/ap/opsmileghana/    

https://www.givengain.com/ap/opsmileghana/
https://www.givengain.com/ap/opsmileghana/
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Winter Sports Prize Winners 

Furry Friday Fun 
 

In keeping in line with being true ambassadors for our friends at the SPCA, our Pre-Prep boys decided to participate in International Animal 
Awareness Week, by enjoying a Furry Friday picnic during the last week of the third term.  
 

We are extremely proud of the incredible contribution made by our boys and their parents to help build such an enormous Pet Food Pyra-
mid. Thank you, and well done on being such superb Ani-Pals! 
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