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When dealing with administrative portfolios within a school
system, we often lose sight of the major focus. Each and every
case, however, remains the same - the boys. As a result, we
sometimes neglect the many positives that occur on a daily basis,
in the classrooms, during assemblies and on the playground. One
such positive example, is the Grade 7 boys in the Inclusivity and
Awareness committee, who have spent the majority of the year
striving to gain a deeper understanding of what diversity really
entails, and learning teaching techniques with which to engage
the student body and present a message of genuine empathy,
tolerance and respect.

they shift as we learn and grow, and the boys need to remember
that they always have choices.
This was the first year we have attempted a pilot project of this
nature, and I am incredibly proud of what the boys have learned
and achieved in their time. As they described their experiences to
the parent and staff inclusivity committee, the value of such a
programme became abundantly clear, where the boys truly encompassed the values of the school and took a step closer to becoming relevant and responsible solutionaries of tomorrow. This is
but one small example of many outstanding initiatives happening
in the school. Through outreach, eco, sports and more, the school
and boys are thriving as a result of the new leadership system, and
I foresee only positives as it develops further in the future.
RYAN GEDDES

We began our sessions with discussions about diversity: what it
entails, how it affects us at school, the impact it has on the greater
social sphere, as well as what they could potentially do to create a
more aware and proactive school environment. They collaborated
in teams, and decided they wanted to use their knowledge to
educate the boys in the younger grades, particularly Grade 4, and
also present a message to the school. This took an enormous
amount of self-discipline and diligence, as they were often left to
present independently and, in so doing, increasing their
experiential learning in the process.
The boys’ first lesson saw them teach the Grade 4s about how we
are both different and the same. Diversity is not restricted to the
accustomed differences highlighted in modern times, such as race,
religion and gender, which are often the catalysts for conflict in
conversations. They shed clarity on the fact that our differences
and commonalities are both visible and invisible, and that what
we see above the surface is minimal to that which is lying
beneath. This taught the learners and the facilitators the
importance of respect within a diverse group, and to listen
authentically to everyone's point of view. More importantly,
co-operation, turn-taking and appropriate responses led to an
honest sharing of views and experiences within a safe
environment.
Subsequently, the group presented its findings and own
observations to the school in a thought-provoking and expressive
assembly, which had the boys engaged and actively listening to
their peers. This was a shining light for the team, as they work
incredibly well together. Through their performance, they
displayed the very values and lessons they were trying to teach.
Their second lesson focused on how we have multiple identities
and that different factors such as race, gender, sports teams and
many others contribute. Some identities are more important than
others and change over time; some we can choose and others we
cannot, but it is vital to recognise that in either case any given
identity can create both positive and negative life experiences.
Through the identification of their own top identities, the boys
discovered that they are much more. Our identities are merely
roles we play at different times in our lives. They are not fixed,

Sabina Tamboer

It is with deep sadness that we inform you of the untimely death
of Sabina last night.
Sabina began working at Wetpups in January 1978 as Chief Cook
in the kitchen and her tenure lasted 38 years when she retired at
the end of 2016.
She was unfailingly cheerful, humorous, loyal and friendly. She
was loved by all the boys and staff she fed and was an example to
all as she had a wonderful work ethic.
Perhaps her most significant feat was that she prepared meals for
Leavers’ Dinner for 37 years.
Our thoughts and prayers are with her family at this sad time.

Tuck Shop Form - Term 1 2019
The Tuck Shop form for Grades 3 to 7 for Term 1, 2019 is now
online. If you would like to order, please complete the online
form and send it through by SUNDAY, 2 DECEMBER 2018. The link
is: http://bit.ly/tuck12019

celebrating life and learning

Prizes
Our Valedictory and Prize Giving for our Grade 7 boys takes place
on Thursday, 6 December at 09:00. This is a wonderful
opportunity for the school to say farewell to our Grade 7 leavers
and to acknowledge them for what they have done for the school.
This event has changed slightly from previous years, and we think
it would be important to explain these changes.
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The handing out of prizes is generally done to motivate our boys
to achieve excellence, and to acknowledge the top boys in our
school for their talent and their hard work. There is no doubt that
prizes do this for those at the top end of each cohort. We would
argue that the few top boys are really motivated by the possibility
of winning prizes at school, while many of the rest of the boys give
up before they even start, as they know that they have no chance.
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However, at Wetpups we have a greater and more important
purpose and vision for our boys other than just to assist those at
the top who have the possibility of winning prizes. Our vision is to
awaken potential and to empower and inspire EVERY boy to
become a solutionary for our tomorrow. The word EVERY in that
sentence is so important. We have an enormous and audacious
undertaking at this school to ensure that all our boys can become
what God intended. We need to motivate all our boys to improve
themselves and strive for their own personal excellence. Our
changes to the awards and prizes have been designed to address
this very important aspect. We need to continue to motivate the
boys at the top who are winning the prizes, however, the
important question rather is how do we motivate and
acknowledge EVERY boy as we have suggested we should?
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An important ingredient for success in life is attitude. The process
by which you engage in pursuits often determines how well you
ultimately do. This means then that it is one’s work ethic,
perseverance, effort, resilience and discipline which often
determines one’s success for the future - not just talent. Our new
way of viewing prizes and awards acknowledges this, and thus
creates prizes and awards for those boys who show these qualities
in the different areas of their schooling. These are awards that any
boy can get and are not reliant on God-given talent. These awards
will emphasise the importance of the process, rather than the
outcome, and will hopefully motivate all our boys to give of their
best.



Grades 6 & 7 Music Concert

In terms of our Valedictory and Prize Giving for Grade 7, we are
not taking away any of the traditional prizes. However, we are
adding a component that will acknowledge the worth of each boy
in Grade 7.

Music News
GRADES 4 TO 7 MUSIC CONCERTS
We had over 140 boys performing in these concerts this week.
This was two thirds of the boys in these Grades. Well done
everyone for your performances.
MUSIC APPLICATIONS FOR 2019
Please send in applications for music lessons to Mr Pringle as soon
as possible. Feel free to contact him if you have any questions.
MUSIC THEORY RESULTS
Seventy-nine boys wrote the ABRSM Theory Exam earlier this
term, and we are very pleased with the boys all achieving an
average mark of 75%. Congratulations to all who wrote this exam!

It would be very sad, and we as a school would have failed, if we
cannot recognise and acknowledge the talents, strengths or
qualities that have been awakened in every boy who has been to
this school. This event will focus on our Grade 7 boys and it will be
an opportunity as a school to bid them farewell and recognise
them and their journey at the school.
All other prizes and awards will be given out to the rest of the
school as and when they arise. Many of those prizes will be for
those who achieve at the top, but there will also be prizes and
awards for attitude and effort in the different pursuits. In dealing
with this over the next few years, a consolidation of the various
prizes will be done, so that we acknowledge and reward aspects
that are in line with our vision and mission as a school.
In no way is the change designed to dumb anything down. We are
committed to striving for excellence in all that we do. At the same
time, we want EVERY boy at Wetpups to strive for personal
excellence.
SIMON WEAVER

Christmas Collection for Kitchen
and Ground Staff
WPPS is organising a Christmas collection for our kitchen and
ground staff, who spend much time ensuring the happiness of the
boys and staff in terms of preparing grounds and food, and cleaning. With the funds raised we will purchase food vouchers.
Donations may be electronically transferred to the schools bank
account, FNB, Branch 204209, Account No. 50152664890, Ref:
Christmas Hamper.
Thank you for your generosity towards this gesture.
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Weekly Sports Wrap
CRICKET
The 2019 cricket season is officially completed for the year. Last
Saturday saw our U11A, U12A, U13B and 1st XI teams play their
final matches against SACS. The boys, once again, showed
excellent character and played the games with tremendous spirit.
The U11A team can be proud of its batting performance, but was
unfortunate to lose by four wickets. The U12A team played
brilliantly, once again, and was unfortunate to lose by one wicket.
The U13B and 1st XI rounded off their careers at WPPS with disappointing losses, but can be exceptionally proud of their efforts
over the course of the year. They have been fine ambassadors for
the school, and we look forward to following their progress in
their high school careers.
This week saw the season being signed off with the conclusion of
the annual Inter-House cricket fixtures. This is always an eagerly
anticipated afternoon of camaraderie and friendship. Congratulations to Hutchinson who was the overall winner, taking the trophy
in both the junior and senior sections.
WATER POLO
The final matches were against SACS. The U10 sides had a tough
day again this week, but the B side pulled out a nice draw, while
the A and C sides lacked in defence and allowed in too many goals.
The U11As played a stellar game, going behind early, but fighting
back hard for an excellent draw. The B side played well and fought
hard in a strong defensive effort.
The U12As played exceptionally well, having lost badly in the first
term to narrow the gap owing to a better tactical effort. The B side
also played well, but let too many goals slip in towards the end.
The U13B side played two good games displaying a wonderful
brand with some lovely attacking flair.
The 1st side played amazingly well, showing good fight in a tough
encounter with the top side in the league. They attacked them
head on and showed aggression that has been lacking this term.
Well done to all the sides on a great season.
TENNIS
The junior and seniors played a successful Inter-House
Competition on Wednesday. It was exciting to see a variety of
boys have an opportunity to play against boys they would not
typically have have played before. The standard of tennis was
superb, and the boys gave their all to earn points for their houses.
Congratulations to Stansbury, for having won every game and
being the over-all winner. I would like to encourage all boys to
continue to attend the practices and end the season off well.

Book Returns - Grades 3 to 7

Henry Boshoff showing Grade 1B how to make a Lava Lamp

Sport Next Week - Grades 3 to 7
Please take note of the following Grades 3 - 7 sport for next week
Monday 26 November
Water Polo - U12 & U13
Cricket - U10 & U11
Tennis - Senior Team and Senior Social
Swimming - U9 & U12
Tuesday 27 November
Cricket - U9
No Sport - Carol Service
Wednesday 28 November
Grade 7 24-hour PFSA Walk and Summer Sports Braai
Cricket - U10
Water Polo - U12
Tennis - U9 & Senior Tennis
Thursday 29 November
Cricket - U12
Water Polo - U10 & U11
Tennis - Junior
Swimming - U10
Cricket - U9
Friday 30 November
Final Stump Cricket
Saturday 1 December
Cricket - 1st XI vs Dads

Thought for the Week

Please return ALL Library Books by Wednesday, 28 November, for
stock-taking. There will be no holiday loans for the December
holiday.

“The purpose of life is to give life meaning.”

Many thanks for all your book donations and support this year.

Holocaust survivor Viktor Frankl
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Grade 4 Elves at Work!
Last week the Grade 4s held a market day through which they
raised funds for gifts to be distributed via St John’s Church to various organisations over the holiday period.

School Shoe Collection
We would like to invite you to join us in supporting St Paul’s Primary School in Faure. Hope Africa, the social development arm of
the Anglican Church of Southern Africa, is collecting black school
shoes to donate to learners who are unable to afford them.
Should your son be wearing a pair of shoes, in a good condition,
that may not fit after the summer holidays please consider donating these on the last day of school. There will be a box outside
the clothing shop into which shoes can be deposited as you leave.
To learn more about the campaign, click on the link below https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwI4t_HQ_Jk

Christmas Gifts for Carol Service

We would like to encourage families to contribute a gift at Carol
Service.
These will be distributed via St John’s Church to various organisations over the holiday period. Wrapped gifts (with the age/gender
of child for which it would be suitable clearly displayed) can be
brought to the front of the church during the service at the same
time that our Grade 4 boys bring in the gifts for which they raised
funds.

Grade 1B boys working on their Whale Big Book

This industrious group of boys managed to make R6381.85 profit!
Earlier this week, they spent time wrapping the gifts. They had a
lot of fun and learnt a valuable life skill.
At the Carol Service next week, boys will have the opportunity to
place these gifts under the Christmas Tree, completing the circle
of their efforts.
Well done, and thank you Grade 4s!

Grade 7 Leavers’
Gift

Grade 1 STEM
Activities

A nine-year-long journey is drawing to a close for many of the
Grade 7 families this year as we bid farewell to our Class of 2018.
Thank you to all parents and boys for all the friendship and fun
times over these years, and a very big thank you for the generosity
of spirit in which our Leavers’ Gift has been given. It is with great
sadness that we bid the school, teachers, boys and parents farewell.

The Grade 1 STEM project this week involved listening to a story
about a robot and how the robot had specific tasks/chores to do.
The boys then had to discuss in pairs what kind of robot they
would design and what it would help them do. They were given
various materials to make their robots. Once completed the boys,
in their pairs, presented their helpful robot to the class.

We trust that many WPPS family members, visitors, boys and
teachers will enjoy the use and comfort of the Library Apple Daybed/Bookworm Pod, and the practical functionality of the picnic
tables and benches along the Mount Royal. Thank you to everyone
for your contributions.
Hilary Héfer and Jax Hickey, Grade 7 class reps
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Eco-Bricks
The Grades 4 and 5 boys were fortunate to have the staff from
Waste-Ed come to present a fascinating talk concerning recycling
and waste management. They also gave a demonstration on how
to build useful items from the eco-bricks created at school. The
boys were thoroughly engaged and learned some vital lessons
regarding this critical topic. One such example, is the fact that the
eco-bricks are only a temporary solution, and that the goal is to
minimise the amount of waste that occurs each year, and this
lessening the amount of eco-bricks produced. The boys then
thoroughly enjoyed building their own eco-brick chairs during the
course of the day, contributing to a cleaner and more efficient
environment.
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Grade 6 Street
Art Stencils
Grade 6 has spent the last two weeks drawing, cutting and spray
painting stencils in art class. Well done to the boys. Their work has
been outstanding thus far!

Dominic Cloete

Israel Stanfield
Ben Gillett

James Le Feuvre

Oliver Bagg
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Geoff Hudson

Grade 4 Breede River Trip
Last weekend the Grade 4 Dads and Lads went paddling down the
Breede River. It was a great weekend enjoyed by all. It was lovely
to see the great partnership of dad and son working together and
bonding. For most of the boys, it was their first time paddling
down a river, and they managed it very well. It was a wonderful
weekend enjoyed by all.
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Grade RR Artwork

Grade RR Painting Angels

Daniel Redfern and his dad building a
bridge out of bricks
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Grades 4 & 5 Music Concert
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Grades 6 & 7 Music Concert
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