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Remembrance Day Message 
 

On Friday, 9 November, Wetpups held a service to commemorate 
Remembrance Day. Events like these are an opportunity for  
reflection and to publically acknowledge a philosophical stance. 
The strong belief held at Wetpups is that peace needs to be a 
strong and consistent message, and one that intentionally shows 
the futility of war. Our Remembrance Day service, therefore, was 
a message about the importance of peace, and one which  
intentionally sought to dismantle the glorification of war. The 
decision not to wear the poppy was not taken lightly. The current 
socio-political climate in our community calls for some difficult 
decisions to be made. In the future, therefore, we will undertake 
to wear a white poppy as an expression of our desire for peace.  
 

The two extracts below are speeches that were written for the 
occasion. 
 

The Introduction 
Nothing honourable can exist in a world where older men make 
the decisions to go to war, but the young must fight and die. War 
is an example, not of our bravery, but of our failings to think or to 
resolve conflict with diplomacy and humanity. It should be taught, 
therefore, that war is not an option that one should pursue. The 
purpose in occasions like these is to pause and reflect. History 
presents us with a record that the greatest tragedy of this period 
of social transition was not the strident clamour of antagonists, 
but the appalling silence of the good. Our single most important 
challenge is thus to help establish a social order where all people 
work valiantly to preserve the importance of life, the freedom of 
the individual and the safety of our children. This time of year 
marks the period when the World War ended. We need to ask 
ourselves, what have we learnt through war? More importantly, 
we need to ask, what will we pass on? European nations began 
World War I with a glamorous vision of war, only to be  
psychologically shattered by the realities of the trenches. The 
experience changed the way people referred to the glamour of 
battle; they treated it no longer as a positive quality, but as a  
dangerous illusion. There are great lessons to be learned from war 
- that one’s life and talents are not to be taken for granted, and 
that the smallest aggression or conflict left unchecked and  
unresolved will erode the virtues of life. 
 

WAYNE NAIDOO 
 

Historical context 
We are here to commemorate the millions of men and women 
who have died or been affected by war and conflict all over the 
world. Western Province Preparatory School opened its doors in 
1914.  Over the years we have had many Old Boys who have 
bravely served in many armed conflicts around the world. Because 
of these Old Boys’ bravery and sacrifice and many like them, we 
are lucky to live in a country which is not at war with anyone and 
as boys we don’t have to go to war. One hundred years ago, at 
11:00 on the 11th of November 1918, the First World War ended.  

World War 1 is known as the “the war to end all wars” because of 
its brutal and futile nature.  
 
During trench warfare, young men were forced to run at modern 
weapon fire and were killed like cattle. Sadly, mankind has not 
learnt from this tragedy of a century ago and there have been 
many wars since then. In the dictionary the word ‘war’ means: a 
state of armed conflict between different countries or different 
groups within a country. But I think that one very historic occasion 
during WW1 suggests that perhaps it’s not countries and groups 
of people that chose to fight, but rather a handful of leaders that 
are often power hungry and feel the need to go to war. The histor-
ic occasion I am referring to was on Christmas Day of 1914, when 
an amazing and beautiful thing took place. For a short period the 
English and German soldiers raised their white flags of peace and 
came together in no-mans land to share carols, stories and possi-
bly play soccer just as ordinary friends and not foes. This amazing 
act of camaraderie, known as the Christmas Truce, just reminds us 
that nobody really wants to go to war and how hard we must all 
work to build peace in our world.  It is frightening that even 
though the world is not at war, there are major conflicts in dozens 
of countries. As I speak, men, women and children are suffering in 
areas of conflict around the world. We think of those affected by 
the War in Afghanistan, the Iraqi Civil War, the Boko Haram insur-
gency, the Mexican drug war, the Yemeni Crisis and the Syrian 
Civil War. We pray for peace in all these conflict areas. Today, we 
salute those men and women who sacrificed their lives for us. 
Boys, it is up to us as future leaders to uphold the values of peace, 
and to make the most of our freedom. 
 

JAMES SCARTH 

Tuck Shop Form - Term 1 2019 
 

The Tuck Shop form for Grades 3 to 7 for Term 1, 2019 is now 
online.  If you would like to order, please complete the online 
form and send it through by SUNDAY, 2 DECEMBER 2018.  The link 
is:    http://bit.ly/tuck12019 

http://bit.ly/tuck12019
http://bit.ly/tuck12019
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Christmas Collection for Kitchen 
and Ground Staff 

 

WPPS is organising a Christmas collection for our kitchen and 
ground staff, who spend much time ensuring the happiness of the 
boys and staff in terms of preparing grounds and food, and clean-
ing. With the funds raised we will purchase food vouchers. 
 

Donations may be electronically transferred to the schools bank 
account,  FNB, Branch 204209, Account No. 50152664890, Ref: 
Christmas Hamper. 
 

Thank you for your generosity towards this gesture. 

We are so sad to hear that Chester, passed away yesterday, he 
was 18 years old. He was a legendary pup who was much loved 
by the Hughes family and all the Wetpups boys and staff who 

knew him. He brought so much love and joy and he will be 
greatly missed.  

Music Lessons in 2019 
 

A letter was  sent to parents of boys in Grades 1 - 6 earlier this 
week. Please contact Philip Pringle at pringle@WPPS.org.za if you 
need more information. Applications for boys to start a new  
instrument due by Wednesday, 21 November. 

Sport Next Week - Grades 3 - 7  
 

Please take note of the following Grades 3 - 7 sport for next week 
 

Monday 19 November 
Inter-House Cricket Juniors 
Water Polo U12 & U13 (voluntary due to exams) 
Tennis Senior Team and Social (voluntary due to exams) 
Swimming U9, U12 (voluntary for U12 due to exams) 
 

Tuesday 20 November 
Inter-House Cricket Seniors 
Cricket Practice U9  
 

Wednesday 21 November 
Inter-House Tennis - no other sport 
 

Thursday 22 November 
Water Polo U10 & U11 
Tennis Juniors 
Swimming U10 
Cricket Practice U9 
 

Friday 23 November 
Swimming U9 
No sport or stump due to Herschel Carnival  
 

Saturday 24 November 

Congratulations to Dora Sintu who married Zimasa  
Ngamlana last weekend. Her new name  

Sibabalwe Ngamlana. 

mailto:pringle@WPPS.org.za


Weekly Sports Wrap 
 

CRICKET 
Our last round of midweek fixtures for the year were against SACS. 
Once again, the boys showed excellent character against tough 
opposition and put up a fight to make many of the matches tightly 
contested affairs.  
 

Special mention must go the U12A team, that had another  
excellent result. Excellent bowling by Jordan Petersen and Milan 
Sandri allowed them to put enough pressure on the SACS batsmen 
and take advantage of scoreboard pressure to win by 17 runs.  
 

One of the areas of cricket that is often overlooked by the boys, is 
the importance of fielding. It is the one discipline in cricket that 
cannot be ignored, and has the potential to win matches. In this 
regard, Nicholas Axten can be very pleased to have achieved three 
run outs for the U10A team, two of which were direct hits. 
 

We wish our U11A, U12A, U13B and 1st XI teams well as they play 
their final round of Saturday fixtures for the year against SACS. We 
say farewell to all our U13 cricketers as they finish off their careers 
at WPPS, and thank them for the way that they have acquitted 
themselves. We hope that the special game of cricket has  
provided many lasting memories, and that they will continue to 
enjoy the game in their high school careers.  
 

Next week sees the eagerly anticipated Inter-House competition 
take place, with the Juniors on Monday and the Seniors on  
Tuesday. This is always a highlight for the boys and we hope they 
enjoy the camaraderie and competition. 
 

WATERPOLO 
The water polo sides faced some tough opposition against RBPS 
on Friday, but did superbly well showing improved discipline in the 
water and placing greater emphasis on attack. Fitness and leg 
strength in the water was the downfall in a few of the matches, 
but most teams showed improvement in their skill levels in  
passing and shooting.  
 

Special mention must be made of the U12A side that played an 
incredible game under immense pressure. Well done, to all the 
players for a superb effort. We wish them well for their final  
fixture against SACS today. 
 

TENNIS 
The final tennis matches against Bishops and Sweet Valley were 
played this week. Most of the boys gave their all and ended the 
season on a positive note.  
 

We have faced some tough opposition this season, but have been 
impressed by the boys’ grit and perseverance. Over the course of 
the year, the Grade 6 tennis players’ ability has grown, and I am 
eager to see this play out next year.  
 

We bid farewell to the Grade 7 tennis players and wish them well 
next year. 
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Friday Society slots are the highlight of our week in Recycled 
Crafts. From boats and weapons to board games and robots, the 
boys enjoy the freedom to use their imaginations to innovate and 
create interesting articles out of recycled materials.  
 

Please send in any interesting items that we could use. These can 
be given to Mrs Whitty or Mrs Davies. 

Friday Societies 

Music Concerts 
 

There will be concerts for the Senior Prep boys next week in the 
FC Recital Room starting at 13:15: 
Grades 4 and 5 - Tuesday, 20 November 
Grades 6 and 7 - Wednesday, 21 November 
 

The lists of boys performing are on the school's website and app. 
You are welcome to attend these concerts.  
 



Grade 3 Poppy Art 
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The boys learnt about Remembrance Day and the symbolism of 
the poppy. They then had an art lesson on how to draw poppies.  

Football games were made by the boys during their STEM activity 
this week. They designed their own players, discussed positions for 
the players, and made their own ball for the game. They are having 
such fun playing with their own game! 

Grade 1 STEM  
Activities 
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Thought for the Week 
 

“The most important trip you may take in life is meeting people 
halfway.” 
 

Henry Boye 

Eden Road Notes 
 

JUNIOR PREP PLAY  
We are thrilled to have the Grades 1 to 3 participating in our  
Junior Prep play on Tuesday, 20 and Wednesday, 21 October at 
18:30. Only four tickets per family will be issued. Please note that 
seating is unreserved. Grade 3 tickets may be collected from the 
Newlands Road Office. There is no charge for any of the shows. 
Junior Prep boys do not require a ticket. 
 

JUNIOR PREP PLAY DRESS REHEARSAL  
We strongly encourage grandparents, au pairs and domestics to 
attend the full dress rehearsal, which will take place Monday, 19 
November, from 11:00 to 12:00 in the Stansbury Hall on the  
Newlands Road Campus. Tea and coffee will be available. 

Formal Photographs Online Order 
 

1. Visit www.capefoto.co.za 
2. Create an account: 

      a. Click on ‘Login / Create an Account’ (top right of page) 
      b. Click on ‘Create an Account’ 
      c. Your unique code is WETPUPS2018 
      d. Fill in details and click ‘Submit’ 

3. Check your inbox for a verification email (can take up to two 
hours) 
 

All summer and winter sports groups, music groups, clubs and 
class photos are available online. All U13 summer sports photos 
will be available for order from Thursday, 1 November. 

Tennis: the senior boys focusing on their forearms 

Grade 3 Music Concert 

School Shoe Collection 
 

We would like to invite you to join us in supporting St Paul’s Pri-
mary School in Faure. Hope Africa, the social development arm of 
the Anglican Church of Southern Africa, is collecting black school 
shoes to donate to learners who are unable to afford them. 
Should  your son be wearing a pair of shoes, in a good condition, 
that may not fit after the summer holidays please consider do-
nating these on the last day of school. There will be a box outside 
the clothing shop into which shoes can be deposited as you leave. 
 

To learn more about the campaign, click on the link below https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwI4t_HQ_Jk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwI4t_HQ_Jk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwI4t_HQ_Jk
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Grade R Library Morning 



Family Group 
Games 
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Grade 7 Tunnel 
Stencils 



Pre-Prep Nativity Play 
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The Pre-Prep Nativity Play was held in near perfect weather condi-
tions last night. The boys amazed us all by remembering the words 
of the many songs that they sung. The spontaneous enthusiasm 
and enjoyment of what the boys were involved in was clearly evi-
dent. It was a heart warming and special introduction to our festive 
season.  


