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celebrating life and learning 

 WPPS Future Teachers’ Academy 
 

The WPPS Future Teachers’ Academy is a programme whereby  
full-time students are employed by WPPS, while studying a  
teaching degree through UNISA.  As a school, we have challenged 
ourselves to yield young individuals who are passionate about 
education by providing them with access to all WPPS resources.    
 

This year, we have placed each student with various staff  
members who have willingly offered to provide mentorship to 
them. We have made a few changes to our Academy  
structure to enhance the students’ experience.  All the changes 
are in support of their study requirements, as well as providing 
them with opportunities to gain experience teaching in the class-
room. 
 

We have introduced the following: 
 We have increased the number of students from ten to  

fourteen this year. The students have been strategically 
placed to best support their study requirements. 

 Twelve students are in the classroom to gain experience in 
their phase of choice. The students studying to become  
Foundation Phase teachers have been placed in our Junior 
Prep classrooms, and will gain experience in their allocated 
class for the year. The Senior Phase students are on a 
semester rotation during the year. These students spend four 
hours a day in the classroom observing, assisting, and  
teaching classes with the guidance of our full time teachers. 
They also have the opportunity to gain valuable coaching 
experience, which is important in building an employable 
profile. 

 Two students are offered the opportunity to design and  
facilitate the physical education programme in our school, in 
consultation with experts. They have been assigned to assist 
in the Sports Department to gain insight into the running of a 
sports programme at a school like WPPS.  
This includes:   

 assisting with the administration of sporting fixtures 

 running of the phys ed programme for Grades N to 6  

 coaching extra-mural sport in the afternoons  
 

We have a block in our timetable for all students on the Senior 
Prep campus to focus on their study requirements.  Between 
11:00 and 12:30, Mondays to Thursdays, the students are able to 
sit with their study material, work in study support groups or just 
take a breather to better smooth their path of learning within our 
Academy. 
 

The students on the Junior Prep campus have their afternoons off 
as the demands of a Foundation Phase educator are different, and 
the sporting load is incorporated into the school day. This allows 
them the time in the afternoon to fulfil their study requirements 
as they have a lighter extra-mural load. 
 

The students also attend lectures on the school premises. The idea 
is to provide a platform where teacher or life skills transfer can 
take place.  

Welcome  to Cathy-Jane Mintoor, who joins us as our new  
full-time music teacher. Cathy-Jane is a singing specialist,  

violinist and pianist. She will be directing the Junior and Senior 
Choirs,  teaching class music to the Grades 1 to 3 boys as well 
as giving individual music lessons. Please contact Mr Pringle if 

your son is interested in taking singing lessons with her.  

We currently have lectures once a week on a Thursday between 
11:00 - 12:00.  These lectures are taken by staff as well as profes-
sionals. Topics include assessment criteria, Kagan structures, pas-
toral care, classroom climate, discipline, dealing with parents, 
coaching skills, post study challenges and many more.  
Professionals will come in to spend time with the students to 
teach them many valuable skills like drawing up a CV, writing a 
motivational letter, interview skills and preparation,  
understanding the educational landscape and choosing a school as 
their employer. 
 

There are currently many moving parts to this growing Academy, 
but it is certainly worth the energy and time spent in growing 
these young individuals who will guide our children in the near 
future.  There are wonderful plans for the future of the WPPS 
Future Teachers’ Academy, and it will be fantastic to see it all 
come to fruition. 
 

MO BARENDSE 
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Thought for the Week 
 

“Do not anticipate trouble, or worry about what may never  
happen. Keep in the sunlight.” 
 

American statesman Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) 

Weekly Sports Wrap 
 

GENERAL 
In the unlikely event of a concussion/possible concussion, the 
following procedures, which are in accordance with Boksmart, 
need to be followed : 

 Suspected concussion - player is removed from field of play 

 Player needs to consult with a doctor to confirm the  
concussion 

 If a concussion has occurred (no matter how severe), the 
players has to sit out a minimum of three weeks. 

 After his three weeks, the player then needs to be cleared by 
his doctor to play again, the coach will then follow the return 
to play procedures 

 

RUGBY 
This afternoon we have invited Siyabulela Primary to join our 
Grades 1 and 2 Park Rugby boys. This will be a great opportunity 
for our boys to interact with boys from another school in a  
festival type format. 
 

It was a tough weekend for our rugby boys against SACS last  
Saturday. It’s never easy playing against a school with superior 
numbers. However, all the boys really put their bodies on the line 
and showed huge bravery. The coaches were most pleased with 
the effort shown. A special mention must be made of the U9Bs, 
U11Bs and U12Bs for displaying some great rugby performances 
and continuing their great start to the season. 
 

We also have another big round of fixtures against Wynberg  
tomorrow. 
 

HOCKEY 
The boys had a tough set of fixtures against SACS this week - with 
some of the results showing that there is still plenty of work to be 
done on the practice field but, in true Wetpups style, our boys 
worked hard and gave of their best.  
 

We look forward to our fixtures against Reddam next week. 

 
SQUASH 
After a bye last week, all three teams are looking forward to fix-
tures this afternoon against Sun Valley, Reddam and Canon’s 
Creek. We wish them the best of luck! 
 

CROSS COUNTRY 
This afternoon's cross country race will take place at Fish Hoek 
Primary. Please be on time, as the races start at 15:00. Boys must 
be there ten minutes earlier to warm up. Good luck to all the 
boys who are trying to improve their times! 
Boys need to sign up by a WEDNESDAY; please remind your sons. 
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Grade 1 STEAM Project 
This week the boys used toothpicks and marshmallows to build 
a structure. The aim was to build it as high as possible and so 
the boys needed to think about what they had learnt and what 
was needed to make their structure sturdy so that it could be 
high.  

Grade 3 Outing 
The boys went on an outing to the Planetarium and Slave Lodge 
last Friday. The boys thoroughly enjoyed themselves  
watching an amazing clip on our Solar System and learning 
about the history of the slaves.   



Eden Road Notes 
 

EDEN ROAD LIBRARY - HOT CHOCOLATE MORNINGS 
Please note that all hot chocolate library mornings have been 
cancelled for the rest of the term. 
 

SPORT AND EXTRAMURALS  
NO CAP, NO PLAY! Please note that boys will be sent to aftercare if 
they do not have a cap. 
Please remember to apply sunscreen regardless of the weather.  
 

ABSENTEES 
Any boy who arrives late must report to the office. If your son is 
absent, kindly inform the office, DJ, 0216741455, by 08:00 or via 
email, jacobs@wpps.org.za. 
 

GENERAL 
All pedestrians, especially boys are to stick to the pedestrian path 
upon entering or exiting the school grounds and refrain from walk-
ing across the roadway at all times. 
 
PARK RUGBY TODAY 
Please note that the tuckshop and Centenary Pavilion will not be 
open today as we are hosting a Gaudy Dinner later this evening in 
the Centenary Pavilion. Tea and coffee will be available down-
stairs. 

The boys enjoyed a beautiful day on Hout Bay beach, digging and 
playing in the waves. They explored some secret rock pools, and 
had great fun finding all the numerous sea creatures they had been 
learning about.   

celebrating life and learning 

Grade R Hout Bay Outing 



celebrating life and learning 

Grade 4 Simon’s Town Heritage Museum  
Outing 

The boys were treated to a most interesting historical walking tour 
in Simon’s Town. Our guide, Joline Young, the author of Lucy's 
Dream is a history researcher who shared fascinating stories about 
victims of forced removals and slavery in Simon’s Town. We visited 
the Heritage Museum, Almay House, which has a direct connection 
to Wetpups. Mr and Mrs Davidson, the grandparents of Matthew 
Prins, an Old Boy, turned their family home into a heritage  
museum to preserve the rich history of this naval base town. We 
returned to school feeling enriched and empathetic with a new 
respect for those whose lives had been impacted. It is important 
that this history is kept alive for decades to come; may it never be 
repeated.  
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Grades 4 to 6 Art 

Daniel Potgieter 

Max Marshall-Smith 

Farhaan Barendse 

Joshua Gloyne 

Matthew Arends 

Kiyan Govender 


