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Applause for Performances in the
Creative Arts
In the performing arts, the reward for dedication is the warm
feeling of an audience’s applause that comes rushing over one,
making all one’s efforts worthwhile.
Isn’t it amazing how people in different countries with different
cultures react so differently when they show their appreciation for
performances. I mean, think about Italy where people stand up,
throw out their arms and shout, ‘Bravo! Bravo!’ In France, the
French have a clapping history of claques that is a strong presence
of an organised body of professional applauders and influencers
to applaud performances. In Britain, the British remain seated and
clap their hands in appreciation. In America, Americans seem to
stand and clap their hands above their heads if they are
particularly impressed with a performance. In South Africa, one
example is the passionate number of women ululating in
appreciation of a performance.
It got me thinking about how our audiences at Western Province
Preparatory School respond when acknowledging a performance.
Often there might well be unintended consequences when
parents, after their son has performed, leave the venue and go on
their way leaving pupils behind who then have a very small
audience and who feel short-changed and unappreciated.
Effective applause is important for Wetpups to acknowledge our
boys in a way that bolsters confidence and engenders a spirit of
community and appreciation. Just as a rehearsal is important to
the success of a show, so is the "practice" of good manners at a
school performance. Much has been written about the required
etiquette and I have chosen to highlight but a few basics with the
aim of protecting both the performers and the audiences in our
Wetpups community:

Arrive on time.

Visit the restroom before the performance begins.

Turn off your cell phone or, if it must be on, put it on vibrate.
Do not speak on the phone during the performance. If you
must call the person back, do it outside during intermission
or after the show has finished.

Children and adults to remain in their seats for the entire
performance. If you must leave, exit during intermission. In
an emergency, wait for an appropriate break in the show. It is
rude to get up in the middle of a quiet moment...rude to the
performers and fellow audience members.
A performance is a very special experience - both for the
audience and the performer. The key to a shared positive experience is respect for both.
JACKIE WILTER

Moving Forward in Terms of
Inclusivity and Awareness
ADDRESSING MEMBERS OF STAFF AT WPPS
At Wetpups, there has been a practice where the boys use
different ways of addressing staff members at the school. The
teaching staff are called "Mr" or "Mrs" followed by their last
name, while the support staff are called by their first names for
example, "Albany". The subtle messaging in this practice is that
the teaching staff are more worthy of respect at the school.
We have made a decision that all staff will be referred to by their
last name and will be called "Mr" or "Mrs". The boys may also
address all members of staff as "Sir" or "Mam". During this
transition period, we will post our support staff’s photos and
names around the school so that the boys can learn their names.
We have spoken to boys the about this and informed them of the
change. They all understand the importance of this shift in the
way that we do things at Wetpups.
PICTURES IN THE CENTENARY PAVILION
Our Centenary Pavilion was refurbished for our Centenary some
five years ago. We feel that it is time that we update and upgrade
the pictures and the decor. Furthermore, some parents have felt
that the wall depicting our Leaders and Legends should be more
inclusive and reflect our diverse community.
I feel that this is an opportune time to revitalise the decor and it
provides us with some time to think clearly about how we depict
those Old Boys and those associated with this outstanding school,
so that our boys are inspired by them, regardless of their differences. We are very proud of what many of our alumni have done
and we will celebrate them, as this is important in motivating our
current boys to reach great heights. However, this needs to be
thought through very carefully so that we can inspire all our boys
at the school. It should be pointed out that currently the Leaders
and Legends wall is in a section of the school where the boys are
not allowed.
As we set out a new way of portraying our Old Boys of significance
or those associated with the school, we have decided to take the
Leaders and Legends down. A small group of teachers and parents
has been tasked with looking at decorating this space in the best
possible way. In all that we do in this regard, we want to inspire
and motivate our boys to become solutionaries for our tomorrow.
Our aim in all of this is to add to and enrich, rather than take
away. We need time, however, to ensure that we get this right.
SIMON WEAVER
Headmaster

Happy Mother’s Day to all our Moms!
celebrating life and learning

Weekly Sports Wrap

Weekly Sports Wrap cont/d...

GENERAL
Please remember this afternoon's voluntary rugby sessions.
Grades 1 and 2 and U9 have rugby from 16:00 - 17:00, U10 to U13
have their session from 17:00 - 18:00. The Centenary Pavilion will
be open for refreshments while the boys play. May I encourage as
many boys as possible to attend as it is a great way to close off
the week’s training in preparation for Saturday’s fixtures.
RUGBY
We had our first round of home fixtures last Saturday against Sun
Valley. The boys had been looking forward all week to playing on
the Mount Royal and Dauncey Fields. It was a terrific morning of
rugby from all teams. Special mention must be made of the U11
and U12B teams for excellent performances.
We encourage the boys to come down to the voluntary touch
sessions on Friday in preparation for SACS this coming Saturday.
HOCKEY
The U13A team returned from a successful tour up the Garden
Route this past weekend. Their opening fixture was played
against Bridge House School in Franschhoek on Workers’ Day,
where our team played out to an exciting 3-3 draw in an end-toend encounter. On Thursday, the team travelled to Knysna where
they played five games at the annual Oakhill School Co-ed Hockey
Festival. We were lucky to be treated to great hospitality and
hockey while in Knysna.
Our festival results were as follows:
vs Clarendon Park (PE) lost 1-2
vs Oakhill School (Knysna) lost 0-2
vs St George’s Prep (PE) won 1-0
vs St Andrew’s Prep (Grahamstown) drew 0-0
vs Kingswood (Grahamstown) drew 1-1
Our opposition was challenging, and our hockey got stronger
throughout the festival. We are now looking to build on these
results, and carry a positive momentum throughout the
remainder of our local weekly fixtures.
Our junior boys travelled to Fish Hoek for their fixtures this week.
Playing on grass always poses a few interesting challenges when
you are used to practising on astro. Well done to all those who
travelled down south, and well done for for adapting to the unfamiliar surface as well as you did. We look forward to future fixtures against Fish Hoek, as they are due to complete their astro
field in a month’s time.

CROSS COUNTRY
Thank to all the boys and staff who gave up their afternoon last
Friday to run and marshall at Keurboom Park. The boys did
exceptionally well. The following boys finished in the top 20 of
their respective age groups:
U10: 5th – Nicholas McLagan
13th – Nikolas Lowther
U11: 4th – Nicholas Axten
14th – Chris McLagan
U12: 1st – Jake Fenn
5th – Christian Gloyne
8th – Thomas Macdonald
9th – Jack Robinson
19th – Max Marr
This afternoon we will be running at the Cape Academy of Maths,
Science and Technology, Firgrove Way, Constantia. All boys must
be there by 14:50, the first race starts at 15:00.
SQUASH
All three of our teams played matches last week against Bishops
and Cannons Creek. Adam Vally Mahomed played an exceptional
game against a strong Bishops number one player, and walked off
the court 3-1 up. Congratulations also go to Gabriel Elsley who
won his first game of squash playing for the C team. The boys have
a bye this week.
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Next week will be only our second “full week” of fixtures, and we
hope to see our boys stepping up to the challenge tough fixtures
against local rivals SACS.
In closing, here is a challenge for all boys, coaches and parents to
ponder as they approach their next practice or match…

Wise words, and certainly a positive approach we could all adopt
to ensure that our boys develop a balanced perspective and a
love of the game.
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Rotating Work Stations in Grade 2Y

Slipper Day in aid of Reach for a Dream

On Tuesday the U13 boys took on the staff in a Touch
Rugby match. It was fiercely contested, but the staff
won in the end!

Thought for the Week
“Everything I do and say with anyone makes a difference.”
American author and consultant Gita Bellin.

Eden Road Notes
PRE-PREP
We are in need of old newspapers and off-cuts of wood for our
woodwork bench area. Please drop off at school.

Jamie Thomason (Grade 3) competed in the South African Surf
Nipper Championships at Kings Beach in PE. This is a national
competition where 44 clubs from around SA compete. He
won a gold medal in the Beach Flags event, as well as a bronze
medal in the Beach Sprint event. Well done, Jamie!
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Grade 1 V&A Waterfront Outing
Last week Friday, the boys went on an outing to the V&A
Waterfront as a continuation of our theme Ships and Boats. We
visited the Maritime Museum, where the boys had the
opportunity to learn about and look at beautiful models of old
ships. They also saw old life vessels and some "treasures"
recovered from old shipwrecks.
We were also lucky enough to see two vessels going into the dry
dock and watch the water being drained from it. On top of an
already eventful outing, the boys got to see the pirate ship, an
old navy ship, as well as both moveable bridges in action. They
played on a "pirate ship" jungle gym and were treated to a
marimba band item.
Oh buoy, what a great outing!

Grade 3 Euphonium Players

Grade 6 Theory Lesson
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Grades 6 and 7 Project Based Learning
The Grades 6 and 7 boys are currently involved in an eight week
journey of self-directed learning around sustainable resource use
and campaign design.
This week both groups we treated to guest speakers to further
inspire their thinking and campaigns.
The Grade 6s had two speakers, Matt Baker from WasteEd, who
chatted about plastic usage and EcoBricking; and Henry Simpson,
who was instrumental in the Plastic Detox campaign in 2018.
The Grade 7s enjoyed interacting with Cobus Joubert, maker of
WAWA wooden surfboards; Jasper Eales, one of the founders of
Seal and Gear and Janneke Blake from Shop Zero.
The talks left the boys inspired and driven to continue with their
projects. We look forward to seeing what they come up with as
they follow our vision and mission of ensuring that every boy can
‘become a solutionary for our tomorrow’.
Please consider following our speakers on social media to keep
abreast of the amazing work that they are doing.

R150 000 FOR YOUR SCHOOL YOUR SHARE OF R150 000 IN
VOUCHERS
With R150 000 up for grabs for the school and one of 10 x R15 000
vouchers for you, everyone is giving their all to win the challenge.
Remember to swipe your MySchool MyVillage MyPlanet card to
get your school a swipe closer to winning big and to bagging your
share in vouchers from any of our partners.
Each swipe is an entry*, so the more you swipe, the more entries
you get.
* Each swipe is one entry however MULTIPLE swipes done at the
SAME partner store on the SAME day will count as one entry only.
Don’t have a MySchool MyVillage MyPlanet card?
Visit www.myschool.co.za.
T&Cs apply
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Grades N to 2 Mother’s Day Celebration
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Grades 4 and 5 Art

Simon Le Feuvre

Gabriel Rogers

Matthew de Jager

Joshua Gillett
Alexander Tadross
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