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From the Headmaster’s Desk
We are now nearing the end of a busy term at Wetpups; Easter and
the holidays are just around the corner. The boys in the Senior Prep
all go on exciting and enriching camps next week, where their
learning will continue in a different environment.
I thought that I would share with you some of the interesting
findings that I am currently reading in a fascinating book. Angela
Duckworth has written the New York Times bestseller Grit: Why
Passion and Resilience are the Secrets to Success. She looks at what
it is that determines success and fame for people. It is generally
presumed that success and fame come to those who are
extraordinarily talented. However, her studies and research reveal
a very different situation.
In her book, she summarises some research done by Catherine Cox
in 1926. Cox based her research on the biographical details of 301
exceptionally talented individuals. What she found was that
intellectual talent was not the determinant of whether a person in
that group landed up at the top of the group or at the bottom of
the group. This meant that there was something more at play in
terms of success and greatness. In order to find out what aspects
contributed to greatness, Cox then looked at 67 different
personality traits of these 301 people. For most of the 67 factors
there was no significant correlation. However, there were four
items that definitively set apart the eminent people from the rest.






Interest: Being captivated by the endeavour or really enjoying what you do.
Practice: Once you have developed an interest in an area
then you need to devote yourself to a focused, full-hearted,
challenge-exceeding-skill practice that leads to mastery.
Purpose: What ripens passion is the conviction that your
work matters. Your work needs to be important to you and
purposeful.
Hope: It is very important to keep going even when things
are difficult and even when we have doubts.

This all points to the importance of encouraging and teaching our
boys to become grittier. If they are to achieve in life and be
successful, it is not good enough just to have talent. What is far
more important is to have passion, purpose, discipline and
perseverance. It also clearly supports our move away from
generally only acknowledging and recognising talent to become
more focused on recognising and developing interest, effort and
perseverance in our boys at Wetpups.
SIMON WEAVER

Two had to do with passion, namely:
 The degree to which a person works with distant objects in
view (as opposed to living from hand to mouth). Active preparation for later life. Working toward a definite goal.
 Tendency not to abandon tasks from mere changeability. Not
seeking something fresh because of novelty. Not “looking for a
change”.
The other two were related to perseverance:
 Degree of strength of will or perseverance. Quiet determination to stick to a course once decided upon.
 Tendency not to abandon tasks in the face of obstacles. Perseverance, tenacity, doggedness.
Angela Duckworth proposes thus that the following equation best
explains how we get from talent to achievement.
Talent x Effort = Skill → Skill X Effort = Achievement
She maintains, “Talent is how quickly your skills improve when you
invest effort. Achievement is what happens when you take your
acquired skills and use them.” What is important here is that effort
features twice in this equation, thus accentuating the importance
of this component. “Effort builds skill. At the very same time, effort
makes skill productive, resulting ultimately in achievement”.
Duckworth points out that what is needed for success and
achievement is GRIT. In her research she has identified the
following four aspects of GRIT that are important.
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Easter Egg Collection Thank You

Thank you to those who contributed to our Easter egg collection.
Huge thanks, too, to the boys who gave up their breaks to make
Easter Bunny Bags.
Rayyaan Osman (Grade 2) collecting tea bags for TBag Designs in Hout Bay. His Grade 1 Outreach still
means a lot to him.

Eden Road Notes
AFTERCARE
Term 2 Aftercare lunch orders are due.
STUMP CRICKET
There will be no more stump for the rest of the term.
SPORT AND EXTRAMURALS
Eden Road Sport and Extramurals finish on Friday, 23 March 2018.

Thought for the Week
“It would not be much of a universe if it wasn’t home to the people you love."
British scientist Stephen Hawking (1942-2018)

Surprise visitor to Boarder’s Dinner
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Eden Road
Sports Day

Luke Burnett entered and won a gold medal in the
Wilson WP U14 mini tournament on 23 March. He
won all five of his matches in this group.

Eden Road Prudential Competition Winners Oliver
Shaw 1R and Everett Williams 2D

Prudential Competition Winners Grade 3 – William
Hatty, Grade 4 – Rupert Robinson, Grade 5 – Dan
Cooke, Grade 6 – Nicolas Hatty, Grade 7 – Ben Hatty
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