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The Joys of  Play 
 

Think back to your favourite childhood memories. Chances are 
they are not comprised of static, mundane experiences. This is 
because children generally relish exploring the world, discovering 
and being adventurous. A young child’s brain is constantly  
developing, with play aiding in the formation of vital cognitive, 
emotional, and social capacities.  To unveil fully the benefits of 
play, we must too acknowledge the natural emergence of  
communication in the young child, which occurs way prior to  
having mastered verbal communication.  
 

Play is the beginning of knowledge. George Dorsey 
 

Play, very early on in life, presents a brilliant platform for the  
acquisition of social skills, providing endless opportunities for  
incidental learning. 
 

We are mostly aware of the immense health benefits, especially 
centred on gross motor development. Nothing compares to  
learning through fun, or the carefree expenditure of energy on the 
outdoor play equipment. Here, within the Pre-Prep, we embrace 
the carefree days of an idyllic state of being. Play forms the very 
essence of our daily existence. There could not possibly exist  
another entity to match the unrivalled joy that comes about 
through play.  The results, not only happiness from learning 
through play within the classroom, but also the purest form of 
delight, which permeates every corner of the Pre-Prep garden. An 
early morning visit to our bustling little Pre-Prep garden provides a 
unique experience, with happiness being almost infectious. 
 

Play is often talked about as if it were a relief from serious learn-
ing. But for children, play is serious learning. Play is really the work 

of childhood. Fred Rogers 
 
Most crucially, play provides children with an understanding as to 
how the real world functions. Free play, furthermore, lends itself 
to the acquisition of greater self-control and resilience. Our 
chargers find themselves obliged to co-exist alongside a myriad of 
personalities. As teachers of young children, we often act as 
guides, intervening only when the situation so requires. This  
allows us first hand exposure to the many wonderful incidences 
that comprise hardy negotiating, interacting and compromise. 
While we refuse to hedge any bets, we are certainly proud to be 
part of the lives of the evidently emerging stock brokers, racing 
car drivers, entrepreneurs and engineers, to name but a few.  
Rapid learning occurs during the formative years, bringing with it 
essential life lessons such as cause and effect, trial and error, 
problem solving, and so much more. 
 

But then what about the academics? As parents, I am sure we 
have all mulled over the age-old debate of play/informal learning 
versus learning to read at a young age. To further ponder this 
question we turn to Finland, our global forerunners in education, 
who have for the past years received huge acclamation because of 
the consistently positive results yielded by its 15-year-olds in  
international tests. 

Finnish schools’ director, Maarit Reinikka states: “It’s not a natural 
way for a child to learn when the teacher says, ‘Take this pencil 
and sit still.’” The school’s kindergarten educators have their  
students engage in desk work—like handwriting—just one day a 
week.”  “Play is a very efficient way of learning for children, and 
we can use it in a way that children will learn with joy”, Reinikka 
further states. Her next statement perhaps holds the greatest 
correlation to my opening sentence.  

 

Those things you learn without joy you will forget easily. 
 

As we value an educational system that endorses multisensory 
learning, may we strive always to add joy to the lives of our  
offspring, no matter their ages. For this seems to be a crucial  
component, should we wish to leave a lasting impression. 
 

“But there isn’t any solid evidence that shows that children who 
are taught to read in kindergarten have any long-term benefit 
from it” Nancy Carlsson-Paige, professor emeritus of early  
childhood education at Lesley University 
 

“If there aren’t advantages to learning to read from the age of 
five, could there be disadvantages to starting teaching children to 
read earlier?” Dr Ginsburg. 
 

Here’s hoping that happiness and joy form an overriding part of 
every one of our WPPS families’ lives!  
 

WENDY ROEBECK 



In This Issue 
 

 The Joys of Play - Wendy Roebeck 

 Our Inclusive Approach - A Snapshot of the class-
room… - Jackie Wilter 

 Grades 3 to 7 Tuckshop Order Term 2 

 Thought for the Week 

 Grade 4 Bo-Kaap Outing 

 Grade 1R Pick n Pay Outing 

 Grade 1R STEAM Experiment 

 Eden Road Notes 

 Grade 2 Enjoying the Library 

 Team Teaching in Grade 1 

 Grade 1B Making Bread and Butter 

 Grades 4 to 7 Drawing 

 Music Workshops 

 Attribution Blocks in Grade 1B 

 Boarders Outing with the Stormers 

 Prudential Investment Managers 

celebrating life and learning 

Our Inclusive Approach 
 

A snapshot of the classroom… 
 

In the first glimpses of what has been happening in our Grades 6 
and 7 classrooms, we shared with you how we have challenged 
our curriculum to be more relevant and inclusive.  
 

To continue to communicate what is happening in our classrooms, 
this article shares some approaches in Grades 4 and 5 where our 
boys are being encouraged to think for themselves and to discover 
a world outside of their immediate environments. 
 

In line with the education and technology mission of the school, 
the learners in Grade 5 were challenged, stimulated, and more 
importantly intrigued in the way in which we have integrated 
technology in the classroom to promote inclusivity.  
 

To illustrate this, the boys are asked to write a story about  
themselves. Knowing that learners have different learning styles, 
and to make the learning experience more fun and accessible, we 
adapted the traditional planning approach of brainstorming and 
compiling a mind map before writing. The boys were asked to use 
Flipgrid which is a Google App on Chromebook that provides  
students of all ages, educators, and families around the world with 
a video discussion forum. Flipgrid encourages learners of all ages 
to find and share their voices and respect the diverse voices of 
others.  
 

Let’s face it, many boys are not keen to write personal stories. 
However, the responses to the Flipgrid exercise were  
phenomenal. The boys enjoyed watching and talking about them-
selves. These video clips formed the basis of the planning process 
and became more meaningful especially for those who find it diffi-
cult to connect with the writing process. 
 

In Environmental Studies this term, the Grade 4 boys explored the 
history of their families to gain a better understanding of their 
family history and their place in the family. However, the main 
focus was on us as the Wetpups family. No matter where the 
boy’s family came from, no matter how far back the boys could 
track their families, it all led them to be sitting next to each other 
in classroom.  
 

The boys came to realise that all families are important  
irrespective of their history. The result was a greater respect and 
understanding for each other in the classes and to encourage  
camaraderie among the boys.  
 

We explored the history of our Mother City where the boys  
enjoyed the story of ‘Lucy’s Dream’ which introduced forced  
removals in Simons Town. The author of the book, Joline Young, 
visited the boys at school. As a history researcher, Joline spoke 
authentically about how she came to write this book and the  
people she interviewed to help her write her story. 
 

By researching forced removals and the history of Groot Constan-
tia, the boys are starting to piece together the facts and people 
that make up the vibrant history of our city.  
 

We know that technology can evoke emotion, stimulate learning 
and challenge learners to dream. Technology will be increasingly 
used in our classrooms to enhance learning in the classroom, and 
beyond.   
 

JACKIE WILTER 

Thought for the Week 
 

“Wherever you go, go with all your heart.” 
 

Chinese philosopher Confucius (551-479 BC) 

Cameron Redfern  won a silver medal at the Western 
Cape KSI Regional Karate Tournament last weekend. 

Well done, Cameron! 

Grades 3 to 7 Tuckshop Order Term 2 
 

The online tuck shop order form for Term 2 is now available. The 
last day for submission is Sunday, 17 March 2019. Please use the 
following link to access the form  http://bit.ly/tuck22019 

http://bit.ly/tuck22019
http://bit.ly/tuck22019
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Grade 4 Bo-Kaap Outing 
 

The Grade 4s enjoyed a most interesting visit to the Bo-Kaap  Museum, the Auwal Mosque and the Noon Day Gun.   
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Grade 1R Pick n 
Pay Outing 

Grade 1R went to Plumstead Pick n Pay last week. They went be-
hind the scenes and visited the bakery, the butchery and the fish 
shop. They were totally intrigued by what they saw. Thank you to 
the wonderful staff at the family store.   

Grade 1R STEAM 
Experiment 

This week the Grade 1R did their first STEAM science experiment. 
The boys worked in groups of four and they made a tornado in a 
jar. The jar was filled with three quarters water, dishwashing liq-
uid and vinegar. The boys took turns shaking the jar and watching 
the tornado form. Many interesting questions were asked and 
many boys went home and showed their families how to make it.   



Making our own BIg Book about Trees in Grade 2Y 
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Eden Road Notes 
 

AFTERCARE LUNCH 
Forms for Term 2 aftercare lunch are available and need to be 
completed and returned before school closes. 
 

Sports and Extramurals for Term 1 end on Friday, 15 March. 
 

There will be no Stump Cricket this afternoon owing to Fun Night. 

Grade 2 Enjoying 
the Library 

Junior String Orchestra playing at Eden Road Assembly 
on Monday 
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Team Teaching in 
Grade 1  

After visiting the bakery at Pick n Pay, Plumstead, Mrs Sellier kindly 
made bread with the Grade 1 boys.   

Grade 1B Making 
Bread and Butter 
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Grades 4 to 7 Drawing 

Matthew Fisher 

Adam Cloete-Hopkins 

Ethan Bunkell 

Jack Veysey 

Matthew de Jager 



Music Workshops 
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Congratulations to all the boys for their excellent performances in the first term Music Workshops. 154 boys performed – 74% of the 
boys from Grade 4 to 7!  

Attribution Blocks in Grade 1B 
Copying patterns with shapes of different sizes and colours.  
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Boarders Outing with the Stormers 

The Boarders were invited to the Stormers Captain’s run on Thurs-
day morning.  They were lucky enough to engage with some of the 
Stormers players after their session and even managed to get 
some signatures and laughs! 
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