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Teaching for a Better Tomorrow 
 

Reports and studies show that South African schools are losing 
highly experienced teachers who are in search of greener pastures 
abroad or moving to the private sector. Our education system is 
dealing with a crisis of having a shortage of teachers. Today we 
find ourselves in a position where our education system is one of 
the worst in the world. “In 2017, the World Economic Forum 
ranked South Africa’s primary education 116th out of 137  
countries and its maths and science education as 128th.” (Felicity 
Duncan, 15 June 2018). 
 

At WPPS we pride ourselves on: the quality of education offered 
to our boys;  the passion that teachers have for their subjects 
areas, and the quality and delivery thereof; the immeasurable 
time and effort spent researching ways to enhance the academic, 
creative arts and sporting talents of each and every boy;  the un-
told hours spent on a boy who sits quietly after the bell has rung 
for his next class, disappointed that he has not met expectations; 
the late nights assessing activities to provide positive feedback to 
boys the next day; engaging with parents who want the best for 
their boys and who will go to the ends of the earth to ensure that 
this happens (Is this pressure necessary for the boys?).   
 

At what point do we start thinking about the bigger picture?   
 

We are concerned about excellence, exposure to many activities 
and diversity within our school, when down the road we see 
schools with 40 children in a class unable to get quality education, 
yet who respect their teachers. We are  
concerned about getting professional coaching so that the boys 
can be the best, when down the road, schools cannot offer sport 
to their kids owing to lack of infrastructure and funding, yet who 
dream to play. We demand success in the classroom from affluent 
schools and teachers and create undue pressure for results, when 
down the road there are far less motivated teachers, who have 
little concern for the kids in their care working for a salary,  
because of the countless challenges they face. I can attest to this 
as my sons were at one of these schools before arriving at this 
wonderful school of ours. 
 

So I ask myself this question, why become a teacher today? It 
seems wherever you find yourself as an educator you will be 
forced to deal with external factors that limit the development of 
the kids in your care. So, what hope is there for our future if you 
are constantly teaching with a sensitivity gauge?   
“I can’t do this because I don’t have the resources, so I won’t 
bother. They will be fine without it”.  No they won’t.  OR, “I can’t 
do that because I’m afraid of what those parents will say.” Who 
cares, it’s in the best interest of the child. 
 

Whether it is a lack of resources in previously disadvantaged 
schools or pushing for excellence in affluent schools and institu-
tions, looking at the facts, it seems that there is no hope for the 
future of education when the sensitivity gauge of an educator 
constantly needs to be set on high.  
 

But, this is where I get excited and say to all future teachers, there 
is hope. Teaching is a noble profession that allows educators to 
mould the youth for what is required for our future. 
 

The WPPS vision is to awaken potential, empower, and inspire 
every boy to become a solutionary for our tomorrow. 
 

“FOR OUR TOMORROW.” How can we attend or work at such a 
wonderful school, and not believe in this vision and support it.  
The WPPS Future Teachers’ Academy is the place where future 
teachers are exposed to this vision. They will learn to embody it 
because this is what our society needs for our future. This vision 
can be carried to any teaching environment in which they will find 
themselves one day. This is not taught in a university textbook, 
but rather through the vision and mission of WPPS and the Future 
Teachers’ Academy. 
 

MO BARENDSE 

Sandwiches for U-Turn 
 

A Grade 2 boy made these bags for his Wednesday U-Turn  
sandwiches. Aren't the messages lovely? Do you place notes of 
hope on your sandwiches? Send us your pics!  

Grades 3 to 7 Tuckshop Order Term 2 
 

The online tuck shop order form for Term 2 is now available. The 
last day for submission is Sunday, 17 March 2019. Please use the 
following link to access the form  http://bit.ly/tuck22019 

http://bit.ly/tuck22019
http://bit.ly/tuck22019
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Thought for the Week 
 

“Perspective is everything when you are experiencing the chal-
lenges of life.” 
 

American disability activist Joni Eareckson Tada 

Family Group Time - Creating a visual representation 
of external and internal hurtful behaviour.  

Grade 4 Joliene Young Talk on Lucy’s Dream 

Eden Road Notes 
 
 

SPORT & EXTRAMURALS  
NO CAP, NO PLAY! Please remember to apply sunscreen regard-
less of the weather.  
 

All pedestrians, especially our boys, are to stick to the pedestrian 
path upon entering or exiting the school grounds and to refrain 
from walking across the roadway at all times. 

Grade 4 Groot Constantia Outing 
 

The boys enjoyed a most interesting visit to Groot Constantia 
Wine Estate. They learnt about viticulture, harvesting and sustain-
able farming. A highlight was the formal grape juice tasting. 



celebrating life and learning 

Weekly Sports Wrap   
 

GENERAL 
As we approach the end of the first term, please discuss with your 
son what winter team sport he would like to do. The two team 
sport options available are rugby and hockey. Cross country and 
squash will also be available as an additional option over and 
above his choice of team sport. 
 

CRICKET 
As the cricket season winds down, the boys will have one last  
opportunity to test their skills against some quality opposition 
when they play Wynberg next week. After some tough fixtures 
against SACS this last week, all teams will be wanting to finish on a 
high and end off the season in a positive manner.  
 

The 1st XI had a successful tour to the Eastern Cape last weekend 
where they participated in the annual Prep Schools’ Festival. The 
boys were given three tough fixtures against St Stithians, Highbury 
Prep and Clifton Prep, historically, three of the strongest schools 
at the festival. The first fixture was a tightly contested affair that 
saw WPPS lose by just one wicket to St Stithians in an all-day Cap-
tains Declaration match. The second day saw WPPS again lose in a 
nail-biter, this time going down to Highbury Prep by four wickets 
with two overs remaining in a limited overs game. After coming so 
close in both fixtures, the boys were determined to finish strong 
and played fantastically well in their final fixture to beat Clifton 
Prep by 18 runs in a T20 game. The boys learnt an incredible 
amount about themselves, and the wonderful game of cricket, 
and were excellent ambassadors for WPPS. They grew tremen-
dously as young men and cricketers. We are very proud of their 
efforts.  
 

WATER POLO 
It was another good week for the water polo boys against Bishops. 
Many of the teams played a wonderful brand of attacking water 
polo, with greater emphasis on counter-attack and using quick 
scoring opportunities. The defence remained solid with some slick 
steals coming throughout the fixture. The 1st water polo team will 
be embarking on the inaugural tour to the KEPS Tournament in 
Johannesburg next weekend, We wish them well on what promis-
es to be an exciting new venture for the school and the sport.   
 

ATHLETICS 
Well done to all the athletes for their performances at Tuesday’s 
Pentangular. The athletes performed particularly well against 
some tough opposition (Bishops, Wynberg, SACS and, Ron-
debosch).  
 

Special mention must be made of the following boys who 
achieved a first place in their respective events: 
High Jump: Louis de Waal; 800m: Jake Fenn; 75m: Robert Kirsten; 
Shot Put: Matthew Fenn; 100m: Conner Rogers; U9 relay: Jamie 
Thomason, Matthew Ratcliffe, Andrew Barnes and Robert Kirsten. 
 

SWIMMING 
On Thursday, we participated in the Quadrangular Gala hosted by 
Rondebosch. It was a tough gala with a few of our senior boys 
away on cricket tour. That said, however, the boys who filled in for 
them gave of their all and did their school proud. A special men-
tion must go to the individual medley swimmers, as this was the 
first time for some swimming this race, and they came away with 
a win in this very tough discipline. Well done to the U11 medley 
team for winning its race. Another special mention must go to 
Robert Kirsten, who participated in his first butterfly event, where 
he performed admirably, this also allowed the U9 swimmers to 
participate in the medley for the first time. Thank you to all the 
parents for their support, the boys for their effort and the staff 
members for their encouragement and time.  

Fun Night Café  
 

We need your assistance with donations and supplies to make the 
Café a success. 
 

If you would like to support please sign up: http://
bit.ly/2019_Cafe 

Grade 1 Geo Board 

http://bit.ly/2019_Cafe
http://bit.ly/2019_Cafe
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Launch of the Prudential Competition in  
Assemblies on Monday 

Grade 1 STEAM 
 

Last week the boys worked in pairs to make their own “Paper 
Towel Roll and Pom-Pom Challenge”. Using ten pieces of paper 
towel roll the boys designed a track for their pom-poms to run 
through. The paper towel rolls were numbered 10 to 100 in 10s. 
The idea is to roll the Pom-Pom through the paper towel rolls in 
order starting at 10 and ending at 100. The beauty of this game is 
we can change the counting activity as well as adding sounds for 
the boys to make words.  



The Grade 7 boys completing their Prudential competitions. Each 
boy from Grades 1 to 7 has been given a sheet to complete and  
stands a chance to win a R1500 unit trust from Prudential.  
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Prudential  
Competition 

Creative Play in Grade 2Y 

Grade 1 Geo Board 
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Grades 4 to 7 Drawing 

Connor Clark 

Jack Hartman Nicholas Axten 

William Hatty 



Fun in the Music Department 
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Grade 5 Marimbas 

Senior Choir Performing in Assembly 

Senior String Orchestra - Cellos 

Senior String Orchestra - Violins 

New Sonor ProLite Drum Kit 

Grade 1 Music  - Glockenspiels 

Grade 1 Music  - Class Music 



Grade 1B Making 
Mazes 
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Grade 2  
Kirstenbosch  

Outing 

The Grade 2 boys went to Kirstenbosch Gardens  last week to en-
joy Monty's Surprise. They watched an interesting puppet show 
and had a tour around the beautiful gardens, ending off with a trip 
along the Boomslang and a picnic.  
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Pentangular Athletics 
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