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From the Headmaster’s Desk 
 

Be kind, be kind, be kind. These are the three most important 
rules at Wetpups. How can we be kind to others? We can show 
kindness in a number of different ways, and a great number of 
these ways will cost us nothing. However, their effect on those 
around us can have a ripple effect and can change people’s lives 
and last forever. Sometimes we can be kind to someone else and 
not know the enormous impact that a small gesture may have on 
them. These are just some ways that we can show kindness to 
others (taken from Jaime Thurston’s article on Kindness). 

 Make kind comments 

 Share your food – buy extra food at the shops and give it 
away 

 Do something for nothing – like bake a cake, mow the lawn 

 Smile 

 Give a gift to a local school 

 Pay for someone’s journey 

 Apologise 

 Speak up when someone is being mistreated 

 Be present – be aware of those around you 

 Be kind to yourself 

 Change a life with gadgets – give your old technology away 

 Give encouragement 

 Hug with heart 

 Pay for two and give the other away 

 Be happy for other people’s happiness 

 Take the initiative and step in to help were its needed 
 

We need to remember what Steve Maraboli said “With one kind 
gesture you can change a life. One person at a time you can 
change the world. One day at a time we can change everything”. 
 

If we just do some of these simple and easy things which have 
been highlighted by Jaime Thurston, we can change Wetpups, 
Claremont and the Cape Town. Let us see what we can do! 
 

We are at an exciting time in our planning for the future at 
Wetpups. Our architects, Nicola Irving and Charlotte Chamberlain 
are nearing completion of their framework planning for the 
school. They have worked extensively with the teaching staff, the 
support staff and the boys to get the different perspectives from 
the various stakeholders, we all feel that we have had a voice in 
the ideas related to the infrastructure of the school. We are  
hoping to finalise planning this term to develop a path forward to 
ensure that Wetpups meets the needs of educating leaders and 
change agents for the 21st century who are able to solve the 
many problems that our world faces today.  
 

We have been greatly concerned about the state of the Douglas 
Murray Field. In our endeavour to play our part in saving water, 
we have not irrigated the field for the past 18 months. This has 
had a huge effect on the state of this field, which is an extremely 
important asset to the school. The Douglas Murray is leased by 
WPPS from the City of Cape Town currently until 2026. We have 
taken a decision to upgrade the field so that we avoid what has 
happened during the last three years.  

The upgrades that we have decided on include the following: 

 Sinking a borehole: the school has sought and acquired all 
the relevant permission to sink a borehole on the site. This 
will be drilled in the next few weeks. Although it is a costly 
exercise for the school, we believe it is the correct way  
forward. 

 Putting in a cricket pitch: the cricket pitch, which has been 
(temporarily) put in every cricket season, has always been of 
poor quality and dangerous for the older boys to play on. We 
have made a decision to put in a (permanent) pitch which can 
be safely be played on during the rugby season. 

 Extending the field: we would like to take this opportunity to 
extend the field as much as we can by pulling the boundary 
out as far as possible. 

 Palisade fencing: we would like to clean up the fencing at the 
entrance on Ripelby Road and the fencing near Herschel. This 
we will done by putting in palisade fencing. 

 Cricket nets: refurnish the existing two nets and add another 
two nets.  

 Grassing of the field: The field needs to be regrassed with 
kikuyu grass. As this can only be done when it gets a bit 
warmer, will probably be done during September and  
October. 

 

All of this development at the Douglas Murray will mean,  
however, that the field will not be utilised before the beginning of 
next year. We will need time to put everything in place, and the 
new grass will need time to become established. The short-term 
inconvenience, we hope, will result in our long-term use of these 
wonderful facilities.  
 

We are really excited about these development as they will  
significantly improve the facilities we have available at the school. 

 

SIMON WEAVER 

Choir Cocoons.... an alternative method of doing 
the usual vocal warm-ups!   
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Weekly Sports Wrap 
 

RUGBY 
Last week, our rugby boys play against Rondebosch Boys’. It was 
a challenging morning for most of our teams, with Bosch  
dominating the majority of the fixtures. Special mention must be 
made of the U10A team which performed exceptionally, as well 
as the U13B team and 1st XV that bot snuck in on the winning 
side of results.  
 

Tomorrow’s games are against Sweet Valley, with one match 
against SACS. The times and field allocation for these games are 
on the web. 
 

Next week sees us play midweek fixtures against Sun Valley, at 
home, and then again on Friday afternoon/evening against  
Kirstenhof (under lights) away. 
 
HOCKEY 
Last week our hockey boys took on local opponents, The Grove. 
All teams played well considering the lack of practice time since 
our return to school. Well done to all our teams, but especially 
the U13Bs, as they took on The Grove’s A-team in the unfamiliar 
11-a-side format and acquitted themselves very well indeed. The 
U11As played to a very pleasing win as well, showing that their 
hard work is starting to pay off. 
 

The week’s hockey was concluded with the U13A team touring  
the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands on their annual tour. After two very 
tough and closely contested fixtures against Cordwalles and St 
Charles in Pietermaritzburg, the team participated in the Fleur de 
Lys festival at Hilton College and the Michaelhouse Prep Schools 
Hockey Festival over the weekend, where they played a variety of 
other KZN schools. The boys represented WPPS very well both on 
and off the field, returning with five wins, five drawn matches 
and a single loss. However, more important than the results, the 
team showed great spirit, grit and sportsmanship - true  
ambassadors for what WPPS sport stands for. Well done boys! 
 
CROSS COUNTRY: 
Today will be the last race for the cross country runners.  
Practices will continue to take place as usual on a Tuesday  
evenings in Newlands Forest in preparation for the compulsory 
Inter-House Cross Country on Saturday, 8 September. 
  
SQUASH: 
Last Friday our B and C teams had some challenging fixtures 
against Fish Hoek and Llandudno. The boys played exceptionally 
well, and we were pleased with the level of squash played. This 
week our A and B teams will take on SACS and Bishops. 

Mr Weaver telling a Story to Grade N 



Thought for the Week 
 

“Nearly all men can stand adversity. But if you want to test a 
man's character, give him power.” 
 

American President Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) 

Welcome back to Zuhayr Mohamood and  Bjørn Solheim who 
have just returned from Stockholm, Sweden where they  

represented South Africa  on the Shukokai Karate team. Both 
boys gained much from the experience, and were excellent  

ambassadors for their country and school.  
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Grade 1 boys having their first recorder lesson. Please 
contact Mr Pringle if you would still like to sign your son 

up for lessons. 
 

Eden Road Notes 
 

AFTERCARE 
Parents are reminded to please call the Aftercare directly, after 
12:30 on 081 497 6347.  
 

NOTICE TO ALL PARENTS 
When collecting your son early for an emergency appointment as 
arranged with your son’s teacher, kindly report to the office and 
refrain from going straight into the classroom during teaching 
time.  
 

LIBRARY 
The library will close at 13:30 on Tuesday, 31 July. 
 

ABSENTEEISM 
This is a snippet from the Eden Road A-Z, to which parents are 
advised to refer:  
Absenteeism  
Any boy who arrives late must report to the office. If your son is 
absent, kindly inform the office by 08:00. If he has been off school 
for three days or more, please provide a doctor’s certificate. 
Please contact DJ on jacobs@wpps.org.za or tel 021 674 1455. 
 

Please note that the Headmaster must be notified timeously, via 
email, of any leave of absence, holiday leave to attend a family 
function or missing a compulsory school event etc. Such leave of 
absence is viewed seriously and should only be requested in ex-
ceptional circumstances. 

Music News 
 

ABRSM EXAMS 
 

The ABRSM practical exams take place on 28, 29, and 30 August. If 
your son is going to be doing an exam he should be doing daily 
practice on his pieces, scales and sight-reading. These boys will 
perform one or two of their pieces in the ABRSM Masterclasses on 
14 August: 
Grades 4 & 5:  14:20 - 15:20 
Grade 6:   15:30 - 16:00 
Grade 7:   16:00 - 16:45 
 

Boys should also attend aural classes for the exam level that they 
are doing. These lessons take place during first breaks: 
Grade 1:  Monday with Mr Swarts or Ms D'Oliveira 
Grade 2:  Tuesday with Mr Swarts or Mr Brasler 
Grade 3:  Tuesday with Mrs Wibberley or Mrs Fisher-Jeffes 
Grade 4:  Friday with Mrs Pretorius or Monday with Mrs Fisher-

Jeffes 



Grades 6 & 7 LifeMatters 
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Kayla-Tess Patterson and a team of facilitators from LifeMatters  
presented the Teenage Awareness Programme to the Grades 6 and 7 
boys respectively over a period of two days per grade. The workshop 
aimed at preparing boys for the challenges that they might face  
during the roller-coaster ride of adolescence. 
 

Here are some of the boys’ comments: 
 

“The workshop was presented in a happy, light-hearted manner and I 
learnt some very important lessons. I recommend the course to any 
boy going into their teenage years.” 
 

“I thought the course was beyond incredible. It made me think  
before I act and to appreciate people for who they are. It was a great 
success and very inspiring and enjoyable.” 
 

“When I had finished the workshop, I walked out with lots of new 
information which I think will benefit me hugely and I think it was 
definitely worth it.” 
 

“I thought the course was fun and exciting and good for preparing 
me for the challenges of being a teenager.” 
 

“I held on to every second of the course, because it was fascinating.” 
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Grade 4 Cape Town  
Science Centre Outing 

Grade 1  Shooting their Catapults 

Grade R Measuring Triceratops's Footprints 

The Grade 4 boys enjoyed an exciting 
morning at the Cape Town Science  
Centre. Some highlights were con-
structing electric circuits, build-a-wall 
competition and the Camera Obscura. 
The grand finale ended with loud bangs, 
flames, and fascinating chemical  
reactions.  
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Pre-Prep Garden Clean-up 
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Grade R Phonics Fun 
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Grade1R testing a biodegradable 
straw in various situations  
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Grade 1R testing how salt and  
tap water makes an egg float  

Aryan Patel - Grade 7 
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Grade N Pyjama Day 


